
ap psychology exam 2018

ap psychology exam 2018 was a significant milestone for many students aiming to earn college
credit in psychology. This exam tested a wide range of topics within the field, including biological
bases of behavior, cognition, developmental psychology, and social psychology. Understanding the
structure, content, and scoring of the 2018 exam is essential for educators, students, and curriculum
planners who seek to analyze trends and prepare effectively for future assessments. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of the ap psychology exam 2018, highlighting its format, key
content areas, scoring guidelines, and study strategies. Additionally, it discusses changes from
previous years and offers insights into how the exam reflects broader educational goals in
psychology. The following sections will delve into the exam structure, content domains, scoring
methods, and preparation tips to give a thorough understanding of the ap psychology exam 2018.
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Overview of the AP Psychology Exam 2018
The ap psychology exam 2018 was designed to assess students' knowledge and understanding of key
psychological concepts and their ability to apply this knowledge analytically. Administered by the
College Board, the exam is part of the Advanced Placement program, which offers high school
students the opportunity to earn college credit. The 2018 exam continued to emphasize conceptual
understanding, critical thinking, and empirical analysis in psychology. It tested students on both
foundational theories and contemporary research, ensuring a well-rounded assessment of
psychological literacy. The exam is typically taken in May and serves as a benchmark for college
readiness in the social sciences.

Exam Format and Structure
The structure of the ap psychology exam 2018 consists of two main sections: multiple-choice
questions and free-response questions. This format is designed to evaluate both breadth and depth
of knowledge in psychology.



Multiple-Choice Section
The multiple-choice section includes 100 questions that cover a broad range of psychological topics.
Students have 70 minutes to complete this portion, which accounts for 66.6% of the total exam
score. Questions are designed to assess knowledge recall, comprehension, and application of
psychological principles.

Free-Response Section
The free-response section comprises two questions that require students to construct written
responses. This section lasts 50 minutes and represents 33.3% of the total score. These questions
test analytical skills and the ability to synthesize information and provide evidence-based
explanations.

Timing and Scoring Breakdown
The overall exam duration is 2 hours and 10 minutes. The distribution of points reflects the emphasis
on multiple-choice proficiency while recognizing the importance of written analytical skills.

Multiple-choice: 100 questions, 70 minutes, 66.6% of total score

Free-response: 2 questions, 50 minutes, 33.3% of total score

Content Areas Covered in the Exam
The ap psychology exam 2018 assesses student knowledge across several key domains of
psychology. The exam content is aligned with the College Board’s curriculum framework, ensuring
comprehensive coverage of essential topics.

Biological Bases of Behavior
This domain explores the physiological mechanisms underlying behavior, including the nervous
system, brain structures, and neurochemical processes. Students are expected to understand neural
communication, brain anatomy, and the influence of genetics and hormones.

Sensation and Perception
Questions in this section focus on how sensory information is detected and interpreted by the brain.
Topics include visual and auditory systems, perceptual processes, and sensory adaptation.



Learning and Conditioning
The exam evaluates knowledge of classical and operant conditioning, observational learning, and
cognitive processes involved in learning. Key psychologists and experiments are frequently
referenced.

Cognition and Intelligence
Students must demonstrate understanding of memory processes, problem-solving, language,
intelligence theories, and testing. This domain emphasizes how humans process, store, and retrieve
information.

Developmental Psychology
This section covers psychological development across the lifespan, including cognitive, social, and
emotional changes from infancy through adulthood. Attachment theories and developmental stages
are key topics.

Motivation and Emotion
The exam includes questions on theories of motivation, emotion regulation, and physiological
correlates of emotional states. Understanding human drives and emotional responses is essential.

Personality
Students are tested on major personality theories, assessment methods, and factors influencing
personality development.

Psychological Disorders and Treatment
This domain addresses the classification, symptoms, and causes of psychological disorders, as well
as therapeutic approaches and effectiveness.

Social Psychology
Topics include group dynamics, social influence, attitudes, prejudice, and interpersonal
relationships. The exam assesses understanding of social behavior and its psychological roots.

Scoring and Grading Guidelines
The ap psychology exam 2018 employs a standardized scoring system that combines multiple-choice
and free-response results to produce a composite score on a scale from 1 to 5.



Multiple-Choice Scoring
Each correct multiple-choice response contributes equally to the total multiple-choice score. There is
no penalty for incorrect answers, encouraging students to attempt all questions.

Free-Response Scoring Rubrics
Free-response answers are evaluated based on a rubric that assesses clarity, accuracy, and depth of
explanation. Points are awarded for demonstrating knowledge of psychological concepts and the
ability to apply them effectively.

Composite Score and AP Grade
The combined score from both sections is converted to the AP score scale:

Score of 5: Extremely well qualified1.

Score of 4: Well qualified2.

Score of 3: Qualified3.

Score of 2: Possibly qualified4.

Score of 1: No recommendation5.

Most colleges grant credit or advanced placement for scores of 3 or higher, making understanding
the scoring process crucial for students.

