AP EUROPEAN HISTORY UNIT 1

AP EUROPEAN HISTORY UNIT 1 COVERS THE FOUNDATIONAL PERIOD OF EUROPEAN HISTORY, FOCUSING ON THE EENAISSANCE,
THE REFORMATION, AND THE EARLY MODERN TRANSFORMATIONS THAT SHAPED EUROPE FROM THE LATE MIDDLE AGES INTO THE
17 TH CENTURY. THIS UNIT EXPLORES THE REVIVAL OF CLASSICAL LEARNING, ARTISTIC INNOVATION, AND HUMANIST
PHILOSOPHY THAT MARKED THE RENAISSANCEI AS WELL AS THE RELIGIOUS UPHEAVALS TRIGGERED BY THE PROTESTANT
REFORMATION. ADDITIONALLY/ IT EXAMINES THE POLITICAL, SOCIAL, AND ECONOMIC SHIFTS THAT INFLUENCED EUrROPEAN
SOCIETIES DURING THIS ERA. UNDERSTANDING AP EUROPEAN HISTORY UNIT 1 IS ESSENTIAL FOR GRASPING THE ORIGINS OF
MODERN EUROPE AND THE CRITICAL CHANGES THAT LED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF NATION-STATES AND NEW CULTURAL
PARADIGMS. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE KEY THEMES, EVENTS, AND FIGURES FEATURED IN THIS
UNIT, OFFERING CLARITY ON THE SIGNIFICANT TRANSFORMATIONS THAT DEFINED THE EARLY MODERN PERIOD IN EUrOPE.

THe ReNAISSANCE: ORIGINS AND KEY CHARACTERISTICS

THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION AND RELIGIOUS CHANGE

e POLITICAL AND SOCIAL STRUCTURES IN EARLY MODERN EUROPE

EconoMic DEVELOPMENTS AND EXPLORATION

o CULTURAL AND INTELLECTUAL MOVEMENTS

THE RENAISSANCE: ORIGINS AND KEY CHARACTERISTICS

THE RENAISSANCE, A PIVOTAL THEME WITHIN AP EUROPEAN HISTORY UNIT -|, SIGNIFIES A PROFOUND CULTURAL REBIRTH THAT
BEGAN IN ITALY DURING THE 14TH CENTURY AND GRADUALLY SPREAD THROUGHOUT EUROPE. THIS PERIOD IS CHARACTERIZED BY
THE REDISCOVERY OF CLASSICAL ANTIQUITY, LEADING TO ADVANCEMENTS IN ART, LITERATURE, SCIENCE, AND PHILOSOPHY. THE
RENAISSANCE FOSTERED HUMANISM, AN INTELLECTUAL MOVEMENT THAT EMPHASIZED THE VALUE OF HUMAN POTENTIAL AND
ACHIEVEMENTS, DEPARTING FROM THE MEDIEVAL FOCUS ON RELIGIOUS DOGMA.

ORIGINS OF THE RENAISSANCE

THe RENAISSANCE EMERGED IN THE CONTEXT OF ECONOMIC PROSPERITY IN ITALIAN CITY-STATES SUCH AS FLORENCE, VENICE,
AND MILAN. THE WEALTH GENERATED THROUGH TRADE AND BANKING ENABLED PATRONAGE OF THE ARTS AND SCHOLARSHIP.
ADDITIONALLY, THE FALL OF CONSTANTINOPLE IN 1453 LED TO AN INFLUX OF GREEK SCHOLARS AND CLASSICAL MANUSCRIPTS
INTO W/ESTERN EUROPE, FUELING THE REVIVAL OF CLASSICAL LEARNING.

Key CHARACTERISTICS

SEVERAL DISTINCTIVE FEATURES DEFINE THE RENAISSANCE PERIOD IN AP EUROPEAN HISTORY UNIT 1:

HUMANISM: FOCUS ON CLASSICAL TEXTS AND HUMAN POTENTIAL.

ARTISTIC INNOVATION: DEVELOPMENT OF PERSPECTIVE, NATURALISM, AND INDIVIDUAL EXPRESSION.
o SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY: EARLY CHALLENGES TO MEDIEVAL SCIENTIFIC THOUGHT.
® SECULARISM: INCREASED INTEREST IN WORLDLY SUBJECTS ALONGSIDE RELIGIOUS THEMES.

