
7.2 ap world history
7.2 ap world history is a critical unit within the Advanced Placement World History curriculum that
focuses on the development and transformation of states and empires between 600 and 1450 CE.
This period, often referred to as the Post-Classical Era, highlights the rise of powerful empires, the
spread of major world religions, and the expansion of trade networks across Afro-Eurasia.
Understanding 7.2 ap world history provides essential insights into the political, economic, and
cultural dynamics that shaped the medieval world and laid the groundwork for the modern era. This
article will explore the key characteristics of empires during this period, the role of religion in
governance and society, significant trade routes, and technological innovations that influenced global
interactions. By examining these elements, students and enthusiasts can gain a comprehensive
understanding of the complexities of the Post-Classical world. The following sections will break down
these topics in detail for a thorough overview of 7.2 ap world history.

The Rise and Characteristics of Post-Classical Empires

Religious Influence on Politics and Society

Trade Networks and Economic Exchange

Technological and Cultural Innovations

The Rise and Characteristics of Post-Classical Empires
The period covered by 7.2 ap world history is marked by the emergence and expansion of influential
empires across different regions. These empires not only consolidated large territories but also
established centralized bureaucracies, codified laws, and military innovations that maintained stability
and facilitated growth. Key empires during this era include the Byzantine Empire, the Islamic
Caliphates, the Tang and Song Dynasties in China, and the various empires in the Americas such as
the Maya and later the Aztec and Inca.

Political Structures and Governance
Post-Classical empires developed sophisticated political systems to manage diverse populations and
vast territories. Centralized governments, often led by emperors or caliphs, were supported by
bureaucratic administrations staffed by educated elites. For example, the Tang Dynasty utilized the
imperial examination system to select government officials based on merit, which helped in
maintaining an effective and loyal bureaucracy.

Military Expansion and Defense
Military strength was a vital characteristic of these empires, enabling them to defend their borders
and expand their influence. The use of cavalry, fortified cities, and advanced weaponry contributed to



the success of empires like the Abbasid Caliphate and the Byzantine Empire. Additionally, nomadic
groups such as the Mongols played a significant role during this period by creating the largest
contiguous land empire in history.

Social Hierarchies and Cultural Integration
Empires often managed diverse ethnic and religious groups through systems of social hierarchy and
cultural integration. Many rulers promoted tolerance or adopted policies that allowed for the
coexistence of multiple cultures and religions within their domains. The Islamic Caliphates, for
instance, incorporated non-Arab peoples and respected the traditions of conquered societies,
fostering cultural diffusion and economic prosperity.

Religious Influence on Politics and Society
Religion played a central role in shaping the political and social landscapes during the 7.2 ap world
history timeframe. Major world religions such as Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, and Hinduism not only
influenced daily life but also legitimized rulers’ authority and guided governance. The interaction
between religion and state power was a defining feature of many empires in this era.

Islam and the Caliphates
The rise of Islam in the 7th century dramatically transformed the Middle East and beyond. The
Rashidun, Umayyad, and Abbasid Caliphates expanded Islamic rule, spreading religious, legal, and
cultural practices across Afro-Eurasia. Islamic law, or Sharia, governed both private and public life,
binding communities under a shared religious framework.

Christianity and the Byzantine Empire
Christianity remained a unifying force within the Byzantine Empire, where the emperor was seen as
God's representative on Earth. The Orthodox Church played a significant role in legitimizing imperial
rule and influencing cultural developments. Religious conflicts, such as iconoclasm, also shaped the
empire’s internal dynamics.

Buddhism and Hinduism in Asia
In South and East Asia, Buddhism and Hinduism influenced political authority and social norms. The
spread of Mahayana Buddhism through trade routes encouraged cultural exchange between China,
Korea, Japan, and Southeast Asia. Hindu kingdoms in India promoted religious rituals and caste-based
social order, which structured society and governance.



Trade Networks and Economic Exchange
Economic networks flourished during the Post-Classical era, connecting distant regions through the
exchange of goods, ideas, and technologies. The expansion of trade routes such as the Silk Roads, the
Indian Ocean maritime network, and Trans-Saharan caravan routes facilitated the flow of commodities
and cultural interactions. These trade networks are a focal point in 7.2 ap world history for
understanding global interconnectivity.

The Silk Roads
The Silk Roads linked China with Central Asia, the Middle East, and Europe, enabling the exchange of
silk, spices, precious metals, and other luxury goods. This overland network also facilitated the spread
of religions like Buddhism and Islam, along with technological innovations such as papermaking and
gunpowder.

Indian Ocean Trade
The Indian Ocean served as a major maritime trade route connecting East Africa, the Middle East,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia. Monsoon winds enabled predictable sailing seasons, which merchants
exploited to trade goods such as gold, ivory, textiles, and ceramics. Coastal cities like Kilwa and
Calicut became prosperous trade hubs during this period.

Trans-Saharan Trade
Caravan routes crossing the Sahara Desert linked West Africa with North Africa and the Mediterranean
world. Gold, salt, and slaves were primary commodities exchanged along these routes. The wealth
generated from trans-Saharan trade supported the rise of powerful West African empires like Ghana
and Mali.

