8TH GRADE US HISTORY

8TH GRADE US HISTORY IS A VITAL SUBJECT THAT INTRODUCES STUDENTS TO THE FOUNDATIONAL EVENTS, FIGURES, AND
THEMES THAT HAVE SHAPED THE UNITED STATES. COVERING A BROAD TIMELINE, THIS CURRICULUM TYPICALLY SPANS FROM THE
EARLY COLONIAL PERIOD THROUGH THE CIVIL W/ AR AND RECONSTRUCTION. |T PROVIDES LEARNERS WITH A COMPREHENSIVE
UNDERSTANDING OF POLITICAL, SOCIAL, AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS IN AMERICAN HISTORY. STUDENTS EXPLORE KEY
CONCEPTS SUCH AS THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, THE CONSTITUTION/ WESTWARD EXPANSION, AND THE CAUSES AND
CONSEQUENCES OF THE CIVIL W AR. THIS ARTICLE WILL GUIDE READERS THROUGH ESSENTIAL TOPICS COMMONLY COVERED IN
8TH GrADE US HISTORY, INCLUDING IMPORTANT HISTORICAL EVENTS, INFLUENTIAL LEADERS, AND THE CULTURAL
TRANSFORMATIONS THAT DEFINED THE NATION’S GROWTH. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS OFFER A STRUCTURED OVERVIEW TO
SUPPORT ACADEMIC SUCCESS AND DEEPEN HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE.

CoLoNIAL AMERICA AND EARLY SETTLEMENTS

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION AND INDEPENDENCE

THe CONSTITUTION AND THE NEW REPUBLIC

o WESTWARD EXPANSION AND MANIFEST DESTINY

THe CiviL W AR AND RECONSTRUCTION ERA

CoLoNIAL AMERICA AND EARLY SETTLEMENTS

THE STUDY OF COLONIAL AMERICA IS A FUNDAMENTAL PART OF 8 TH GRADE US HISTORY, FOCUSING ON THE ESTABLISHMENT
AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE FIRST EUROPEAN SETTLEMENTS. THIS PERIOD HIGHLIGHTS THE INTERACTIONS BETWEEN NATIVE
AMERICAN POPULATIONS AND EUROPEAN SETTLERS, AS WELL AS THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL STRUCTURES THAT EMERGED.

FouNDING oF THE COLONIES

STUDENTS LEARN ABOUT THE MOTIVATIONS BEHIND EUROPEAN COLONIZATION, INCLUDING RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, ECONOMIC
OPPORTUNITIES, AND POLITICAL AMBITIONS. KEY SETTLEMENTS SUCH ASJAMESTO\X/N, PLYMOUTH/ AND MASSACHUSETTS BAY
ARE EXAMINED FOR THEIR UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS AND CHALLENGES.

CoLoNIAL LIFE AND SOCIETY

THE CURRICULUM COVERS THE DAILY LIVES OF COLONISTS, INCLUDING FAMILY STRUCTURES, LABOR SYSTEMS LIKE INDENTURED
SERVITUDE AND SLAVERY, AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. (UNDERSTANDING THESE ASPECTS HELPS EXPLAIN THE
FOUNDATION OF AMERICAN CULTURE AND GOVERNANCE.

THE ROLE OF RELIGION IN COLONIZATION

e ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES SUCH AS AGRICULTURE AND TRADE

® RELATIONS WITH NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES

® THE IMPACT OF GEOGRAPHY ON SETTLEMENT PATTERNS



THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION AND INDEPENDENCE

THIS SECTION EXPLORES THE CAUSES, MAJOR EVENTS, AND OUTCOMES OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN
US HISTORY STUDIED IN THE 8 TH GRADE CURRICULUM. |T EMPHASIZES THE IDEOLOGICAL AND POLITICAL SHIFTS THAT LED TO
THE CREATION OF AN INDEPENDENT NATION.

CAUSES OF THE REVOLUTION

STUDENTS ANALYZE FACTORS SUCH AS TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION, BRITISH COLONIAL POLICIES, AND GROWING
COLONIAL UNITY. THE IMPACT OF EVENTS LIKE THE BOSTON TEA PARTY AND THE INTOLERABLE ACTS IS ALSO DISCUSSED TO
PROVIDE CONTEXT FOR THE REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT.

MAaJorR BATTLES AND KEY FIGURES

THE STUDY INCLUDES SIGNIFICANT BATTLES SUCH AS LEXINGTON AND CONCORD, SARATOGA, AND Y ORKTOWN. INFLUENTIAL
LEADERS LIKE GEORGE W/ ASHINGTON, THOMAS JEFFERSON, AND BENJAMIN FRANKLIN ARE HIGHLIGHTED FOR THEIR ROLES IN
ACHIEVING INDEPENDENCE.