PoLITICAL EXPERIMENTATION: EMERGENCE OF POWERFUL CITY-STATES AND PRINCELY COURTS.



THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION AND RELIGIOUS CHANGE

THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION IS A CENTRAL FOCUS OF AP EUROPEAN HISTORY UNIT 1, MARKING A MAJOR RELIGIOUS AND
POLITICAL UPHEAVAL IN 16 TH-CENTURY EUROPE. INITIATED BY FIGURES SUCH AS MARTIN LUTHER AND JOHN CALVIN, THE
REFORMATION CHALLENGED THE AUTHORITY OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, LEADING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF VARIOUS
PROTESTANT DENOMINATIONS AND SIGNIFICANT CONFLICTS ACROSS EUROPE.

CAUSES OF THE REFORMATION

SEVERAL FACTORS CONTRIBUTED TO THE ONSET OF THE REFORMATION:

e CorrRUPTION WITHIN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH: ISSUES SUCH AS THE SALE OF INDULGENCES AND CLERICAL ABUSES
UNDERMINED THE CHURCH’S CREDIBILITY.

ReNAISSANCE HUMANISM: ENCOURAGED CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF RELIGIOUS TEXTS AND INSTITUTIONS.

PoLiTICAL FACTORS: RISING NATIONALISM AND THE DESIRE OF MONARCHS TO ASSERT INDEPENDENCE FROM PAPAL
AUTHORITY.

TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES: THE PRINTING PRESS FACILITATED THE SPREAD OF REFORMIST IDEAS.

MAJOR FIGURES AND MOVEMENTS

KEY PERSONALITIES AND MOVEMENTS IN THE REFORMATION INCLUDE:
® MARTIN LUTHER: His 95 THeses IN 1517 criTICIZED CHURCH PRACTICES AND SPARKED LUTHERANISM.
o JoHN CALVIN: DEVELOPED CALVINISM, EMPHASIZING PREDESTINATION AND A STRICT MORAL CODE.
¢ Henry VIII: INITIATED THE ENGLISH REFORMATION, CREATING THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

o THE COUNTER-REFORMATION: THE CATHOLIC CHURCH’S RESPONSE, INCLUDING THE COUNCIL OF TRENT AND THE JESUIT
ORDER.

PoLITICAL AND SoCIAL STRUCTURES IN EARLY MoODERN EUROPE

UNDERSTANDING THE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL DYNAMICS OF EUROPE DURING THE PERIOD COVERED IN AP EUROPEAN HISTORY UNIT
Tis CRUCIAL, AS THESE TRANSFORMATIONS LAID THE GROUND\WORK FOR MODERN STATE SYSTEMS AND SOCIAL HIERARCHIES.
THE TRANSITION FROM FEUDALISM TO CENTRALIZED MONARCHIES AND THE EVOLVING ROLES OF DIFFERENT SOCIAL CLASSES ARE
KEY THEMES.

DeVELOPMENT OF NATION-STATES

DURING THIS PERIOD, EUROPE WITNESSED THE RISE OF POWERFUL NATION-STATES CHARACTERIZED BY CENTRALIZED AUTHORITY
AND BUREAUCRATIC GOVERNANCE. MONARCHS SUCH AS FRANCE’S Louis X| AND ENGLAND’S HENRY VI CONSOLIDATED POWER
BY REDUCING THE INFLUENCE OF FEUDAL NOBLES AND ESTABLISHING STANDING ARMIES AND EFFICIENT TAX SYSTEMS.



SoclAL HieErarRCHIES AND CLASSES

THE SOCIAL ORDER REMAINED STRATIFIED, BUT CHANGES OCCURRED IN THE COMPOSITION AND ROLES OF CLASSES:

1. NOBILITY: RETAINED PRIVILEGES BUT ADAPTED TO NEW POLITICAL REALITIES.
2. BOURGEOISIE: GROWING MERCHANT AND ARTISAN CLASS BENEFITED FROM ECONOMIC EXPANSION.

