/ SOCIAL TEACHINGS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

7 SOCIAL TEACHINGS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH FORM THE FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES THAT GUIDE THE CHURCH’S APPROACH
TO SOCIAL JUSTICE, HUMAN DIGNITY, AND THE COMMON GOOD. ROOTED IN SCRIPTURE AND CHURCH TRADITION, THESE
TEACHINGS ADDRESS VARIOUS ASPECTS OF HUMAN LIFE AND SOCIETY, EMPHASIZING RESPECT FOR LIFE, SOLIDARITY, AND THE
PROMOTION OF PEACE. UNDERSTANDING THESE CORE PRINCIPLES PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH’S COMMITMENT
TO FOSTERING A JUST SOCIETY WHERE EVERY INDIVIDUAL’S RIGHTS ARE PROTECTED AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES ARE UPHELD.
THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES EACH OF THE SEVEN KEY SOCIAL TEACHINGS IN DETAIL, HIGHLIGHTING THEIR SIGNIFICANCE AND
PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS. THE DISCUSSION WILL ALSO COVER HOW THESE TEACHINGS INFLUENCE CATHOLIC SOCIAL DOCTRINE
AND INSPIRE ACTION IN THE MODERN \WORLD.

Lire AND DIGNITY OF THE HUMAN PersON

CaLL To FAMILY, COMMUNITY, AND PARTICIPATION

RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

o OPTION FOR THE POOR AND VVULNERABLE

DIGNITY OF WORK AND RIGHTS OF \W ORKERS

e SOLIDARITY

CARE FOrR GoD’s CREATION

Lire AND DIGNITY OF THE HUMAN PERSON

THE FIRST OF THE 7 SOCIAL TEACHINGS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH EMPHASIZES THE INTRINSIC VALUE AND DIGNITY OF EVERY
HUMAN BEING. THIS PRINCIPLE ASSERTS THAT HUMAN LIFE IS SACRED FROM CONCEPTION TO NATURAL DEATH, AND ALL
INDIVIDUALS DESERVE RESPECT AND PROTECTION REGARDLESS OF RACE, GENDER, NATIONALITY, OR SOCIAL STATUS. THE
CHURCH TEACHES THAT LIFE MUST BE DEFENDED AGAINST THREATS SUCH AS ABORTION, EUTHANASIA, AND CAPITAL
PUNISHMENT.

SANCTITY oF HUMAN LIFE

THe CATHOLIC CHURCH HOLDS THAT EVERY PERSON IS CREATED IN THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD, WHICH GIVES LIFE ITS
SACRED CHARACTER. THIS BELIEF UNDERPINS THE CHURCH’S OPPOSITION TO PRACTICES THAT UNDERMINE HUMAN LIFE AND
DIGNITY. THE 7 SOCIAL TEACHINGS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH CALL FOR SOCIETAL STRUCTURES THAT UPHOLD AND PROTECT
LIFE AT ALL STAGES.

ResPECT FOR ALL PERSONS

RESPECT FOR HUMAN DIGNITY EXTENDS BEYOND PHYSICAL LIFE TO INCLUDE MORAL, SOCIAL, AND SPIRITUAL DIMENSIONS. THE
CHURCH TEACHES THAT DISCRIMINATION, MARGINALIZATION, AND VIOLENCE AGAINST INDIVIDUALS VIOLATE THIS FUNDAMENTAL
DIGNITY, AND IT ENCOURAGES EFFORTS TO PROMOTE EQUALITY AND JUSTICE.



CALL To FAMILY, COMMUNITY, AND PARTICIPATION

THE CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING ON FAMILY, COMMUNITY, AND PARTICIPATION RECOGNIZES THE FAMILY AS THE FUNDAMENTAL
UNIT OF SOCIETY. |T STRESSES THE IMPORTANCE OF SUPPORTING FAMILIES AND ENSURING THAT INDIVIDUALS ACTIVELY
PARTICIPATE IN SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL LIFE. THIS TEACHING ENCOURAGES A BALANCE BETWEEN INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS
AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES.

