
a class divided answers
a class divided answers provide essential insights into the thought-provoking
documentary "A Class Divided," which explores issues of discrimination, prejudice, and
social psychology through a classroom experiment. This article offers comprehensive a
class divided answers to common questions about the film’s themes, historical context, and
psychological implications. By examining the experiment led by Jane Elliott, viewers gain a
clearer understanding of how social divisions based on arbitrary characteristics can
influence behavior and attitudes. The article also addresses the impact of the documentary
on educational practices and diversity training. Readers seeking detailed explanations and
thoughtful analysis will find valuable information organized for easy navigation. Explore the
following sections to deepen your knowledge and find precise answers related to a class
divided.

Overview of A Class Divided Experiment

Key Themes and Messages

Psychological Concepts Demonstrated

Impact and Educational Significance

Frequently Asked Questions

Overview of A Class Divided Experiment
The documentary "A Class Divided" centers on an experiment conducted by Jane Elliott, a
third-grade teacher, in the aftermath of Martin Luther King Jr.'s assassination. The
experiment involved dividing students into groups based on eye color to simulate
discrimination and demonstrate the effects of prejudice. Elliott assigned superiority to one
group while labeling the other as inferior, switching roles the following day to illustrate the
arbitrary nature of discrimination. This social experiment revealed how quickly and
profoundly children could adopt biased behaviors and internalize social hierarchies.

Background and Purpose
Jane Elliott’s motivation was to teach her students about racism and empathy by providing
a firsthand experience of discrimination. By using eye color, a visible but irrelevant
characteristic, she created a controlled setting to observe changes in behavior and
attitudes. The purpose was educational, aiming to foster awareness and reduce prejudiced
thinking among young learners. The experiment has since been widely discussed for its
innovative approach to social psychology and anti-racism education.



Methodology and Procedure
The procedure involved separating students into blue-eyed and brown-eyed groups. On the
first day, one group was told they were superior, receiving privileges and positive
reinforcement, while the other was subjected to restrictions and negative feedback. On the
second day, the roles reversed. This method highlighted the arbitrary basis of
discrimination and the ease with which bias can be learned and enacted. Observations
documented increased hostility, decreased academic performance, and emotional distress
among the discriminated group.

Key Themes and Messages
"A Class Divided" conveys several important themes related to social justice, human
behavior, and education. Understanding these themes is essential to grasp the full
significance of the documentary and its implications for combating prejudice.

Prejudice and Discrimination
The central theme is the demonstration of prejudice as a learned behavior that can be
unlearned through awareness and education. The experiment reveals that discrimination is
not inherent but socially constructed and perpetuated by societal norms and attitudes.
Elliott’s approach underscores the damaging effects of unfair treatment based on arbitrary
traits.

Empathy and Social Awareness
Another key message is the cultivation of empathy by encouraging participants to
experience discrimination firsthand. This experiential learning fosters a deeper
understanding of the emotional impact of inequality and motivates a commitment to
fairness and inclusion. The documentary advocates for increased social awareness to
challenge systemic biases.

Power Dynamics and Social Hierarchies
The film also explores how power dynamics operate in social settings, illustrating how
individuals in positions of power can enforce and maintain hierarchies. The ease with which
children accepted the roles of oppressor and oppressed reflects broader societal patterns of
dominance and subordination. Recognizing these dynamics is crucial for addressing social
injustice.

Psychological Concepts Demonstrated
The experiment in "A Class Divided" offers practical examples of foundational psychological
principles related to group behavior, identity, and social influence.



In-Group vs. Out-Group Bias
The division of students into eye color groups exemplifies the psychological concept of in-
group favoritism and out-group discrimination. Participants quickly identified with their
assigned groups, showing preferential treatment to in-group members while exhibiting
prejudice against the out-group. This phenomenon explains many real-world social conflicts
and biases.

Stereotyping and Social Conditioning
Students adopted stereotypes assigned by the experimenter, demonstrating how social
conditioning shapes perceptions and expectations. These stereotypes influenced behavior,
academic performance, and interpersonal interactions, highlighting the power of labels and
preconceived notions.

Conformity and Obedience
The experiment also illustrates conformity to social roles and obedience to authority.
Students complied with Elliott’s instructions and reinforced discriminatory norms, reflecting
how social pressures encourage individuals to conform to group expectations even when
they conflict with personal values.

Impact and Educational Significance
The influence of "A Class Divided" extends beyond the classroom experiment, affecting
educational methods, diversity training, and social psychology research.

Influence on Diversity and Inclusion Training
The documentary has been widely used in workshops and corporate training programs to
illustrate the mechanics of prejudice and the importance of diversity. Its experiential
approach helps participants recognize biases and develop strategies to foster inclusive
environments. Many organizations credit the film with enhancing empathy and reducing
discriminatory behaviors.

Educational Applications and Critiques
Educators have adopted Elliott’s methods to teach social justice and anti-racism concepts,
though some critique the experiment for ethical concerns related to emotional distress.
Discussions focus on balancing impactful learning with the well-being of participants.
Nonetheless, the experiment remains a landmark case study in experiential education.



Legacy in Social Psychology
"A Class Divided" contributes to the understanding of prejudice and group dynamics by
providing a vivid, real-world example of psychological theories. It continues to inspire
research and dialogue about social identity, discrimination, and methods for promoting
equality.