THe DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT THE DECLARATION’S PRINCIPLES AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE IN AMERICAN HISTORY HELPS STUDENTS GRASP THE
VALUES THAT SHAPED THE NEW NATION. THE DOCUMENT’S EMPHASIS ON LIBERTY, EQUALITY, AND SELF-GOVERNANCE IS
CENTRAL TO UNDERSTANDING THE REVOLUTION’S LEGACY.

THe CoNsSTITUTION AND THE NEW RePUBLIC

THE FORMATION OF THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION IS A CRITICAL TOPIC IN 8 TH GRADE US HISTORY, ILLUSTRATING THE
CREATION OF A FRAMEWORK FOR GOVERNMENT AND LAW. THIS SECTION COVERS THE CHALLENGES FACED IN UNITING THE STATES
AND ESTABLISHING A FUNCTIONAL POLITICAL SYSTEM.

THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION

STUDENTS STUDY THE LIMITATIONS OF THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION, WHICH SERVED AS THE FIRST GOVERNING DOCUMENT
BUT PROVED INADEQUATE FOR MANAGING THE NEW NATION’S NEEDS.

THe ConsTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

THE DEBATES AND COMPROMISES MADE DURING THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, INCLUDING THE GREAT COMPROMISE AND
THE THREE-FIFTHS COMPROMISE, ARE ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTANDING THE CONSTITUTION’S STRUCTURE.

BiLL ofF RIGHTS AND FEDERALISM

THE FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS, KNOWN AS THE BiLL oF RIGHTS, ARE EXAMINED FOR THEIR ROLE IN PROTECTING INDIVIDUAL
LIBERTIES. THE BALANCE OF POWER BETWEEN FEDERAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS, OR FEDERALISM, IS ALSO A KEY CONCEPT
STUDIED IN THIS UNIT.



WESTWARD EXPANSION AND MANIFEST DESTINY

THIS PART OF 8TH GRADE US HISTORY FOCUSES ON THE 19QTH-CENTURY MOVEMENT OF AMERICAN SETTLERS WESTWARD AND
THE IDEOLOGICAL BELIEF KNOWN AS MANIFEST DESTINY. THE EXPANSION OF THE UNITED STATES’ TERRITORY HAD PROFOUND
EFFECTS ON THE NATION'S DEVELOPMENT.

CAUSES AND EFFECTS oF WESTWARD MOVEMENT

Economic OPPORTUNITIES, LAND AVAILABILITY, AND POPULATION GROWTH DROVE MANY AMERICANS TO MOVE WEST. THIS
MIGRATION LED TO CONFLICTS WITH NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES AND RAISED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE EXTENSION OF SLAVERY
INTO NEW TERRITORIES.

Key EVENTS AND TERRITORIES

THe LouisiaANA PURCHASE, THE OREGON TRAIL, AND THE MEXICAN-AMERICAN W/ AR ARE SIGNIFICANT TOPICS THAT
ILLUSTRATE TERRITORIAL GROWTH. THE ANNEXATION OF TEXAS AND THE ACQUISITION OF CALIFORNIA ALSO DEMONSTRATE
THE NATION’S EXPANDING BORDERS.

® THE IMPACT ON NATIVE AMERICAN POPULATIONS
o DEVELOPMENT OF NEW STATES AND TERRITORIES
® TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS SUCH AS THE RAILROAD

e ECONOMIC CHANGES RESULTING FROM EXPANSION

THe CiviL W AR AND RECONSTRUCTION ERA

THe CiviL W AR AND RECONSTRUCTION REPRESENT ONE OF THE MOST TRANSFORMATIVE PERIODS IN US HISTORY. THIS
SECTION, CRUCIAL FOR 8TH GRADE US HISTORY STUDIES, COVERS THE CAUSES, MAJOR EVENTS, AND AFTERMATH OF THE
CONFLICT.

Causes ofF THE CiviL W AR

STUDENTS EXPLORE THE DEEP DIVISIONS OVER SLAVERY, STATES’ RIGHTS, AND ECONOMIC DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE NORTH AND
SOUTH. THE IMPACT OF ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENTS AND KEY EVENTS LIKE THE DRED SCOTT DECISION ARE ALSO EXAMINED.