THE ROLE OF THE FAMILY

THE FAMILY IS VIEWED AS THE FIRST COMMUNITY WHERE INDIVIDUALS LEARN VALUES, FAITH, AND SOCIAL SKILLS. THe CHURCH
ADVOCATES FOR POLICIES THAT STRENGTHEN FAMILIES, INCLUDING SUPPORT FOR MARRIAGE, PARENTING, AND ACCESS TO
EDUCATION AND HEALTHCARE.

ENCOURAGING ACTIVE PARTICIPATION

PARTICIPATION IN COMMUNITY AND CIVIC LIFE IS ESSENTIAL FOR THE COMMON GOOD. |HE CHURCH TEACHES THAT ALL PEOPLE
HAVE A RIGHT AND DUTY TO ENGAGE IN THE CULTURAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL ASPECTS OF SOCIETY. THIS PARTICIPATION
FOSTERS SOCIAL COHESION AND PROMOTES JUSTICE.

RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

THE PRINCIPLE OF RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES HIGHLIGHTS THE BALANCE BETWEEN HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE DUTIES THAT
CORRESPOND TO THOSE RIGHTS. THE CHURCH ASSERTS THAT EVERY PERSON HAS FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS, SUCH AS THE RIGHT TO
LIFE, FOOD, SHELTER, EDUCATION, AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. THESE RIGHTS MUST BE PROTECTED BY SOCIETY AND GOVERNMENTS.

FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS

THE CHURCH’S SOCIAL TEACHINGS EMPHASIZE THAT HUMAN RIGHTS ARE UNIVERSAL AND INVIOLABLE. GOVERNMENTS AND
SOCIETIES ARE CALLED TO ENSURE THAT THESE RIGHTS ARE RESPECTED AND FULFILLED, PARTICULARLY FOR THE MOST
VULNERABLE POPULATIONS.

CORRESPONDING RESPONSIBILITIES

ALONGSIDE RIGHTS, INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES HAVE RESPONSIBILITIES TO ONE ANOTHER AND THE BROADER SOCIETY. THESE
RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE RESPECTING THE RIGHTS OF OTHERS, CONTRIBUTING TO THE COMMON GOOD, AND PROMOTING SOCIAL
JUSTICE.

OPTION FOR THE POOR AND VULNERABLE

THIS TEACHING UNDERSCORES A PREFERENTIAL CONCERN FOR THE POOR AND MARGINALIZED. THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ADVOCATES
THAT SOCIETY SHOULD PRIORITIZE THE NEEDS OF THE POOR AND VULNERABLE, ENSURING THEY RECEIVE JUSTICE, PROTECTION,
AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT.

PReFERENTIAL CONCERN

THE 7 SOCIAL TEACHINGS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH INSIST THAT ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL POLICIES SHOULD NOT ONLY
CONSIDER THE WEALTHY OR POWERFUL BUT MUST FOCUS ON UPLIFTING THOSE WHO ARE DISADVANTAGED. THIS INCLUDES



ADDRESSING POVERTY, INEQUALITY, AND SOCIAL EXCLUSION.

ACTIONS To SUPPORT THE Poor

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS OF THIS TEACHING INCLUDE CHARITABLE WORKS, SOCIAL PROGRAMS, AND ADVOCACY EFFORTS AIMED
AT IMPROVING THE LIVES OF THE POOR. THE CHURCH ENCOURAGES INDIVIDUALS AND INSTITUTIONS TO ACT IN SOLIDARITY WITH
THOSE IN NEED.

DiGNITY oF WoORK AND RIGHTS OF W/ ORKERS

THe CATHOLIC CHURCH TEACHES THAT WORK IS A FUNDAMENTAL DIMENSION OF HUMAN LIFE, CONTRIBUTING TO PERSONAL
DIGNITY AND THE COMMON GOOD. THE RIGHTS OF WORKERS MUST BE RESPECTED, INCLUDING FAIR WAGES, SAFE \WORKING
CONDITIONS, AND THE RIGHT TO ORGANIZE AND PARTICIPATE IN UNIONS.

