
2020 practice exam 3 mcq ap lang

2020 practice exam 3 mcq ap lang is an essential resource for students
preparing for the Advanced Placement English Language and Composition exam,
particularly the multiple-choice section. This article delves into the
structure, content, and strategies related to the 2020 practice exam 3
multiple-choice questions (MCQ) for AP Lang. Understanding the types of
questions, the skills tested, and effective approaches to answering them can
significantly improve test performance. Furthermore, this guide offers
insights into common question formats, rhetorical analysis techniques, and
time management tips specific to this exam. By exploring these elements,
students can develop confidence and competence in tackling the challenging
MCQ section. The discussion will also highlight resources and study methods
that complement the 2020 practice exam 3 MCQ AP Lang experience. Below is an
outline of the main topics covered.

Overview of the 2020 Practice Exam 3 MCQ AP Lang

Types of Multiple-Choice Questions in AP Lang

Strategies for Approaching the 2020 Practice Exam 3 MCQ

Analyzing Rhetorical Techniques in the Exam

Time Management Tips for the Multiple-Choice Section

Recommended Study Resources and Preparation Methods

Overview of the 2020 Practice Exam 3 MCQ AP
Lang

The 2020 practice exam 3 multiple-choice questions for AP Lang simulate the
official exam’s format and rigor, providing students with realistic practice
opportunities. This exam section typically consists of 45 questions designed
to be completed in 60 minutes, testing skills in reading comprehension,
rhetorical analysis, and argument evaluation. The passages included are
diverse, ranging from nonfiction essays and speeches to letters and
editorials, reflecting the broad spectrum of texts students may encounter.
The 2020 practice exam 3 MCQ AP Lang focuses on critical thinking and the
ability to discern subtle nuances in tone, style, and purpose. Familiarity
with this practice test allows students to identify strengths and weaknesses
within their analytical abilities and adjust their study strategies
accordingly.

Structure and Content

The multiple-choice section of the 2020 practice exam 3 AP Lang is divided
into several sets of questions associated with different reading passages.
Each passage is accompanied by 5 to 7 questions that probe various aspects of
the text. These questions assess comprehension of main ideas, interpretation
of rhetorical strategies, understanding of diction and syntax, and evaluation



of the author’s argument. The questions are crafted to challenge students to
read closely and think critically about the texts presented.

Purpose of the Practice Exam

The primary purpose of the 2020 practice exam 3 MCQ AP Lang is to provide
students with a benchmark for their readiness for the actual AP English
Language and Composition exam. By working through this practice set, students
can familiarize themselves with the question types and pacing required. It
also serves as an effective diagnostic tool to target areas needing
improvement, such as identifying rhetorical devices or understanding complex
sentence structures.

Types of Multiple-Choice Questions in AP Lang

The 2020 practice exam 3 MCQ AP Lang includes a variety of question types,
each designed to test specific analytical skills. Recognizing these question
types helps students approach the exam with greater confidence and precision.

Comprehension Questions

These questions ask students to identify the main idea, summarize key points,
or determine the purpose of a passage or paragraph. They often require
selecting the best paraphrase or identifying explicit information contained
in the text.

Rhetorical Analysis Questions

Rhetorical analysis questions are central to the AP Lang multiple-choice
section. They focus on how authors use language to achieve their purposes,
including the use of rhetorical devices such as ethos, pathos, logos,
diction, imagery, and syntax. Students must analyze the effect of these
strategies on the audience.

Vocabulary in Context

These questions test understanding of vocabulary as used within the passage.
Rather than isolated word definitions, the focus is on the connotation and
nuance of words or phrases in the specific context of the text.

Inference and Interpretation

Inference questions require students to read between the lines and draw
conclusions based on textual evidence. These questions often involve
interpreting tone, attitude, or subtle implications that are not explicitly
stated.



Logical and Structural Questions

These questions focus on the organization and logic of the passage. They may
ask about the function of a paragraph, the relationship between ideas, or the
impact of a particular structural choice on the overall argument or message.

Strategies for Approaching the 2020 Practice
Exam 3 MCQ

Effective strategies tailored to the 2020 practice exam 3 MCQ AP Lang can
enhance accuracy and efficiency when answering questions. These strategies
focus on active reading, eliminating incorrect choices, and managing time
wisely.

