
africa in 1914 map worksheet answers
africa in 1914 map worksheet answers provide an essential resource for understanding the
political and territorial landscape of Africa at the beginning of the 20th century. This period was
marked by widespread European colonization, with nearly the entire continent divided among
several colonial powers. The 1914 map is particularly significant as it represents the state of African
territories just before the outbreak of World War I, which would later influence geopolitical changes
worldwide. Using a map worksheet focused on Africa in 1914 allows students and researchers to
visually grasp the complexity of colonial boundaries, indigenous regions, and the emerging
nationalist movements. This article explores the historical context, key colonial powers, major
territorial divisions, and common questions associated with africa in 1914 map worksheet answers.
Understanding these elements will enhance comprehension of Africa’s colonial past and its
implications on present-day borders. The following sections will provide detailed insights and
structured responses to typical worksheet inquiries.

Historical Context of Africa in 1914

Major Colonial Powers and Their Territories

Key African Regions and Their Status in 1914

Common Questions in Africa in 1914 Map Worksheets

Tips for Accurately Answering Worksheet Questions

Historical Context of Africa in 1914
The year 1914 is pivotal in African history due to the extensive European colonization that had taken
place over the previous decades. By this time, Africa was largely partitioned among European
empires following the Berlin Conference of 1884-1885, which formalized the scramble for Africa.
The continent’s indigenous political structures had been significantly disrupted by colonial
administration, and boundaries drawn by colonial powers often ignored ethnic and cultural divisions.
Mapping Africa in 1914 thus captures a snapshot of imperial ambition and geopolitical strategy on
the eve of World War I.

Significance of the Berlin Conference
The Berlin Conference was instrumental in shaping Africa’s colonial borders by establishing rules for
European claims on African territories. This conference resulted in the recognition of territories
controlled by Britain, France, Germany, Belgium, Portugal, Spain, and Italy. The agreements made
here defined many of the boundaries seen on the 1914 map, even though these borders rarely
corresponded with indigenous lands or cultural regions.



Pre-World War I Geopolitical Climate
In 1914, European powers were engaged in rivalries that extended into their colonial possessions.
African colonies were strategically important for resources, military advantage, and prestige. The
outbreak of World War I would see these colonies become battlegrounds and contribute troops and
resources to the imperial war efforts.

Major Colonial Powers and Their Territories
The africa in 1914 map worksheet answers often require identification of which European powers
controlled specific African regions. Understanding the colonial powers and their respective
territories is crucial for accurate responses.

British Colonies
Britain controlled extensive territories across Africa by 1914, including some of the largest and most
economically significant colonies. These included:

Egypt and Sudan in the northeast

British East Africa (Kenya)

Uganda

Rhodesia (present-day Zimbabwe and Zambia)

South Africa and neighboring areas

Nigeria in West Africa

French Colonies
France held vast territories primarily in West and Central Africa. Its empire included:

French West Africa, comprising Senegal, Mali, Ivory Coast, and others

French Equatorial Africa, which included Gabon and the Republic of Congo

Madagascar off the southeastern coast



German Colonies
Germany controlled several notable African regions prior to World War I, although these would be
lost after the war. Its colonies included:

German East Africa (present-day Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi)

German South-West Africa (Namibia)

Togo and Cameroon in West Africa

Other Colonial Powers
Other European nations also held African territories, including Belgium, Portugal, Spain, and Italy:

Belgium ruled the vast Congo Free State (later Belgian Congo)

Portugal controlled Angola and Mozambique

Italy held Libya and parts of the Horn of Africa

Spain maintained small territories in North and West Africa

Key African Regions and Their Status in 1914
The africa in 1914 map worksheet answers often focus on identifying key African regions and their
colonial or indigenous status. While most of Africa was under European control, some areas
maintained unique statuses.

North Africa
North Africa was largely under French and British influence, with Egypt and Sudan under British
control, and Algeria, Tunisia, and Morocco under French and Spanish administration. These regions
had long-standing cultural and political histories predating colonization.

Central and West Africa
Central Africa was dominated by Belgium’s Congo Free State and French Equatorial Africa. West
Africa was split mainly between French and British colonies, with indigenous kingdoms often
subordinated to colonial administration.



Southern Africa
Southern Africa was a mosaic of British colonies, Boer republics (which had been incorporated into
British control by 1914), and German South-West Africa. The region was rich in resources, which
fueled European interest and settlement.

Independent and Protectorate Areas
While nearly all of Africa was colonized by 1914, some areas functioned as protectorates or had
limited autonomy:

Ethiopia remained independent following its victory over Italy at the Battle of Adwa in 1896.

Libya was under Italian control but was a recent acquisition.

Some protectorates allowed for indirect rule through local leaders under colonial oversight.

Common Questions in Africa in 1914 Map Worksheets
Worksheets focusing on africa in 1914 map worksheet answers frequently include questions
designed to test knowledge of colonial boundaries, key territories, and historical context. These
questions help reinforce understanding of the colonial map’s complexity and significance.

Typical Worksheet Questions

Identify the colonial power controlling a specific territory on the map.

Label major African colonies and their capitals as of 1914.

Explain the significance of the Berlin Conference in shaping African borders.

Distinguish between colonies, protectorates, and independent regions.

Analyze the impact of European colonization on indigenous African societies.

Answering Map-Based Queries
Successful completion of these worksheets requires careful examination of the map, a clear
understanding of colonial powers, and familiarity with African geography. Precise labeling and
identification are critical for demonstrating comprehension.



