annexation of texas 1845 answer key

annexation of texas 1845 answer key provides a comprehensive overview and detailed
explanation of the significant historical event when Texas was annexed by the United
States in 1845. This article explores the political, social, and international implications
surrounding the annexation of Texas. It covers the context leading up to the annexation,
the key players involved, and the consequences that followed. Understanding the
annexation of Texas is essential for grasping the complex relationships between the United
States, Mexico, and the Republic of Texas during this period. This answer key will also break
down the sequence of events and clarify the controversies involved, offering a clear and
authoritative resource. Readers will find an organized structure that includes a detailed
table of contents for easy navigation.
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Background of Texas Before Annexation

The annexation of Texas 1845 answer key must begin by examining the history of Texas
prior to its annexation. Originally part of Mexico, Texas declared independence in 1836
following the Texas Revolution, establishing the Republic of Texas. As an independent
nation, Texas faced political instability, economic challenges, and threats from Mexico,
which did not recognize its independence. The Republic sought security and economic
opportunities, which eventually made annexation by the United States an appealing option.

Texas Independence and Republic Era

After the Texas Revolution, Texas functioned as a sovereign republic for nearly a decade.
This period was characterized by efforts to build a stable government and economy, but
persistent conflicts with Mexico and internal divisions hindered progress. The Republic also
grappled with issues such as Native American resistance and border disputes. These
difficulties contributed to Texas leaders exploring annexation by the U.S. as a solution to
their ongoing problems.



Relationship Between Mexico and Texas

Mexico consistently refused to accept Texas’s independence, viewing the territory as a
rebellious province. The Mexican government considered any attempt by the United States
to annex Texas as a hostile act, increasing tensions between the two nations. These
strained relations set the stage for future conflicts and made the annexation of Texas a
highly contentious issue in American politics.

Political Motivations for Annexation

The annexation of Texas 1845 answer key reveals that U.S. political motivations were
driven by a combination of expansionist ideology, domestic political considerations, and
strategic interests. Manifest Destiny, the belief that the United States was destined to
expand across the North American continent, played a crucial role. Additionally, the
annexation was influenced by the desire to balance the power between free and slave
states within the Union.

Manifest Destiny and Expansionism

During the 1840s, Manifest Destiny was a dominant ideology advocating for U.S. territorial
expansion. Many Americans believed that annexing Texas would fulfill the nation’s destiny
to spread democracy and civilization westward. This expansionist mindset encouraged
support for the annexation despite the risk of conflict with Mexico.

Slavery and Political Balance

Texas’s annexation also had significant implications for the balance between free and slave
states. Texas was a slaveholding territory, and its addition to the Union as a slave state
heightened sectional tensions between the North and South. Political leaders debated the
impact of this shift on congressional representation and future legislation concerning
slavery.

The Annexation Process

The annexation of Texas 1845 answer key outlines a complex process involving diplomatic
negotiations, congressional debates, and the formal admission of Texas as a state. The
sequence of events includes proposals, treaties, and legislative actions that culminated in
Texas joining the United States.

Treaty of Annexation and Senate Opposition

Initially, the U.S. government attempted to annex Texas through a treaty in 1844, but the
Senate rejected it due to concerns about provoking war with Mexico and domestic political
opposition. The treaty’s failure delayed annexation but did not end efforts to bring Texas



into the Union.

Joint Resolution and Texas Statehood

After the treaty’s rejection, President James K. Polk and Congress pursued annexation via a
joint resolution, which required only a simple majority in both houses. This approach
succeeded, and Texas was formally admitted as the 28th state on December 29, 1845. The
resolution also included provisions for Texas to retain control over its public lands and
debts.

Reactions to the Annexation

The annexation of Texas 1845 answer key details diverse reactions from different
stakeholders, including the United States, Mexico, and international observers. These
responses highlight the geopolitical tensions and domestic controversies ignited by the
annexation.

United States Political and Public Response

In the U.S., the annexation was met with mixed reactions. Southern and expansionist
factions largely supported it, while many Northerners and abolitionists opposed it due to
the slavery issue and the potential for war with Mexico. The debate intensified sectional
divisions within the country.

Mexico’s Reaction and Diplomatic Fallout

Mexico vehemently opposed the annexation, considering it an act of aggression. The
Mexican government severed diplomatic relations with the United States, escalating
tensions that eventually led to the Mexican-American War in 1846. Mexico’s refusal to
recognize Texas's independence was a major factor in the conflict’s outbreak.

Consequences and Impact of Annexation

The annexation of Texas 1845 answer key concludes with an examination of the significant
consequences for the United States, Texas, and Mexico. The event reshaped territorial
boundaries, influenced political dynamics, and triggered military conflict.

Mexican-American War

One of the most direct consequences of the annexation was the outbreak of the Mexican-
American War. The annexation exacerbated border disputes and tensions, leading to armed
confrontation. The war resulted in substantial territorial gains for the United States,
including California and the Southwest.



Expansion of the United States

Texas's admission marked a major step in U.S. territorial expansion. It fulfilled a key
objective of Manifest Destiny and paved the way for further annexations and acquisitions.
The expanded territory increased the nation’s economic potential and strategic depth.

Impact on Slavery and Sectional Conflict

The addition of Texas as a slave state intensified sectional conflicts over slavery in the
United States. It contributed to the growing divide between North and South, setting the
stage for future political crises and the eventual Civil War.