Preparation Strategies and Resources
Effective preparation for the ap psychology exam 2018 involves a combination of content review,
practice tests, and skill development. Tailored study approaches can improve performance
significantly.

Reviewing the Curriculum Framework
Familiarity with the College Board’s curriculum outline helps students focus on relevant topics and
understand the exam’s expectations.

Practice with Past Exam Questions
Engaging with previous ap psychology exam questions, including multiple-choice and free-response
formats, provides valuable insight into question styles and time management.



Utilizing Study Guides and Textbooks
Comprehensive study materials, including review books and class notes, support thorough content
coverage and concept reinforcement.

Forming Study Groups
Collaborative learning through study groups enables discussion of complex topics and clarification of
doubts, enhancing retention and understanding.

Developing Test-Taking Skills
Practicing under timed conditions and learning strategies for answering multiple-choice and essay
questions can improve exam efficiency and confidence.

Understand key psychological concepts and terminology

Practice both multiple-choice and free-response questions

Review test-taking strategies and time management

Utilize official College Board resources

Seek feedback from teachers or tutors

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics were most emphasized on the AP Psychology
Exam 2018?
The AP Psychology Exam 2018 emphasized key topics such as biological bases of behavior, sensation
and perception, learning, cognition, motivation and emotion, developmental psychology, personality,
psychological disorders, and social psychology.

What types of questions appeared on the AP Psychology Exam
2018?
The 2018 AP Psychology Exam included multiple-choice questions covering various psychological
concepts and free-response questions that required students to apply psychological theories and
research to real-world scenarios.



How was the AP Psychology Exam 2018 scored?
The AP Psychology Exam 2018 was scored based on a combination of multiple-choice questions
(each worth one point) and free-response questions (scored on a scale from 0 to 3 or 0 to 4 points),
with a total scaled score that determined the final AP score from 1 to 5.

Are there any official resources to prepare for the AP
Psychology Exam 2018?
Yes, the College Board provided official practice exams and sample questions from the 2018 AP
Psychology Exam, along with a course description and exam practice materials available on their
website.

What strategies helped students succeed on the AP Psychology
Exam 2018?
Successful students on the AP Psychology Exam 2018 often used strategies such as consistent
review of key terms and concepts, practicing multiple-choice and free-response questions,
understanding major psychological experiments and theories, and managing their time effectively
during the exam.

Additional Resources
1. AP Psychology 2018 Exam Prep: Comprehensive Review and Practice
This book offers an in-depth review of all the key concepts covered in the 2018 AP Psychology exam.
It includes detailed summaries, important terms, and practice questions designed to mimic the
format of the actual test. Students will find helpful strategies for tackling multiple-choice questions
and free-response sections. The content is aligned with the College Board’s curriculum for effective
exam preparation.

2. Cracking the AP Psychology Exam 2018, 10th Edition
A popular guide by The Princeton Review, this edition provides a thorough overview of psychology
topics tested in 2018. It features targeted strategies, practice tests, and detailed answer
explanations to help students improve their scores. The book also emphasizes critical thinking and
application skills necessary for success on the exam.

3. 5 Steps to a 5: AP Psychology 2018
This study guide breaks down the AP Psychology curriculum into manageable steps for students
aiming for a high score. It includes review chapters, practice exams, and test-taking tips tailored for
the 2018 exam format. The book is designed to build confidence and reinforce key psychological
theories and research methods.

4. Barron’s AP Psychology, 7th Edition (2018)
Barron’s comprehensive review book covers all major psychological concepts and historical
perspectives relevant to the 2018 AP Psychology exam. It offers diagnostic tests, practice questions,
and detailed answer explanations. The book also includes review charts and mnemonic devices to aid
memorization.



5. AP Psychology Crash Course, 2nd Edition (2018)
This concise review book is ideal for last-minute studying before the 2018 exam. It summarizes
essential terms, theories, and research findings in a clear and accessible format. The book also
provides quick quizzes and exam strategies to maximize performance under time constraints.

6. AP Psychology Exam Practice Questions 2018
Focused entirely on practice, this book contains numerous multiple-choice and free-response
questions modeled after the 2018 exam. Each question comes with detailed answer explanations to
help students understand their mistakes. It’s a useful resource for reinforcing knowledge and
improving test-taking skills.

7. Psychology: Themes and Variations AP Edition (2018)
This textbook aligns well with the AP Psychology curriculum and serves as a thorough resource for
exam preparation. It covers foundational psychological concepts, research methods, and
contemporary applications. The 2018 edition includes updated research findings and practice
questions at the end of each chapter.

8. AP Psychology Flashcards 2018: Study and Review Cards
These flashcards provide a portable and efficient way to review key terms and concepts for the 2018
AP Psychology exam. Each card features definitions, examples, and important psychologists to know.
They are ideal for quick study sessions and reinforcing memory retention.

9. Mastering the AP Psychology Exam 2018
This guide offers a strategic approach to mastering the content and format of the 2018 AP
Psychology exam. It includes comprehensive content reviews, practice tests, and tips for managing
exam anxiety. The book’s structured plan helps students pace their study and build confidence
leading up to test day.
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