\Work AS A MEANS OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

W/ ORK IS MORE THAN A MEANS OF SURVIVAL; IT IS A WAY FOR INDIVIDUALS TO FULFILL THEIR POTENTIAL AND CONTRIBUTE TO
SOCIETY. THE CHURCH’S SOCIAL TEACHINGS AFFIRM THE VALUE OF WORK IN BUILDING HUMAN DIGNITY AND FOSTERING SOCIAL
RELATIONSHIPS.

PROTECTING W ORKERS’ RIGHTS

THE CHURCH CALLS FOR THE PROTECTION OF WORKERS’ RIGHTS, EMPHASIZING JUST TREATMENT, EQUITABLE COMPENSATION,
AND THE RIGHT TO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING. THESE PROTECTIONS ENSURE THAT WORK ENVIRONMENTS UPHOLD HUMAN DIGNITY
AND JUSTICE.

SOLIDARITY

SOLIDARITY IS A KEY SOCIAL TEACHING THAT STRESSES THE INTERDEPENDENCE OF ALL PEOPLE AND THE RESPONSIBILITY TO
PROMOTE PEACE AND JUSTICE WORLDWIDE. |T CALLS FOR UNITY AMONG INDIVIDUALS AND NATIONS, PARTICULARLY IN
ADDRESSING GLOBAL CHALLENGES.

UNITY AND MUTUAL SUPPORT

SOLIDARITY INVOLVES RECOGNIZING OTHERS AS OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS AND ACTIVELY WORKING TO SUPPORT THEIR
WELLBEING. |T REJECTS INDIVIDUALISM AND PROMOTES A COMMITMENT TO THE COMMON GOOD ON LOCAL, NATIONAL, AND
INTERNATIONAL LEVELS.

PROMOTING PEACE AND JUSTICE

THeE CHURCH ENCOURAGES EFFORTS TO RESOLVE CONFLICTS, PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS, AND FOSTER ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT. SOLIDARITY DRIVES INITIATIVES TO REDUCE POVERTY, COMBAT DISCRIMINATION, AND BUILD INCLUSIVE
COMMUNITIES.



CARE FOrR GoD’s CREATION

THE FINAL TEACHING FOCUSES ON THE STEWARDSHIP OF THE ENVIRONMENT. THE CATHOLIC CHURCH TEACHES THAT THE EARTH
IS GOD’S CREATION ENTRUSTED TO HUMANITY, AND PEOPLE HAVE A MORAL OBLIGATION TO PROTECT AND PRESERVE NATURAL
RESOURCES FOR CURRENT AND FUTURE GENERATIONS.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY

THE 7 SOCIAL TEACHINGS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH URGE RESPECT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, EMPHASIZING SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT AND ECOLOGICAL BALANCE. THIS INCLUDES COMBATING POLLUTION, CONSERVING BIODIVERSITY, AND ADDRESSING
CLIMATE CHANGE.

INTEGRAL ECoLOGY

THIS CONCEPT LINKS CARE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT WITH SOCIAL JUSTICE, HIGHLIGHTING THAT ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION
DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTS THE POOR. THE CHURCH CALLS FOR AN INTEGRATED APPROACH THAT RESPECTS BOTH HUMAN
DIGNITY AND ECOLOGICAL HEALTH.

e RESPECT AND PROTECT ALL HUMAN LIFE
® SUPPORT AND STRENGTHEN FAMILIES AS THE FOUNDATION OF SOCIETY
e UPHOLD FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS ALONGSIDE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES

® PRIORITIZE THE NEEDS OF THE POOR AND VULNERABLE IN SOCIETY

RECOGNIZE THE DIGNITY OF WORK AND DEFEND WORKERS’ RIGHTS

FOSTER SOLIDARITY AND UNITY AMONG ALL PEOPLE

¢ PROMOTE RESPONSIBLE STEWARDSHIP OF THE ENVIRONMENT

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE 7 SOCIAL TEACHINGS OF THE CATHoLIC CHURCH?