Tips for Accurately Answering Worksheet Questions
Using africa in 1914 map worksheet answers effectively involves strategic approaches to
interpreting the map and related questions. These tips can improve accuracy and depth of
responses.

Study Colonial Boundaries Thoroughly
Familiarize yourself with the borders established by each colonial power. Note that many borders do
not align with natural geographic features, which can be misleading without prior knowledge.

Memorize Key Colonial Capitals and Territories
Knowing the administrative centers of colonies helps in accurately labeling maps and answering
worksheet prompts. Capitals often served as hubs of colonial administration and infrastructure.

Understand Historical Events Influencing the Map
Grasp the significance of the Berlin Conference, the Scramble for Africa, and the geopolitical climate
leading up to World War I. These contexts explain why the map looks as it does in 1914.

Use Process of Elimination in Difficult Questions
When uncertain, use known facts about neighboring territories and colonial powers to narrow down
possibilities. Cross-reference with historical knowledge to ensure logical answers.

Review Common Terminology
Be comfortable with terms such as protectorate, colony, mandate, and sphere of influence, as these
are frequently used in worksheet questions related to colonial Africa.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the political landscape of Africa in 1914 according
to the map worksheet?
In 1914, Africa was largely divided among European colonial powers, with territories controlled by
Britain, France, Germany, Belgium, Portugal, Italy, and Spain.



Which European countries had the largest colonies in Africa in
1914?
Britain and France had the largest colonies in Africa in 1914, with Britain controlling areas like
Egypt, Sudan, South Africa, and Nigeria, and France controlling large parts of West and Central
Africa.

How did Germany's African colonies appear on the 1914 map
worksheet?
Germany's African colonies included German East Africa (present-day Tanzania, Rwanda, and
Burundi), German South-West Africa (Namibia), Cameroon, and Togo.

What role did Belgium play in Africa in 1914 as shown on the
map?
Belgium controlled the Congo Free State (later Belgian Congo), a vast territory in Central Africa,
which was one of the largest colonies on the continent.

Were there any independent African countries in 1914
according to the map?
Yes, Ethiopia (Abyssinia) and Liberia were independent African countries in 1914 and were not
colonized by European powers.

How does the 1914 Africa map worksheet illustrate the
concept of the 'Scramble for Africa'?
The map shows the division of Africa into many European-controlled territories, reflecting the
'Scramble for Africa' where European powers rapidly claimed African lands for colonization.

What impact did the 1914 colonial boundaries have on African
societies?
The colonial boundaries often ignored existing ethnic, cultural, and political divisions, leading to
conflicts and challenges that have persisted beyond independence.

Which African regions were under Portuguese control in
1914?
Portugal controlled Angola and Mozambique on the west and east coasts of Africa, respectively, as
shown on the 1914 map worksheet.

How can students use the 1914 Africa map worksheet to



understand World War I's impact on Africa?
Students can identify German colonies on the map, which were targets during World War I, leading
to their redistribution among the Allies after the war.

Additional Resources
1. African Boundaries: A Legal and Diplomatic Encyclopedia
This comprehensive reference explores the historical boundaries of African countries, including
detailed maps from the early 20th century. It provides context on the colonial partitions and
agreements that shaped Africa’s borders in 1914. The book is essential for understanding the
geopolitical landscape of Africa during that period.

2. The Scramble for Africa: White Man’s Conquest of the Dark Continent from 1876 to 1912
This book details the European colonization of Africa leading up to and around 1914. It explains the
political maneuvers and treaties, including the Berlin Conference, that influenced the 1914 map of
Africa. Readers gain insight into how colonial powers divided the continent and the implications for
African societies.

3. Maps of Africa: A Historical Atlas
Featuring a collection of historical maps, this atlas showcases Africa’s territorial changes over time,
including the critical year of 1914. It provides visual representations alongside commentary to help
readers understand the shifts in control and influence across the continent. The atlas is useful for
students and historians studying African geography and colonial history.

4. Africa in the Age of Empire, 1875-1914
This book covers the period of intense European imperialism in Africa, culminating in the borders
and political state of the continent by 1914. It discusses the economic, social, and political impacts
of imperial rule on African populations. The text provides background necessary to interpret 1914
map worksheets effectively.

5. The Partition of Africa, 1880-1914
Focusing specifically on the division of African territories among European powers, this book
explains the treaties and conflicts that led to the 1914 map configuration. It includes analysis of key
colonial players and their strategies. The book is a valuable resource for understanding the
geopolitical context behind map worksheet answers.

6. African Colonial Maps and Their Legacy
This work examines the creation and use of colonial maps in Africa, highlighting those from around
1914. It discusses how these maps influenced colonial administration and perceptions of the
continent. The book also addresses the lasting effects these maps have had on modern African
borders.

7. Historical Atlas of Africa
The atlas provides detailed maps that show African territorial boundaries before, during, and after
1914. Accompanied by historical narratives, it helps readers visualize the changes brought by
colonization. This resource is particularly useful for students working on map interpretation and
worksheet answers related to Africa’s early 20th-century geography.

8. Colonial Africa, 1880-1914: A Political History



This political history book outlines the developments leading to the colonial map of Africa as it stood
in 1914. It emphasizes the role of European powers and African resistance in shaping the continent’s
political geography. The book offers context and explanations that support understanding of
historical map worksheets.

9. Understanding Africa’s Historical Geography through Maps
This book explores how maps have been used to document and interpret Africa’s history, focusing on
the early 1900s. It includes analysis of the 1914 colonial map and provides answers to common
questions found in educational worksheets. The text serves as a practical guide for educators and
students alike.
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