
a jury of her peers commonlit answers

a jury of her peers commonlit answers provides valuable insights and comprehensive explanations for
understanding the short story "A Jury of Her Peers" by Susan Glaspell. This article delves into detailed
responses to commonly asked questions on CommonLit, a popular educational platform, helping students and
educators grasp the themes, characters, and symbolism within the story. By exploring the context and critical
analysis offered in these answers, readers can better appreciate the social commentary and feminist undertones
embedded in the narrative. Additionally, this guide addresses character motivations, plot developments, and the
story’s historical significance to enrich the reading experience. Whether preparing for exams or seeking a deeper
literary understanding, these a jury of her peers commonlit answers serve as a reliable resource. Below is a
structured overview of the content covered in this article, guiding readers through key aspects of the story
and its interpretations.

Understanding the Plot and Setting

Character Analysis and Motivations

Thematic Exploration in "A Jury of Her Peers"

Symbolism and Literary Devices

CommonLit Questions and Model Answers

Historical and Social Context

Understanding the Plot and Setting

The foundation of a jury of her peers commonlit answers begins with a clear understanding of the plot and
setting of Susan Glaspell’s story. The narrative unfolds in the early 20th century rural Midwest, centering
on the investigation of Mrs. Wright’s home following the mysterious death of her husband. The story’s setting
plays a crucial role, reflecting the isolation and gender dynamics that influence the characters’ actions and
perspectives. Recognizing the confined household environment helps readers appreciate the underlying tension and
social commentary present throughout the narrative.

Summary of Key Events

The story opens with the arrival of the county attorney, sheriff, and other men at the Wright household to
investigate the circumstances of Mr. Wright’s death. Accompanying them are Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters, the
wives of the men, who observe the domestic space and its neglected condition. Through their observations and
conversations, the women uncover subtle clues that reveal Mrs. Wright’s emotional suffering and possible
motive for the crime. The plot culminates in the women’s decision to conceal vital evidence, highlighting themes
of empathy and justice.

Importance of Setting in the Narrative

The isolated farmhouse setting underscores the loneliness and hardship experienced by Mrs. Wright, formerly
Minnie Foster. This physical and emotional isolation is central to the story’s critique of gender roles and
societal expectations in rural communities. The setting acts almost as a character itself, shaping the
narrative’s mood and influencing the characters’ interactions.



Character Analysis and Motivations

In-depth character analysis is essential to grasp the nuances explored in a jury of her peers commonlit answers.
The story’s characters represent broader social archetypes, particularly concerning gender and power
dynamics. Understanding their motivations and relationships enriches the interpretation of the plot and
thematic elements.

Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters

Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters serve as the central female figures who empathize with Mrs. Wright’s plight. Mrs.
Hale, who regrets her earlier absence from Mrs. Wright’s life, embodies solidarity and compassion, while Mrs.
Peters experiences a transformation from law-abiding citizen to a woman who questions justice through a
gendered lens. Their shared experience as women leads them to challenge the male-dominated legal system.

Mrs. Wright (Minnie Foster)

Mrs. Wright is portrayed through the women’s observations and reflections rather than direct dialogue. Once
lively and cheerful, she has become withdrawn and oppressed due to her marriage and isolation. This
transformation motivates the women’s decision to protect her, highlighting the story’s focus on the emotional
and psychological consequences of societal neglect.

Male Characters

The male characters, including the county attorney and the sheriff, represent the authoritative, patriarchal
society that overlooks the perspectives and experiences of women. Their dismissive attitudes toward domestic
concerns and female intuition contribute to the central conflict and underscore the story’s feminist critique.

Thematic Exploration in "A Jury of Her Peers"

Thematic analysis is a cornerstone of a jury of her peers commonlit answers, as the story explores several
profound and interrelated themes. These themes resonate with issues of justice, gender inequality, and the
complexities of human empathy.

Justice and Moral Judgment

The story challenges traditional notions of justice by contrasting legal judgment with moral understanding.
The women’s decision to conceal evidence suggests an alternative form of justice rooted in empathy and shared
experience rather than rigid legalism. This theme invites readers to consider the limitations of the law when
applied without sensitivity to context.

