
3 examples of foreshadowing in the
monkey's paw
3 examples of foreshadowing in the monkey's paw serve as critical literary devices
that build suspense and hint at the dark consequences that unfold in W.W. Jacobs' classic
horror story. Foreshadowing is a technique used by the author to provide subtle clues and
warnings about future events, enhancing the story’s eerie atmosphere. In "The Monkey's
Paw," these hints prepare readers for the supernatural and tragic outcomes resulting from
tampering with fate. Understanding these examples of foreshadowing enriches the reading
experience by revealing how the narrative’s tension and themes are carefully crafted. This
article explores three significant instances of foreshadowing, analyzing their role in the
story’s progression and ultimate message. The discussion will also highlight how these
elements contribute to the story’s enduring impact in horror literature.

Foreshadowing Through Sergeant-Major Morris’s Warnings

The Symbolism of the Monkey’s Paw Itself

The Consequences of the First Wish

Foreshadowing Through Sergeant-Major Morris’s
Warnings
One of the earliest and most explicit examples of foreshadowing in "The Monkey's Paw"
occurs through the character of Sergeant-Major Morris. His arrival and the stories he shares
about the mystical paw set the tone for the supernatural elements of the story. Morris’s
warnings about the paw’s dangerous powers serve as a forewarning of the tragic events
that will follow if the family chooses to interfere with fate. His reluctance to show the paw
and his tales of misfortune effectively build suspense and alert readers to the potential
consequences of the wishes.

Morris’s Description of the Paw’s Powers
Sergeant-Major Morris explains that the monkey’s paw has the power to grant three wishes
but with a caveat: the wishes come with unintended and often tragic consequences. This
explanation foreshadows the dark twists that occur after the White family makes their
wishes. Morris’s story is filled with ominous details, such as wishing for money that results
in a family member’s death, which primes the audience for the grim outcomes.



Morris’s Attempt to Dispose of the Paw
Another significant foreshadowing detail is Morris’s attempt to throw the paw into the fire,
emphasizing his belief in its evil nature. This action suggests that the paw is dangerous and
should be destroyed, yet the family’s decision to keep it hints at their impending
misfortune. The tension created by his warning and the family’s disregard heightens the
story’s suspense and foreshadows the tragic consequences of the wishes.

The Symbolism of the Monkey’s Paw Itself
The monkey’s paw is not only a magical object but also a potent symbol of fate and the
dangers of human greed. Its physical appearance and the supernatural aura surrounding it
serve as a constant reminder of the story’s underlying themes. The paw’s grotesque and
unnatural form foreshadows the unnatural interference with destiny that the White family is
about to undertake.

The Paw’s Physical Description as a Foreshadowing
Tool
The paw is described as shriveled and monkey-like, with a sinister quality that unsettles the
characters and readers alike. This eerie description foreshadows the dark and disturbing
events linked to the paw’s use. The unnatural form symbolizes the unnatural consequences
that arise when humans try to alter fate, emphasizing the theme of unintended
repercussions.

Supernatural Aura and Its Implications
The mystical aura around the paw hints at forces beyond human understanding and
control. This supernatural element foreshadows the tragic and uncontrollable outcomes
that accompany the wishes. The paw’s presence constantly reminds the characters and the
audience that tampering with fate is perilous and can lead to disaster.

The Consequences of the First Wish
The first wish made by Mr. White is a pivotal moment in the story that serves as a powerful
example of foreshadowing. The wish for a sum of money seems innocent but quickly leads
to tragic consequences, highlighting the theme of “be careful what you wish for.” The
aftermath of this wish foreshadows the destructive power of the paw and sets the stage for
subsequent events.

The Initial Wish and Immediate Aftermath
Mr. White’s wish for two hundred pounds is granted in an unexpected and tragic way—their
son Herbert dies in an accident at work, and the family receives compensation in the exact



amount wished for. This outcome foreshadows the dark nature of the paw’s magic and the
high cost of interfering with fate. It signals to the reader that the wishes will have grave
consequences beyond the family’s control.

The Family’s Reaction as Foreshadowing
The White family’s grief and horror following Herbert’s death serve as a foreshadowing
element that hints at further tragedy. Their realization that the wish caused their son’s
death introduces a sense of dread and anticipation for what might come next. This reaction
underscores the story’s theme about the dangers of desire and the limits of human power.

Summary of Foreshadowing Elements in the First Wish

The wish is granted in a twisted and tragic manner.