MAJOR BATTLES AND LEADERS

THE CURRICULUM INCLUDES IMPORTANT BATTLES SUCH AS GETTYSBURG AND ANTIETAM, AND PROFILES SIGNIFICANT FIGURES
LIKE ABRAHAM LINCOLN, ULYSSES S. GRANT, AND ROBERT E. LEE. UNDERSTANDING THEIR LEADERSHIP PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO
THE WAR’S PROGRESSION.

ReECONSTRUCTION AND |TS CHALLENGES

THE PERIOD AFTER THE WAR INVOLVED EFFORTS TO REBUILD THE SOUTH, INTEGRATE FREED SLAVES INTO SOCIETY, AND REDEFINE
CITIZENSHIP. THE SUCCESSES AND FAILURES OF RECONSTRUCTION POLICIES ARE CRITICAL TOPICS FOR UNDERSTANDING THE



NATION’S RECOVERY.

1. REBUILDING THE SOUTHERN ECONOMY AND INFRASTRUCTURE
2. PAssAGE of THE 13TH, 14TH, AND 15TH AMENDMENTS
3. RESISTANCE AND THE RISE OF SEGREGATIONIST POLICIES

4. LONG-TERM IMPACTS ON AMERICAN SOCIETY

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT WERE THE MAIN CAUSES OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION?

THE MAIN CAUSES OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION INCLUDED TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION, THE STAMP ACT, THE
BosTon TeA PARTY, AND THE INTOLERABLE ACTS, WHICH TOGETHER FUELED COLONIAL DISSATISFACTION WITH BRITISH RULE.

\W/HO WERE THE KEY FIGURES IN THE DRAFTING OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE?

KEY FIGURES IN DRAFTING THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE INCLUDED THOMAS JEFFERSON, JOHN ADAMS, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,
ROGER SHERMAN, AND ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON.

WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES?

THE CONSTITUTION ESTABLISHED THE FRAMEWORK FOR THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, CREATED A SYSTEM OF CHECKS AND
BALANCES, AND OUTLINED THE RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS, MAKING IT THE SUPREME LAW OF THE LAND.

How pib THE CiviL W AR IMPACT THE UNITED STATES?

THe CiviL W AR PRESERVED THE UNION, ENDED SLAVERY THROUGH THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION AND THE 13TH
AMENDMENT, AND LED TO SIGNIFICANT SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGES IN THE COUNTRY.

WHAT WERE THE MAJOR SOCIAL REFORMS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERAP

MAJOR SOCIAL REFORMS DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA INCLUDED IMPROVING LABOR CONDITIONS, WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE,
TEMPERANCE, EDUCATION REFORMS, AND EFFORTS TO REDUCE CORRUPTION IN GOVERNMENT.

How biD THE GREAT DEPRESSION AFFECT AMERICAN FAMILIES AND SOCIETY?

THE GREAT DEPRESSION CAUSED WIDESPREAD UNEMPLOYMENT, POVERTY, AND HOMELESSNESS, LEADING TO CHANGES IN
GOVERNMENT POLICY SUCH AS THE NEw DEAL PROGRAMS AIMED AT ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND SOCIAL SUPPORT.

WHAT WAS THE ROLE OF THE UNITED STATES IN WORLD W AR II?

THE UNITED STATES PLAYED A CRITICAL ROLE IN W ORLD W AR || BY PROVIDING MILITARY AND ECONOMIC SUPPORT TO THE
ALLIES, ENGAGING IN MAJOR BATTLES IN EUROPE AND THE PACIFIC, AND CONTRIBUTING TO THE EVENTUAL DEFEAT OF THE AXIS
POWERS.



WHAT LeD To THE CivIL RIGHTS MoVEMENT IN THE 1950s anp 1960s?

THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT WAS DRIVEN BY THE DESIRE TO END RACIAL SEGREGATION AND DISCRIMINATION, SPARKED BY
EVENTS LIKE THE BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION DECISION, Rosa Pagrks' PROTEST, AND WIDESPREAD ACTIVISM FOR EQUAL
RIGHTS.

How DID WESTWARD EXPANSION AFFECT NATIVE AMERICAN COMMUNITIES?

W/ESTWARD EXPANSION LED TO THE DISPLACEMENT, LOSS OF LANDS, AND CULTURAL DISRUPTION OF NATIVE AMERICAN
COMMUNITIES THROUGH POLICIES LIKE THE INDIAN REMOVAL ACT AND CONFLICTS SUCH AS THE TRAIL OF TEARS.

\W/HAT WERE THE CAUSES AND OUTCOMES OF THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE?

THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE WAS CAUSED BY FRANCE'S NEED FOR FUNDS AND AMERICAN DESIRE FOR WESTWARD EXPANSION. THE
OUTCOME WAS THE DOUBLING OF THE UNITED STATES’ TERRITORY, GREATLY EXPANDING ITS RESOURCES AND INFLUENCE.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. FOUNDING FATHERS: THE BIRTH OF A NATION

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE LIVES AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE FOUNDING FATHERS OF THE UNITED STATES. |T DELVES INTO
THEIR IDEAS, CHALLENGES, AND THE DRAFTING OF THE CONSTITUTION. PERFECT FOR 8 TH GRADERS, IT PROVIDES A CLEAR AND
ENGAGING OVERVIEW OF AMERICA’S EARLY POLITICAL HISTORY.

2. THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION: A FIGHT FOR FREEDOM

DETAILING THE CAUSES, MAJOR BATTLES, AND OUTCOMES OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE
LOOK AT THE WAR THAT ESTABLISHED THE UNITED STATES. STUDENTS WILL LEARN ABOUT KEY FIGURES LIKE GEORGE

X/ ASHINGTON AND THOMAS JEFFERSON, AS WELL AS THE IMPACT OF THE REVOLUTION ON SOCIETY.

3. WesTwArRD ExPANSION AND NATIVE AMERICAN LIVES

THIS BOOK COVERS THE PERIOD OF WESTWARD EXPANSION IN THE 19TH CENTURY, FOCUSING ON BOTH THE PIONEERS AND THE
NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES AFFECTED BY THIS MOVEMENT. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE CULTURAL CONFLICTS, TREATIES, AND CHANGES IN
THE AMERICAN LANDSCAPE DURING THIS TRANSFORMATIVE ERA.

4. Civi WAR: BROTHER AGAINST BROTHER

AN ACCESSIBLE YET DETAILED ACCOUNT OF THE CIVIL W/ AR, THIS BOOK EXPLAINS THE CAUSES, MAJOR BATTLES, AND
CONSEQUENCES OF THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE NORTH AND SOUTH. |T ALSO EXAMINES THE EXPERIENCES OF SOLDIERS AND
CIVILIANS, AND THE LASTING EFFECTS ON AMERICAN SOCIETY.

5. THe GREAT DEPRESSION AND THE NEw DEAL

FOCUSING ON THE ECONOMIC CHALLENGES OF THE 1930s, THIS BOOK EXPLAINS HOW THE GREAT DEPRESSION AFFECTED
EVERYDAY AMERICANS AND HOW THE NEW DEAL PROGRAMS SOUGHT TO PROVIDE RELIEF AND REFORM. |T INCLUDES STORIES OF
RESILIENCE AND GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION DURING TOUGH TIMES.

6. THe CiviL RIGHTS MOVEMENT: STRUGGLE FOR EQUALITY

THIS BOOK INTRODUCES STUDENTS TO THE KEY EVENTS, LEADERS, AND LEGISLATION OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT IN THE
1950s anD 1960s. IT EMPHASIZES THE FIGHT AGAINST SEGREGATION AND DISCRIMINATION, HIGHLIGHTING FIGURES LIKE MARTIN
LUTHER KING JR. AND ROSA PARKS.

7. INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION: CHANGING AMERICA

COVERING THE PERIOD OF RAPID INDUSTRIAL GROWTH IN THE LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES, THIS BOOK EXPLAINS
HOW INVENTIONS, FACTORIES, AND URBANIZATION TRANSFORMED THE UNITED STATES. T ALSO ADDRESSES THE CHALLENGES
FACED BY WORKERS AND THE RISE OF LABOR UNIONS.

8. IMMIGRATION AND THE AMERICAN DREAM

THIS BOOK EXAMINES THE WAVES OF IMMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES, FOCUSING ON THE EXPERIENCES OF DIFFERENT
IMMIGRANT GROUPS. |T DISCUSSES THE REASONS PEOPLE CAME, THE CHALLENGES THEY FACED, AND THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO
AMERICAN CULTURE AND SOCIETY.



9. WorLp WAR Il: AMERICA’S ROLE AND IMPACT

DETAILING THE CAUSES, MAJOR EVENTS, AND AFTERMATH OF W ORLD W AR Il, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE UNITED STATES’
INVOLVEMENT BOTH AT HOME AND ABROAD. |IT COVERS MILITARY CAMPAIGNS, THE HOME FRONT, AND THE WAR’S LONG-TERM
EFFECTS ON GLOBAL POLITICS AND AMERICAN SOCIETY.
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