3. PEASANTRY: CONTINUED TO FORM THE MAJORITY BUT EXPERIENCED VARIED CONDITIONS DEPENDING ON REGION.

EconoMic DEVELOPMENTS AND EXPLORATION

ECONOMIC CHANGE AND THE AGE OF EXPLORATION ARE INTEGRAL TO AP EUROPEAN HISTORY UNIT -|, REFLECTING EUROPE'S
EXPANDING GLOBAL INFLUENCE AND THE BEGINNINGS OF CAPITALISM. THE GROWTH OF TRADE NETWORKS AND OVERSEAS
COLONIES TRANSFORMED ECONOMIC STRUCTURES AND SOCIAL RELATIONS IN EUROPE.

CoMMERCIAL REVOLUTION

THe COMMERCIAL REVOLUTION INVOLVED SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN EUROPEAN ECONOMIES, INCLUDING:

e EXPANSION OF TRADE ROUTES ACROSS ASIA, AFRICA, AND THE AMERICAS.
o DEVELOPMENT OF BANKING AND CREDIT SYSTEMS.
o GROWTH OF CITIES AND MARKETS.

® INTRODUCTION OF NEW GOODS SUCH AS SPICES, SUGAR, AND PRECIOUS METALS.

AGE OF EXPLORATION

EXPLORATION EFFORTS, SPONSORED BY MONARCHIES AND PRIVATE INVESTORS, LED TO THE DISCOVERY OF NEW LANDS AND SEA
ROUTES. NOTABLE EXPEDITIONS INCLUDE:

o CHrISTOPHER COLUMBUS’S VOYAGE TO THE AMERICAS IN 1492.
® VVAsco bA GAMA’S SEA ROUTE TO INDIA AROUND AFRICA.
® [FERDINAND MAGELLAN’S CIRCUMNAVIGATION OF THE GLOBE.

THESE EXPLORATIONS FACILITATED THE EXCHANGE OF GOODS, CULTURES, AND IDEAS BUT ALSO INITIATED COLONIZATION AND
EXPLOITATION OF INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS.

CULTURAL AND INTELLECTUAL MOVEMENTS

AP EUROPEAN HISTORY UNIT 1 ALSO HIGHLIGHTS THE CULTURAL AND INTELLECTUAL SHIFTS THAT ACCOMPANIED POLITICAL
AND RELIGIOUS CHANGES. THE RENAISSANCE AND REFORMATION INSPIRED NEW WAYS OF THINKING AND EXPRESSION THAT
INFLUENCED EUROPEAN SOCIETY PROFOUNDLY.



HUMANISM AND EDUCATION

I‘IUMANISM, WITH ITS EMPHASIS ON CLASSICAL LEARNING AND CRITICAL THINKING, TRANSFORMED EDUCATION AND LITERATURE.
SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIES BEGAN TO INCORPORATE CLASSICAL TEXTS, AND VERNACULAR LANGUAGES GAINED PROMINENCE IN
LITERARY WORKS, MAKING KNOWLEDGE MORE ACCESSIBLE.

SCIENTIFIC ADVANCES

THE PERIOD SAW EARLY SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENTS THAT CHALLENGED TRADITIONAL MEDIEVAL UNDERSTANDINGS OF THE
NATURAL WORLD. FIGURES SUCH AS NicoLAUS COPERNICUS PROPOSED HELIOCENTRIC MODELS, WHILE ADVANCEMENTS IN
ANATOMY, PHYSICS, AND MATHEMATICS SET THE STAGE FOR THE SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION.

ARTISTIC ACHIEVEMENTS

ARTISTS LIKE LEONARDO DA \/INCII MICHELANGELO, AND RAPHAEL EPITOMIZED THE RENAISSANCE IDEAL BY COMBINING ARTISTIC
SKILL WITH SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY AND HUMANIST PHILOSOPHY. THEIR WORKS REFLECTED A NEW FOCUS ON REALISM, PERSPECTIVE
AND THE HUMAN FORM.
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FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT TIME PERIOD DOES AP EUrROPEAN HiSTORY UNIT 1 COVER?