The exact amount of money links the wish to a fatal accident.

The family’s sorrow and fear highlight the paw’s dangerous influence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is foreshadowing in 'The Monkey's Paw' by W.W.
Jacobs?
Foreshadowing in 'The Monkey's Paw' refers to the author's use of hints and clues early in
the story that suggest future events, creating suspense and preparing readers for the eerie
outcomes related to the magical paw's wishes.

Can you give an example of foreshadowing involving
the warning about the monkey's paw?
Yes, Sergeant-Major Morris's warnings about the monkey's paw and its dangerous powers
foreshadow the tragic consequences that the White family will face when they use it.

How does the first wish foreshadow later events in the
story?
The first wish for 200 pounds foreshadows the grim outcome by leading to the death of
Herbert, whose compensation money fulfills the wish, indicating that the wishes come with
unintended and tragic results.



What role does the knocking at the door play as
foreshadowing?
The mysterious knocking at the door after the second wish foreshadows the return of
Herbert's corpse, suggesting that the wish has brought him back to life in a disturbing way.

How does the story's mood contribute to
foreshadowing?
The eerie and tense mood established early in the story foreshadows the dark and
supernatural events that follow, preparing readers for the unsettling consequences of
tampering with fate through the monkey's paw.

Additional Resources
1. The Lottery and Other Stories by Shirley Jackson
This collection includes the famous story "The Lottery," which uses subtle foreshadowing to
build suspense and hint at the dark conclusion. Jackson masterfully plants small, unsettling
details that prepare readers for the shocking ending, much like the ominous warnings in
"The Monkey's Paw." The stories explore human nature, superstition, and the consequences
of blind traditions.

2. Lord of the Flies by William Golding
Golding uses foreshadowing through the boys' initial behavior and symbolic elements, such
as the conch and the "beast," to hint at the chaos and violence to come. Like "The Monkey's
Paw," this novel explores themes of fate, human nature, and the unforeseen consequences
of one's actions. The tension builds subtly, preparing readers for the tragic descent into
savagery.

3. Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
Steinbeck employs foreshadowing through the characters' dialogue and events, such as
Candy's old dog and George's warnings about Lennie's strength. These hints foreshadow
the novel’s tragic ending, emphasizing themes of fate, dreams, and the harsh realities of
life. The story’s emotional impact is heightened by the careful planting of clues throughout.

4. The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allan Poe
Poe uses foreshadowing through the narrator's growing paranoia and obsession, which
hints at his eventual breakdown and confession. The story’s eerie atmosphere and
repetitive emphasis on the heartbeat build suspense similar to the tension created by the
monkey’s paw. This classic tale explores madness, guilt, and the supernatural.

5. Macbeth by William Shakespeare
In this tragedy, Shakespeare employs foreshadowing extensively through prophecies,
visions, and ominous dialogue to hint at Macbeth's downfall. The witches’ predictions
parallel the cursed wishes in "The Monkey’s Paw," showing how fate and ambition can lead
to destruction. The play explores themes of power, guilt, and fate.

6. The Road by Cormac McCarthy



McCarthy uses foreshadowing through bleak descriptions and subtle hints in dialogue to
prepare readers for the struggles and losses the characters will face. The story’s post-
apocalyptic setting and ominous tone resonate with the foreboding atmosphere in "The
Monkey’s Paw," emphasizing themes of survival and hope amidst despair.

7. Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier
This gothic novel uses foreshadowing through eerie settings, mysterious characters, and
unsettling events to hint at dark secrets and tragic outcomes. The suspense and
supernatural undertones echo the mood created by the monkey’s paw, exploring themes of
fate, memory, and identity. The tension gradually builds to a haunting climax.

8. The Necklace by Guy de Maupassant
De Maupassant foreshadows the story’s ironic twist through details about the protagonist’s
desires and actions. The narrative warns subtly about the dangers of vanity and
materialism, much like the monkey’s paw cautions against interfering with fate. This short
story delivers a powerful lesson on pride and consequences.

9. Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
Shelley uses foreshadowing in the form of warnings, dreams, and narrative reflections to
hint at the tragic consequences of Victor Frankenstein’s scientific ambitions. The theme of
unintended consequences parallels the cursed wishes in "The Monkey’s Paw," exploring
human hubris and the limits of knowledge. The novel’s dark tone prepares readers for the
unfolding horror.
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