THE 7 SOCIAL TEACHINGS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ARE: 1) LIFE AND DIGNITY OF THE HUMAN PErsON, 2) CALL TO FAMILY,
COMMUNITY, AND PARTICIPATION, 3) RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES, 4) OPTION FOR THE POOR AND VULNERABLE, 5) THE
DIGNITY OF \WORK AND THE RIGHTS OF W ORKERS, 6) SOLIDARITY, AND 7) CARE FOR GoD’S CREATION.

WHY ARE THE 7 SOCIAL TEACHINGS IMPORTANT IN THE CATHOLIC FAITH?

THE 7 SOCIAL TEACHINGS GUIDE CATHOLICS IN LIVING OUT THEIR FAITH THROUGH PROMOTING JUSTICE, HUMAN DIGNITY, AND
THE COMMON GOOD IN SOCIETY. THEY PROVIDE PRINCIPLES FOR ADDRESSING SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL ISSUES IN A
WAY CONSISTENT WITH THE GOSPEL.

How poks THE CATHoLIC CHURCH'S TEACHING ON ‘OPTION FOR THE POOR AND



VULNERABLE’ INFLUENCE SOCIAL ACTION?

THIS TEACHING CALLS CATHOLICS TO PRIORITIZE THE NEEDS OF THE POOR AND VULNERABLE, ADVOCATING FOR THEIR RIGHTS
AND WORKING TO ALLEVIATE POVERTY AND INJUSTICE THROUGH CHARITY, ADVOCACY, AND SYSTEMIC CHANGE.

IN WHAT WAYS CAN INDIVIDUALS APPLY THE TEACHING OF ‘CARE FOR Gob's
CREATION'?

INDIVIDUALS CAN APPLY THIS TEACHING BY PRACTICING ENVIRONMENTAL STEW ARDSHIP, REDUCING WASTE, CONSERVING
RESOURCES, SUPPORTING SUSTAINABLE POLICIES, AND PROMOTING AW ARENESS ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF PROTECTING THE
ENVIRONMENT.

How DOES THE TEACHING OF ‘SoLIDARITY' SHAPE CATHOLIC VIEWS ON GLOBAL
ISSUES?

SOLIDARITY EMPHASIZES UNITY AND MUTUAL SUPPORT AMONG ALL PEOPLE, ENCOURAGING CATHOLICS TO WORK FOR PEACE,
JUSTICE, AND THE WELL-BEING OF ALL, ESPECIALLY IN ADDRESSING GLOBAL CHALLENGES SUCH AS POVERTY, INEQUALITY, AND
HUMAN RIGHTS.

WHAT ROLE DOES ‘THE DIGNITY OF W ORK AND THE RIGHTS OF W ORKERS' PLAY IN
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING?

THIS TEACHING UPHOLDS THE VALUE OF WORK AS A MEANS OF PARTICIPATING IN GOD’S CREATION AND INSISTS ON FAIR WAGES,
SAFE WORKING CONDITIONS, AND THE RIGHT TO ORGANIZE, ENSURING THAT \WORKERS ARE TREATED WITH RESPECT AND DIGNITY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. CoMPASSION IN ACTION: EMBRACING HUMAN DiGNITY

THIS Book EXPLORES THE CATHOLIC CHURCH’S TEACHING ON THE INHERENT DIGNITY OF EVERY HUMAN PERSON. |T PROVIDES
INSIGHTS INTO HOW RESPECTING HUMAN LIFE AT ALL STAGES FORMS THE FOUNDATION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE. READERS WILL FIND
PRACTICAL WAYS TO PROMOTE COMPASSION AND DEFEND HUMAN RIGHTS IN EVERYDAY LIFE.

2. FAITH AND FAMILY: THE RoLE oF THE DoMesTIC CHURCH

FocusING oN THE CHURCH’S EMPHASIS ON THE FAMILY AS THE BASIC UNIT OF SOCIETY, THIS BOOK DISCUSSES THE IMPORTANCE
OF NURTURING STRONG FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE SOCIAL TEACHINGS RELATED TO MARRIAGE, PARENTING, AND
EDUCATION WITHIN THE CATHOLIC TRADITION. THE AUTHOR ALSO ADDRESSES CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES FACED BY FAMILIES.