AP EUrROPEAN HISTORY UNIT T TYPICALLY COVERS THE RENAISSANCE AND THE AGE OF EXPLORATION, ROUGHLY SPANNING
THE 14TH TO THE EARLY 17TH CENTURIES.

\WHAT WERE THE MAIN CAUSES OF THE RENAISSANCE IN EUROPE?

THE MAIN CAUSES OF THE RENAISSANCE INCLUDED THE REDISCOVERY OF CLASSICAL TEXTS, INCREASED TRADE AND WEALTH IN
[TALIAN CITY-STATES, THE RISE OF HUMANISM, AND THE DECLINE OF FEUDALISM.

How DID THE RENAISSANCE INFLUENCE ART AND CULTURE IN EUROPEP

THE RENAISSANCE LED TO A REVIVAL OF CLASSICAL ART FORMS, THE DEVELOPMENT OF PERSPECTIVE IN PAINTING, A FOCUS ON
HUMANISM, AND THE PATRONAGE OF ARTISTS BY WEALTHY FAMILIES LIKE THE MebICl.

\WHAT ROLE DID THE PRINTING PRESS PLAY DURING THE RENAISSANCE?

THE PRINTING PRESS, INVENTED BYJOHANNES GUTENBERG, ALLOWED FOR THE RAPID SPREAD OF RENAISSANCE IDEAS, INCREASED
LITERACY, AND MADE BOOKS MORE ACCESSIBLE TO A WIDER AUDIENCE.

\WHAT WERE THE KEY MOTIVATIONS BEHIND EUROPEAN EXPLORATION IN THE 15TH AND
16TH CENTURIES?

EUROPEAN EXPLORATION WAS MOTIVATED BY THE SEARCH FOR NEW TRADE ROUTES, THE DESIRE FOR WEALTH (ESPECIALLY
SPICES AND GOLD), THE SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY, AND ADVANCEMENTS IN NAVIGATION TECHNOLOGY.

W/HO WERE SOME OF THE MAJOR EXPLORERS DURING THE AGE OF EXPLORATION



COVERED IN UNIT 1°

MAJOR EXPLORERS INCLUDED CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS, V ASCO DA GAMA, FERDINAND MAGELLAN, AND HERN] N CORTP] s,
AMONG OTHERS.

How DID THE AGE OF EXPLORATION IMPACT INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS IN THE
AMERICAS?

THE AGE OF EXPLORATION LED TO SIGNIFICANT DEMOGRAPHIC DECLINE DUE TO DISEASE, CONQUEST, AND COLONIZATION, AS
WELL AS CULTURAL DISRUPTION AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF EUROPEAN EMPIRES IN THE AMERICAS.

\WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TREATY OF TORDESILLAS (1494)?

THE TREATY OF TORDESILLAS DIVIDED NEWLY DISCOVERED LANDS OUTSIDE EUROPE BETWEEN SPAIN AND PORTUGAL ALONG A
MERIDIAN, INFLUENCING THE PATTERNS OF EUROPEAN COLONIZATION.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THE RENAISSANCE: A SHORT HISTORY

THIS BOOK PROVIDES A CONCISE OVERVIEW OF THE RENAISSANCE PERIOD, EXPLORING ITS CULTURAL, ARTISTIC, AND
INTELLECTUAL REVIVAL IN EUROPE. IT HIGHLIGHTS KEY FIGURES SUCH AS LEONARDO DA VINCI AND MICHELANGELO, AND
DISCUSSES HOW HUMANISM RESHAPED EUROPEAN THOUGHT. THE TEXT ALSO EXAMINES THE RENAISSANCE'S IMPACT ON
POLITICS, RELIGION, AND SOCIETY.

2. EuroPE IN THE AGE OF ExPLORATION, 1400-1600

FOCUSING ON THE AGE OF EXPLORATION, THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE MOTIVATIONS, JOURNEYS, AND CONSEQUENCES OF
EUROPEAN EXPLORERS. |T COVERS THE TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS THAT MADE OCEANIC TRAVEL POSSIBLE AND ANALYZES
THE ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL EFFECTS OF NEW TRADE ROUTES. THE BOOK ALSO ADDRESSES THE INTERACTIONS BETWEEN
EUROPEANS AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES.

3. THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION

THIS VOLUME EXPLORES THE ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION, HIGHLIGHTING FIGURES SUCH AS
MARTIN LUTHER, JOHN CALVIN, AND HENRY VIII. IT DISCUSSES THE THEOLOGICAL DISPUTES THAT CHALLENGED THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH'S AUTHORITY AND LED TO RELIGIOUS FRAGMENTATION ACROSS EUROPE. THE BOOK ALSO EXAMINES THE SOCIAL AND
POLITICAL UPHEAVALS THAT ACCOMPANIED THE REFORMATION.

4. PoLITICAL POwWER AND THE RISE OF NATION-STATES IN EARLY MoperN EUROPE

THIS WORK INVESTIGATES THE CONSOLIDATION OF POLITICAL POWER AND THE EMERGENCE OF CENTRALIZED NATION-STATES
DURING THE EARLY MODERN PERIOD. |IT COVERS THE ROLES OF MONARCHS LIKE Louls XIV AND ELIZABETH | IN STRENGTHENING
ROYAL AUTHORITY. THE BOOK ALSO EXPLORES THE DECLINE OF FEUDALISM AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF BUREAUCRATIC
INSTITUTIONS.

5. THe CATHOLIC COUNTER-REFORMA TION

DETAILING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH’S RESPONSE TO PROTESTANTISM, THIS BOOK EXPLAINS THE INITIATIVES UNDERTAKEN DURING
THE COUNTER-REFORMATION. |T COVERS THE COUNCIL OF TRENT, THE ROLE OF THE JESUITS, AND REFORMS IN CHURCH DOCTRINE
AND DISCIPLINE. THE TEXT ALSO DISCUSSES THE BROADER CULTURAL AND POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE CATHOLIC REVIVAL.

6. SociAL STRUCTURES AND DAILY LiFe IN EARLY MoperN EUROPE

THIS BOOK EXAMINES THE SOCIAL HIERARCHIES AND EVERYDAY EXPERIENCES OF PEOPLE DURING THE EARLY MODERN PERIOD. |T
LOOKS AT CLASS DISTINCTIONS, GENDER ROLES, FAMILY LIFE, AND URBANIZATION. THE TEXT PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO HOW
SOCIAL CHANGES INFLUENCED ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS.

7. THE SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION AND ITS IMPACT ON EUROPEAN SOCIETY

FOCUSING ON THE PERIOD’S SCIENTIFIC ADVANCEMENTS, THIS BOOK EXPLORES KEY FIGURES SUCH AS COPERNICUS, GALILEO, AND
NEWTON. |T HIGHLIGHTS HOW NEW DISCOVERIES CHALLENGED TRADITIONAL WORLDVIEWS AND INFLUENCED PHILOSOPHY AND
RELIGION. THE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES THE SPREAD OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE AND ITS EFFECTS ON EUROPEAN THOUGHT.



8. EconoMiC TRANSFORMATIONS IN Eurore, 1450-1650

THIS TITLE ANALYZES THE ECONOMIC CHANGES THAT OCCURRED DURING THE LATE MEDIEVAL AND EARLY MODERN PERIODS,
INCLUDING THE RISE OF CAPITALISM AND MERCANTILISM. |T COVERS THE GROWTH OF TRADE, THE IMPACT OF NEW \WORLD
WEALTH, AND DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFTS. THE BOOK PROVIDES CONTEXT FOR UNDERSTANDING THE ECONOMIC FOUNDATIONS OF
MODERN EUROPE.

9. ART AND PATRONAGE IN RENAISSANCE EUROPE

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ARTISTS AND PATRONS DURING THE RENAISSANCE, HIGHLIGHTING HOW ART
WAS USED TO DISPLAY POWER AND PRESTIGE. |T DISCUSSES MAJOR ARTISTIC MOVEMENTS AND TECHNIQUES, AND PROFILES
INFLUENTIAL PATRONS SUCH AS THE MEDICI FAMILY. THE TEXT ALSO CONSIDERS THE CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF RENAISSANCE
ART IN SHAPING EUROPEAN IDENTITY.
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