Active Reading Techniques

Active reading involves annotating the passage, noting the author’s tone, and
identifying key rhetorical elements while reading. This engagement allows for
a deeper understanding and easier retrieval of information when answering
questions.

Elimination Process

Using the process of elimination helps narrow down choices by discarding
obviously incorrect or irrelevant answers. This increases the chances of
selecting the correct response, especially when question wording is complex
or ambiguous.

Answering in Context

Always refer back to the passage when answering vocabulary or inference
questions. Understanding how words and phrases function within the specific
context ensures more precise answers than relying on general definitions or
assumptions.

Prioritizing Questions

Students should consider tackling easier questions first to secure quick
points and build momentum. More challenging questions can be revisited with
remaining time, ensuring that time pressure does not affect overall
performance dramatically.

Analyzing Rhetorical Techniques in the Exam

The 2020 practice exam 3 MCQ AP Lang emphasizes the identification and
analysis of rhetorical techniques, which is critical for scoring well on the
multiple-choice section. Understanding these techniques enhances
comprehension and interpretation skills.



Common Rhetorical Devices Tested

Students should be familiar with devices frequently appearing in the exam,
such as:

Ethos: Appeals to credibility or character

Pathos: Appeals to emotion

Logos: Appeals to logic and reason

Alliteration and Assonance: Repetition of sounds for emphasis

Metaphor and Simile: Figurative language that creates vivid imagery

Parallelism: Repetition of grammatical structures to create rhythm

Irony and Sarcasm: Conveying meaning opposite to the literal sense

Analyzing Tone and Style

The exam often requires students to interpret the author’s tone, which can
range from formal and authoritative to sarcastic or ironic. Recognizing tone
involves paying attention to word choice, sentence structure, and overall
style. The 2020 practice exam 3 MCQ AP Lang encourages students to consider
how tone influences the argument and the audience’s perception.

Understanding Argumentation Techniques

Beyond rhetorical devices, the exam tests knowledge of argument structure,
including the use of evidence, counterarguments, and persuasive appeals.
Students practice distinguishing between strong and weak arguments,
recognizing logical fallacies, and evaluating the effectiveness of the
author’s techniques.

Time Management Tips for the Multiple-Choice
Section

Managing time effectively during the 2020 practice exam 3 MCQ AP Lang is
crucial to completing all questions without sacrificing accuracy. The
following tips are designed to optimize pacing during the exam.

Allocate Time Per Passage

Since the multiple-choice section includes multiple passages with associated
questions, dividing time evenly helps ensure no passage is neglected. For
example, allocating approximately 12-15 minutes per passage set allows
adequate time for careful reading and answering.



Skip and Return Strategy

If a question proves difficult or time-consuming, it is advisable to skip it
initially and return if time permits. This strategy prevents getting bogged
down and helps maintain steady progress through the exam.

Use Process of Elimination Quickly

Efficiently eliminating wrong answers can save valuable seconds. Developing
familiarity with common distractors and question patterns enhances the speed
of this process during the exam.

Practice with Timed Tests

Regular practice with timed versions of the 2020 practice exam 3 MCQ AP Lang
helps build stamina and improves time management skills. Simulating exam
conditions reduces anxiety and increases familiarity with pacing
requirements.

Recommended Study Resources and Preparation
Methods

Success on the 2020 practice exam 3 MCQ AP Lang is supported by strategic
preparation using a variety of study resources and methods tailored to the
demands of the AP Lang multiple-choice section.

Official College Board Materials

The College Board provides official practice exams, including the 2020
practice exam 3 MCQ AP Lang, which closely mirror the actual test format and
difficulty. Utilizing these materials ensures alignment with exam standards
and expectations.

Rhetorical Device Guides

Comprehensive guides to rhetorical devices and persuasive strategies enhance
understanding and identification skills. Many study books and online
resources offer detailed explanations and examples that complement practice
exams.

Practice Question Banks

Access to extensive question banks allows students to practice various
question types, reinforcing skills and exposing learners to a broad range of
passage styles and prompts.



Group Study and Review Sessions

Collaborative study encourages discussion of rhetorical analysis and
multiple-choice strategies. Peer review of practice exam answers can clarify
misunderstandings and introduce new perspectives on text interpretation.