Gender Roles and Patriarchy

A central theme is the critique of patriarchal structures that marginalize women’s experiences. The story
illustrates how societal expectations confine women to domestic roles and dismiss their insights. The women’s
secret collaboration highlights resistance to these oppressive norms.



Isolation and Loneliness

Isolation is portrayed both physically through the rural setting and emotionally through Mrs. Wright’s life.
The theme emphasizes the damaging effects of loneliness and lack of community support, particularly for women
in early 20th-century rural America.

Symbolism and Literary Devices

Understanding symbolism and literary devices enriches a jury of her peers commonlit answers by revealing deeper
layers of meaning in the text. Susan Glaspell employs various techniques to underscore the story’s themes and
character dynamics.

The Quilt and Sewing

The unfinished quilt symbolizes Mrs. Wright’s disrupted life and mental state. The women’s attention to the
quilting reflects their connection to her and serves as a metaphor for piecing together the truth. The erratic
stitching patterns reveal her emotional turmoil.

The Broken Birdcage

The birdcage and the dead bird found inside symbolize Mrs. Wright’s lost happiness and stifled spirit. The dead bird
represents the death of joy and freedom in her life, aligning with the story’s critique of oppressive domesticity.

Use of Dialogue and Omissions

Glaspell’s use of sparse dialogue and significant silences emphasizes what is left unsaid between characters,
highlighting the gap between male and female perspectives. This subtle narrative technique deepens the story’s
tension and meaning.

CommonLit Questions and Model Answers

CommonLit provides structured questions designed to assess comprehension and critical thinking regarding "A
Jury of Her Peers." The following model answers align with typical inquiries and exemplify the analytical depth
encouraged by the platform.

What is the significance of the story’s title?1.

The title "A Jury of Her Peers" suggests that the women, who understand Mrs. Wright’s circumstances,
act as a jury distinct from the legal system. It highlights the theme of female solidarity and alternative
justice.

How do Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters’ attitudes toward Mrs. Wright change?2.

Initially distant, both women develop empathy as they uncover the emotional hardships Mrs. Wright
endured, leading them to protect her from legal judgment.

What role does setting play in the story?3.

The isolated rural setting reflects Mrs. Wright’s loneliness and the restrictive social environment,



which contribute to her despair and actions.

Explain the symbolism of the dead bird.4.

The dead bird symbolizes Mrs. Wright’s lost joy and the emotional cruelty she suffered in her marriage.

Why do the women decide to hide the evidence?5.

They empathize with Mrs. Wright’s suffering and believe that the law does not account for the
emotional and social oppression she faced, choosing compassion over legality.

Historical and Social Context

Understanding the historical and social context enhances comprehension of a jury of her peers commonlit
answers. The story was written in 1917, reflecting early feminist ideas and social criticism relevant to its
time.

Women’s Roles in the Early 20th Century

During this period, women were largely confined to domestic spheres with limited legal and social rights. The
story critiques these restrictions by exposing the emotional costs borne by women like Mrs. Wright.

The Women’s Suffrage Movement

Emerging feminist movements influenced Glaspell’s writing, advocating for women’s rights and recognition. The
story implicitly supports these ideas by portraying female characters who challenge patriarchal authority.

Legal Systems and Gender Bias

The legal system depicted reflects gender bias, where women’s perspectives are marginalized. This context
explains the women’s decision to form their own "jury," emphasizing the inadequacy of formal justice systems for
women.

Significance of Community and Isolation

The rural setting underscores the isolation many women faced, lacking supportive communities. The story calls
attention to the need for empathy and understanding within social structures.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Jury of Her Peers' in CommonLit?

The main theme of 'A Jury of Her Peers' is the exploration of gender roles and the solidarity among women in the
face of patriarchal injustice.



How do the female characters in 'A Jury of Her Peers' demonstrate empathy?