Frequently Asked Questions
This section addresses common queries related to a class divided answers, helping clarify
details about the experiment and its implications.

What was the main goal of Jane Elliott’s experiment?1.
To teach children about the arbitrary nature of discrimination and the harmful effects
of prejudice by creating a simulated experience of social division.

How did the children react to being labeled superior or inferior?2.
Children quickly internalized their assigned status, with superior groups showing
arrogance and prejudice, while inferior groups exhibited lowered self-esteem and
poorer academic performance.

Is the experiment considered ethical today?3.
The experiment raises ethical questions due to the emotional distress caused, and
modern standards require careful consideration and informed consent before
conducting similar studies.

How does the film contribute to understanding racism?4.
It demonstrates that racism is learned and maintained through socialization,
emphasizing the role of education in combating discriminatory attitudes.

Can this experiment be applied in adult settings?5.
Yes, variations of the experiment have been used in diversity training for adults to
promote empathy and awareness of unconscious biases.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Class Divided'?
The main theme of 'A Class Divided' is the exploration of discrimination and prejudice
through a classroom experiment that demonstrates the arbitrary and unfair nature of such
biases.



Who conducted the experiment featured in 'A Class
Divided'?
The experiment was conducted by Jane Elliott, a third-grade teacher in Riceville, Iowa.

What was the purpose of the blue eyes/brown eyes
exercise in 'A Class Divided'?
The purpose was to teach children about the effects of discrimination and to foster empathy
by having them experience what it feels like to be treated unfairly based on eye color.

How did the students react during the blue eyes/brown
eyes exercise?
The students quickly adopted behaviors of superiority or inferiority based on their eye color,
showing changes in behavior, self-esteem, and academic performance.

What lesson does 'A Class Divided' teach about
prejudice?
It teaches that prejudice is learned and can be unlearned, emphasizing the importance of
awareness and empathy in overcoming discrimination.

When was the original 'Blue Eyes/Brown Eyes' exercise
conducted?
The original exercise was conducted in 1968, shortly after the assassination of Martin
Luther King Jr.

How has 'A Class Divided' impacted education and
diversity training?
'A Class Divided' has been widely used in schools and diversity training programs to
illustrate the impact of discrimination and to promote inclusivity and understanding.

What changes were observed in students’ academic
performance during the exercise?
Students who were labeled as inferior performed worse academically, while those labeled
superior performed better, demonstrating the psychological impact of discrimination.

Is 'A Class Divided' still relevant today?
Yes, 'A Class Divided' remains relevant as it provides a powerful and practical
demonstration of how discrimination affects individuals and highlights the importance of
combating prejudice in society.



Additional Resources
1. A Class Divided: Then and Now
This book revisits the famous 1970s third-grade classroom experiment conducted by Jane
Elliott, examining its long-term effects on participants and society. It includes firsthand
accounts and contemporary analysis of racial prejudice and empathy. The book offers
valuable insights into the dynamics of discrimination and social justice education.

2. Lessons from a Class Divided
A comprehensive exploration of the psychological and social impact of Jane Elliott’s
classroom exercise on both children and adults. The author delves into themes of systemic
racism, group identity, and the power of experiential learning. It’s an essential read for
educators and social activists.

3. Divided We Learn: Understanding Prejudice Through Education
This book discusses various educational experiments and programs designed to confront
and reduce prejudice in schools. It highlights the successes and challenges of approaches
like the "blue eyes/brown eyes" exercise. Readers gain a deeper understanding of the role
education plays in shaping social attitudes.

4. Breaking Barriers: Stories from a Class Divided
Featuring personal narratives from participants of Elliott’s experiment and similar
initiatives, this book showcases transformative moments of awareness and change. It
captures the emotional and intellectual journeys of individuals grappling with ingrained
biases. The stories inspire hope for a more equitable society.

5. The Psychology Behind A Class Divided
An in-depth analysis of the cognitive and emotional mechanisms triggered by the class
divided exercise. The author explains how group dynamics, stereotypes, and authority
influence behavior and perception. This book is ideal for students of psychology and social
sciences interested in prejudice reduction.

6. Teaching Tolerance: A Class Divided Approach
This practical guide provides educators with tools and strategies inspired by Jane Elliott’s
methods to foster inclusivity and empathy in the classroom. It includes lesson plans,
discussion prompts, and reflections to help students confront bias constructively. The book
emphasizes the importance of experiential learning in diversity education.

7. Race and Education: Lessons from a Class Divided
Focusing on the intersection of race and educational practices, this book investigates how
racial biases affect teaching and learning environments. It uses Elliott’s experiment as a
case study to discuss broader societal issues. The book encourages educators and
policymakers to rethink and reform racial dynamics in schools.

8. Empathy in Action: The Legacy of A Class Divided
This title explores how the empathy cultivated through the class divided exercise has
influenced social justice movements and educational reforms. It examines the ripple effects
of fostering understanding across racial and social divides. Readers learn about the
potential for empathy to drive meaningful change.

9. From Division to Unity: Transforming Classrooms and Communities



This book presents innovative approaches to overcoming division within educational
settings and beyond. It draws on lessons from Jane Elliott’s experiment and other programs
aimed at bridging gaps between different social groups. The author offers hopeful
perspectives on building inclusive, united communities through education.
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