Summary of Key Points

e Texas declared independence from Mexico in 1836 and existed as a republic before
annexation.

e The U.S. annexation was motivated by Manifest Destiny and political balance
concerns.

e The annexation process involved a failed treaty and successful joint resolution.

e Reactions varied widely, with Mexico opposing annexation and the U.S. divided
politically.

e The annexation triggered the Mexican-American War and intensified sectional
tensions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Annexation of Texas in 1845?

The Annexation of Texas in 1845 was the process by which the United States incorporated
the Republic of Texas as the 28th state, following Texas' declaration of independence from
Mexico in 1836.

Why was the annexation of Texas controversial?

The annexation was controversial because it heightened tensions between the U.S. and
Mexico, which still considered Texas part of its territory, and it intensified debates over the
expansion of slavery in new states.



How did the annexation of Texas contribute to the
Mexican-American War?

The annexation of Texas led to border disputes between the U.S. and Mexico, particularly
over whether the Texas border was the Rio Grande or the Nueces River, which ultimately
triggered the Mexican-American War in 1846.

What role did President James K. Polk play in the
annexation of Texas?

President James K. Polk strongly supported the annexation of Texas as part of his
expansionist agenda, and his administration successfully completed the annexation in
1845.

How did the annexation of Texas affect the balance of
power between free and slave states?

The annexation of Texas, a slaveholding territory, threatened to upset the balance of power
in Congress between free and slave states, intensifying sectional conflicts leading up to the
Civil War.

What was the significance of the joint resolution passed
by the U.S. Congress for Texas annexation?

The joint resolution allowed the annexation of Texas by a simple majority vote in Congress
rather than the two-thirds required for a treaty, facilitating Texas' admission to the Union.

How did Mexico respond to the annexation of Texas by
the United States?

Mexico strongly opposed the annexation, refusing to recognize Texas' independence and
viewing the U.S. action as an act of aggression, which led to deteriorating diplomatic
relations.

What was the impact of Texas annexation on U.S.
territorial expansion?

The annexation of Texas marked a significant step in U.S. territorial expansion, paving the
way for further acquisitions in the Southwest and fulfilling the concept of Manifest Destiny.

When did Texas officially become a state of the United
States?

Texas officially became the 28th state of the United States on December 29, 1845.



What were the main arguments against the annexation
of Texas?

Opponents argued that annexation would provoke war with Mexico, exacerbate sectional
tensions over slavery, and potentially lead to the expansion of slave territory.

Additional Resources

1. Manifest Destiny and the Annexation of Texas

This book explores the ideology of Manifest Destiny and its role in the annexation of Texas
in 1845. It discusses the political, social, and economic factors that motivated the United
States to incorporate Texas. The text also analyzes the consequences of annexation for
both the U.S. and Mexico, setting the stage for the Mexican-American War.

2. The Texas Annexation Debate: 1844-1845

Focusing on the intense political debate surrounding Texas annexation, this book details
the arguments for and against the move within the U.S. government. It provides insights
into the roles played by key figures such as President John Tyler and James K. Polk. Readers
gain a comprehensive understanding of how annexation was achieved despite significant
opposition.

3. Texas and the Road to Statehood

This volume traces Texas'’s journey from an independent republic to becoming the 28th
state of the United States in 1845. It covers the diplomatic negotiations, military
considerations, and domestic politics involved. The book also highlights the impact of
annexation on Texas’s population and its relationship with neighboring Mexico.

4. Annexation of Texas: Causes and Consequences

This book offers a detailed examination of the multiple causes behind Texas’s annexation,
including economic interests, security concerns, and expansionist ambitions. It also
assesses the short- and long-term consequences for the United States, Mexico, and Texas
itself. Historical documents and primary sources are included to support the analysis.

5. The Mexican-American War and Texas Annexation

Focusing on the link between Texas annexation and the outbreak of the Mexican-American
War, this book explains how the 1845 annexation escalated tensions. It provides an
overview of military strategies, political decisions, and the international ramifications of the
conflict. The narrative connects Texas’s statehood to broader U.S. territorial expansion.

6. John Tyler and the Texas Annexation

This biography centers on President John Tyler’s role in the annexation of Texas. It details
his administration’s efforts to push annexation through Congress and the diplomatic
challenges faced. The book sheds light on Tyler’s political maneuvers and the influence of
annexation on his presidency.

7. The Republic of Texas and American Expansion

Examining the period when Texas was an independent republic, this book considers how its
existence influenced American expansionist policies. It delves into Texas’s internal politics,
foreign relations, and the motivations behind its desire for annexation. The text provides



context for understanding the 1845 annexation within a larger geopolitical framework.

8. Slavery and the Annexation of Texas

This book analyzes the role that the issue of slavery played in the annexation debate. It
explores how Texas's status as a slaveholding territory affected national politics and
sectional tensions in the United States. The narrative discusses the impact of annexation on
the balance between free and slave states.

9. Primary Sources on Texas Annexation 1845

A collection of essential documents, speeches, and letters related to the annexation of
Texas in 1845, this book provides firsthand perspectives from politicians, diplomats, and
citizens. It serves as a valuable resource for understanding the historical context and
complexities of the annexation process. Annotations help readers interpret the significance
of each source.
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