3. Economic JusTICE FOrR ALL: CATHOLIC PERSPECTIVES ON WoORK AND WEALTH

THIS VOLUME DELVES INTO THE CHURCH’S CALL FOR JUST ECONOMIC SYSTEMS THAT SERVE THE COMMON GOOD. |T EXAMINES
THEMES SUCH AS THE RIGHTS OF WORKERS, FAIR WAGES, AND THE ETHICAL USE OF WEALTH. THE BOOK OFFERS GUIDANCE ON
HOW CATHOLICS CAN ADVOCATE FOR ECONOMIC POLICIES ROOTED IN JUSTICE AND SOLIDARITY.

4. StewArDSHIP oF CREATION: CARING FOR OUR CoMMON HoMe

INSPIRED BY CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING ON ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY, THIS BOOK DISCUSSES HUMANITY’S DUTY TO
PROTECT THE EARTH. IT INTEGRATES FAITH AND ECOLOGY, ENCOURAGING SUSTAINABLE LIVING AND RESPECT FOR CREATION.
PRACTICAL STEPS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES TO REDUCE THEIR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ARE ALSO PROVIDED.

5. SOLIDARITY AND PEACE: BUILDING A_JUST SOCIETY

THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE PRINCIPLE OF SOLIDARITY AS A COMMITMENT TO THE WELL-BEING OF ALL PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY THE
MARGINALIZED. |T EXPLORES HOW PEACE AND JUSTICE ARE INTERCONNECTED AND THE CHURCH’S ROLE IN PROMOTING
RECONCILIATION. READERS ARE INSPIRED TO ENGAGE IN SOCIAL ACTION THAT FOSTERS UNITY AND HARMONY.

6. THE PrererenNTIAL OPTION FOR THE Poor: A CALL TO SERVE
ExAMINING THE CHURCH’S EMPHASIS ON PRIORITIZING THE NEEDS OF THE POOR AND VULNERABLE, THIS BOOK ENCOURAGES
READERS TO BECOME ADVOCATES FOR SOCIAL CHANGE. |T DISCUSSES POVERTY, INEQUALITY, AND WAYS TO SUPPORT



MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES THROUGH FAITH-DRIVEN INITIATIVES. THE TEXT COMBINES THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION WITH
PRACTICAL OUTREACH STRATEGIES.

7. RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES: FOUNDATIONS OF CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING

THIS TITLE PROVIDES AN OVERVIEW OF THE BALANCE BETWEEN INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES AS TAUGHT BY
THE CHURCH. |T EXPLAINS HOW THESE PRINCIPLES GUIDE ETHICAL DECISION-MAKING IN SOCIETY. THE BOOK ALSO ADDRESSES
CONTEMPORARY ISSUES SUCH AS IMMIGRATION, HEALTHCARE, AND EDUCATION FROM THIS PERSPECTIVE.

8. PARTICIPATION AND DEMOCRACY: THE CALL TO CIvIC ENGAGEMENT

FOCUSING ON THE IMPORTANCE OF ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN POLITICAL AND SOCIAL LIFE, THIS BOOK REFLECTS ON THE
CHURCH’S TEACHING THAT EVERYONE SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TO THE COMMON GOOD. |T ENCOURAGES INFORMED AND RESPONSIBLE
INVOLVEMENT IN DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES. THE AUTHOR PRESENTS EXAMPLES OF EFFECTIVE CIVIC ENGAGEMENT ROOTED IN
CATHOLIC VALUES.

Q. PEACEBUILDING IN A Divipep WorLD: CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING ON CONFLICT RESOLUTION

THIS WORK EXPLORES THE CHURCH’S TEACHINGS ON PEACE, NONVIOLENCE, AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION. |T OFFERS THEOLOGICAL
INSIGHTS AND PRACTICAL APPROACHES TO ADDRESSING SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CONFLICTS. THE BOOK IS A VALUABLE
RESOURCE FOR THOSE SEEKING TO PROMOTE JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION IN DIVIDED COMMUNITIES.
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