Consistent Reading of Nonfiction Texts

Regular reading of essays, speeches, editorials, and other nonfiction genres
sharpens comprehension and analytical skills. Exposure to complex sentence
structures and diverse rhetorical styles prepares students for the types of
passages found in the 2020 practice exam 3 MCQ AP Lang.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are common question types found in the 2020 AP
Lang Practice Exam 3 MCQs?

The 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 3 MCQs typically include rhetorical analysis,
argument identification, tone and purpose questions, as well as questions on
syntax and diction.

How can students effectively prepare for the 2020 AP
Lang Practice Exam 3 multiple-choice section?

Students should practice analyzing diverse nonfiction passages, focus on
understanding rhetorical strategies, and improve reading comprehension skills
to prepare effectively for the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 3 MCQs.

What strategies help answer MCQs on rhetorical
devices in the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 3?

Identifying keywords in the question, annotating the passage for rhetorical
devices, and eliminating obviously incorrect choices are effective strategies
for answering rhetorical device questions.

Are the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 3 MCQs reflective
of the actual AP exam difficulty?

Yes, the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 3 MCQs are designed to mirror the
complexity and style of the actual AP English Language exam to provide
realistic practice.

Where can students access the 2020 AP Lang Practice
Exam 3 MCQs for study purposes?

Students can find the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 3 MCQs on the College Board
website, AP prep books, and reputable educational platforms offering AP
resources.



Additional Resources
1. Cracking the AP Language and Composition Exam, 2020 Edition
This comprehensive guide offers detailed strategies and practice questions
tailored specifically for the 2020 AP Lang exam. It includes multiple-choice
sections modeled after the official test, helping students build confidence
and improve their analytical reading skills. The book also provides thorough
explanations to enhance understanding of rhetorical techniques and
argumentation.

2. 5 Steps to a 5: AP English Language 2020
Designed for students aiming for a top score, this book breaks down the exam
into manageable steps with focused practice on multiple-choice questions. It
covers essential rhetorical concepts and provides tips for effective essay
writing. The 2020 edition incorporates updated practice tests that reflect
recent exam trends.

3. The Language of Composition: Reading, Writing, Rhetoric, 3rd Edition
Widely used in AP Lang classrooms, this textbook offers a rich collection of
essays and practice multiple-choice questions similar to those found in the
2020 exam. It emphasizes critical reading and writing skills, with numerous
exercises to analyze rhetoric and argumentation. The text also includes
sample student essays and scoring guidelines.

4. AP English Language and Composition: The Best Test Prep for the AP Exam
This test prep book focuses on the multiple-choice section of the AP Lang
exam, providing extensive practice questions and detailed answer
explanations. It is designed to mirror the format and difficulty of the 2020
exam, helping students sharpen their analytical reading skills. Additionally,
it offers strategies for time management and question prioritization.

5. AP English Language and Composition Crash Course, 3rd Edition
A fast-paced review guide aimed at last-minute preparation, this book
summarizes key rhetorical devices and argumentation techniques tested in the
2020 AP Lang exam. It includes practice multiple-choice questions with
annotated answers to reinforce learning. The concise format makes it ideal
for quick revision sessions.

6. Advanced Placement English Language and Composition Exam Preparation Guide
This guide provides a thorough review of the content and skills needed to
succeed on the AP Lang exam, including multiple-choice practice modeled on
the 2020 test. It offers detailed breakdowns of question types and strategies
for reading complex texts critically. The book also features practice tests
and scoring tips.

7. AP English Language Multiple Choice Workbook
Specializing in multiple-choice practice, this workbook features hundreds of
questions similar to those on the 2020 AP Lang exam. It includes passages
from a variety of genres and time periods, encouraging students to develop a
broad understanding of rhetorical strategies. Each question comes with in-
depth explanations to aid comprehension.

8. Barron’s AP English Language and Composition, 7th Edition
Barron’s is known for its rigorous test prep materials, and this edition
includes updated practice questions reflecting the 2020 exam format. It
offers comprehensive coverage of rhetorical analysis, argumentation, and
synthesis, along with multiple-choice sections for focused practice. The book
also contains diagnostic tests to identify strengths and weaknesses.



9. AP English Language and Composition Prep Plus 2020-2021
This prep book combines instructional content with practice tests designed to
simulate the 2020 AP Lang exam experience. It features detailed answer
explanations and strategies for tackling multiple-choice questions
effectively. Additionally, it covers test-taking tips and time management
techniques to boost overall performance.
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