Key Goods Traded on Major Routes

Silk and spices from East Asia

Gold and ivory from Africa

Textiles and precious metals from India and the Middle East

Slaves and salt from West Africa

Porcelain and paper from China



Technological and Cultural Innovations
The 7.2 ap world history period witnessed significant technological advancements and cultural
innovations that influenced societies worldwide. These developments enhanced agricultural
productivity, facilitated communication, and enriched artistic expression, contributing to the dynamic
nature of Post-Classical civilizations.

Agricultural Innovations
Innovations such as the heavy plow, three-field crop rotation, and the use of irrigation systems
increased agricultural yields in Europe, Asia, and the Islamic world. These improvements supported
population growth and urbanization across various regions.

Advancements in Navigation and Shipbuilding
Maritime technology saw important progress with the development of the stern rudder, the magnetic
compass, and larger, more durable ships like the dhow and junk. These innovations enabled longer
voyages and expanded maritime trade networks.

Intellectual and Artistic Achievements
The Post-Classical period featured flourishing intellectual traditions, including the compilation of
encyclopedias, advancements in mathematics and astronomy, and the preservation of classical
knowledge by Islamic scholars. Artistic achievements in architecture, literature, and music reflected
the diverse cultural influences within empires.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Period 7.2 in AP World History?
Period 7.2 in AP World History primarily focuses on global conflicts and their consequences from 1900
to 1945, including World War I, the interwar period, and World War II.

How did World War I impact global political structures in 7.2
AP World History?
World War I led to the collapse of empires such as the Ottoman, Austro-Hungarian, Russian, and
German empires, resulting in new nation-states and significant political changes around the world.

What role did imperialism play during the period covered in
7.2 AP World History?
Imperialism intensified competition among European powers, contributing to tensions that sparked



World War I, while also affecting colonies through exploitation and resistance movements.

How did the Treaty of Versailles affect international relations
in the period 7.2 of AP World History?
The Treaty of Versailles imposed harsh penalties on Germany, fostering economic hardship and
resentment that contributed to the rise of fascism and eventually World War II.

What were the major ideological movements discussed in 7.2
AP World History?
Major ideological movements included fascism, communism, and liberal democracy, each shaping
political developments and conflicts during the early 20th century.

How did the Great Depression influence global history in the
7.2 AP World History period?
The Great Depression caused widespread economic hardship, leading to political instability, the rise of
totalitarian regimes, and shifts in global economic policies.

What were the key outcomes of World War II covered in 7.2
AP World History?
World War II resulted in massive human casualties, the decline of European colonial empires, the
emergence of the United States and Soviet Union as superpowers, and the beginning of the Cold War.

Additional Resources
1. Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies
Jared Diamond explores the environmental and geographical factors that shaped the modern world.
The book examines how the availability of domesticable plants and animals influenced the
development of societies. It provides a comprehensive explanation for why some civilizations
advanced faster than others, especially relevant to understanding the early modern period in AP
World History.

2. The Silk Roads: A New History of the World
Peter Frankopan offers a fresh perspective on world history by focusing on the importance of the Silk
Roads. This book highlights the trade routes that connected East and West, fostering cultural,
economic, and technological exchanges. It is particularly useful for understanding the global
interactions and networks during the early modern era.

3. Empire of Silver: A New Monetary History of China
Benjamin A. Elman delves into the economic history of China during the Ming and Qing dynasties. The
book discusses the role of silver in China's economy and its impact on global trade. It provides insight
into the economic transformations and global connections relevant to the 7.2 period.

4. The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492



Edited by Alfred W. Crosby, this collection examines the profound effects of the Columbian Exchange
on both the Old and New Worlds. It covers the transfer of plants, animals, diseases, and cultures
following European contact with the Americas. This book is essential for understanding the
demographic and ecological impacts of early modern global interactions.

5. Early Modern Europe, 1450–1789
By Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks, this textbook provides a detailed overview of the political, social, and
cultural developments in Europe during the early modern period. It covers the Renaissance,
Reformation, and the rise of nation-states. This resource helps contextualize European events within
the broader world history framework of 7.2.

6. Islamic Empires: Fifteen Cities that Define a Civilization
Justin Marozzi explores the history of Islamic civilization through the lens of its most important cities.
The book spans from the classical Islamic period into the early modern era, highlighting cultural and
political developments. It offers valuable insights into the Islamic world's role in global networks
during the early modern period.

7. The Mughal Empire
John F. Richards provides a comprehensive history of the Mughal Empire in South Asia. The book
discusses the empire’s political structures, cultural achievements, and economic systems. It is crucial
for understanding the dynamics of one of the major early modern empires featured in AP World
History.

8. Global Connections and Global Conflict: The Early Modern World
Edited by John F. Richards, this volume explores the interconnectedness of societies from 1450 to
1750. It covers trade, warfare, diplomacy, and cultural exchanges among Europe, Asia, Africa, and the
Americas. This book offers a panoramic view of the early modern world relevant to 7.2 themes.

9. Slavery and African Life: Occidental, Oriental, and African Slave Trades
Patrick Manning examines the various slave trades and their impacts on African societies. The book
analyzes the economic, social, and demographic effects of slavery from a global perspective. It
provides important context for understanding the role of slavery in early modern global interactions
and economies.
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