The female characters, Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters, show empathy by understanding Mrs. Wright's loneliness and
suffering, which leads them to protect her by hiding evidence that could incriminate her.

What role does the setting play in 'A Jury of Her Peers'?

The setting, a rural farmhouse, highlights the isolation and hardships faced by Mrs. Wright, which helps explain
her emotional state and the motives behind her actions.

Why do Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters decide not to share the evidence they find?

They choose not to share the evidence because they sympathize with Mrs. Wright's situation and recognize the
oppressive conditions she endured, deciding that the law might not deliver true justice for her.

How does 'A Jury of Her Peers' critique the justice system?

The story critiques the justice system by showing how it overlooks the experiences and perspectives of women,
suggesting that the law can be blind to the social and emotional realities that influence people's actions.

What is the significance of the title 'A Jury of Her Peers'?

The title signifies that the women, as Mrs. Wright's peers, understand her circumstances better than the men do
and act as an informal jury by choosing to protect her rather than condemn her.

How does CommonLit’s analysis help readers understand 'A Jury of Her
Peers'?

CommonLit's analysis provides guided questions and explanations that help readers delve deeper into the
story’s themes, character motivations, and social commentary, enhancing comprehension and critical thinking.

Additional Resources
1. "A Jury of Her Peers" by Susan Glaspell
This classic short story explores themes of gender roles, justice, and empathy. It tells the story of two
women who uncover evidence that explains a murder, revealing the emotional and social struggles of women in
a male-dominated society. The narrative challenges the conventional notions of law and morality through the
lens of female solidarity.

2. "Trifles" by Susan Glaspell
This play is the original version of "A Jury of Her Peers" and similarly examines the plight of women in early
20th-century rural America. It highlights the subtle ways women communicate and support each other in a
patriarchal setting. The story critiques the legal system and societal expectations by focusing on domestic
life and overlooked details.

3. "The Yellow Wallpaper" by Charlotte Perkins Gilman
A seminal feminist work, this short story delves into the mental health struggles of a woman confined by her
husband under the guise of medical treatment. It reveals the oppressive nature of gender roles and the
consequences of silencing women’s voices. The narrative’s psychological depth complements the themes in "A
Jury of Her Peers."

4. "Women and Crime" by Meda Chesney-Lind
This nonfiction book explores the intersection of gender and the criminal justice system. It provides insight into
how women are both perpetrators and victims within legal contexts, addressing systemic biases and social



factors. The book offers a broader understanding of the issues highlighted in "A Jury of Her Peers."

5. "Gender and Justice: Why Women in the Judiciary Really Matter" by Sally J. Kenney
This book investigates the impact of female judges on legal outcomes and the justice system overall. It
discusses how women’s perspectives can influence interpretations of law and fairness. The themes resonate with
the ideas of female empathy and moral reasoning found in "A Jury of Her Peers."

6. "The Handmaid’s Tale" by Margaret Atwood
A dystopian novel that explores themes of female oppression, autonomy, and resistance. It portrays a society
where women’s roles are strictly controlled, echoing the social constraints depicted in Glaspell’s work. The
story invites readers to reflect on justice and gender power dynamics.

7. "Little Women" by Louisa May Alcott
While primarily a coming-of-age story, this novel also touches on themes of female agency and societal
expectations. The characters’ struggles with identity and morality offer a complementary perspective to the
themes in "A Jury of Her Peers." It provides a historical context for women’s roles in the late 19th and early
20th centuries.

8. "Invisible Man" by Ralph Ellison
This novel addresses themes of identity, social justice, and marginalization. Although focused on race rather
than gender, it shares with Glaspell’s story a critique of societal norms and the experience of being
misunderstood or overlooked by dominant groups. It broadens the conversation about justice and empathy.

9. "Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do?" by Michael J. Sandel
A philosophical exploration of justice, morality, and ethics, this book discusses various theories and real-
world applications. It encourages readers to think critically about fairness, law, and societal values, themes
central to "A Jury of Her Peers." The book is accessible and thought-provoking for those interested in the
principles behind legal decisions.
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