
ap us history period 6

ap us history period 6 focuses on a transformative era in American history,
spanning approximately from 1865 to 1898. This period, often referred to as
the Gilded Age and the beginning of the Progressive Era, witnessed rapid
industrialization, urbanization, and significant social, economic, and
political changes. Key themes include the rise of big business and
monopolies, labor movements, immigration waves, and shifts in government
policies. Understanding ap us history period 6 is crucial for grasping how
the United States evolved into a modern industrial society and the challenges
it faced during this time. This article will provide a comprehensive overview
of period 6, covering major developments and their lasting impacts on
American history.
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Political Developments and Corruption

Native American Relations and the West
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Industrialization and Economic Growth

During ap us history period 6, the United States underwent an unprecedented
transformation from an agrarian economy to an industrial powerhouse. This
shift was fueled by technological innovations, abundant natural resources,
and expanding transportation networks such as railroads. The growth of
industries like steel, oil, and railroads led to the creation of vast
fortunes and reshaped the American economy.

Rise of Big Business and Monopolies

The late 19th century saw the emergence of powerful industrialists often
called "robber barons," who controlled major sectors of the economy. Figures
such as Andrew Carnegie in steel, John D. Rockefeller in oil, and Cornelius
Vanderbilt in railroads dominated their industries. They utilized strategies
like vertical and horizontal integration to eliminate competition and create
monopolies or trusts.

These business practices led to significant economic concentration, prompting
public debates about the role of corporations and the need for government
regulation.

Technological Innovations

Technological advancements played a central role in industrial growth. The



Bessemer process revolutionized steel production, while inventions like the
telephone by Alexander Graham Bell and the light bulb by Thomas Edison
transformed communication and daily life. Railroads expanded rapidly, linking
raw materials, factories, and markets across the continent, further
accelerating economic development.

Impact on the Economy

The industrial boom led to increased production, lowered costs, and expanded
markets. The United States became the world’s leading industrial nation by
the end of period 6. However, this economic growth also resulted in widened
wealth disparities and fostered tensions between capital and labor.

Labor Movements and Social Challenges

Industrialization brought significant social challenges, particularly for the
working class. Harsh working conditions, low wages, and long hours led to the
rise of organized labor movements seeking better rights and protections for
workers. Ap us history period 6 highlights the struggles and achievements of
these labor efforts.

Growth of Labor Unions

Labor unions such as the Knights of Labor and the American Federation of
Labor (AFL) emerged to advocate for workers’ rights. The Knights of Labor
aimed to unite all workers and push for broad social reforms, while the AFL
focused on skilled workers and prioritized practical economic gains like
higher wages and shorter hours.

Strikes and Conflicts

The period was marked by notable labor strikes that exposed tensions between
workers and industrialists. Events such as the Great Railroad Strike of 1877,
the Haymarket Riot of 1886, and the Pullman Strike of 1894 demonstrated both
the power and the challenges of labor activism. These conflicts often
resulted in violent clashes and government intervention on behalf of business
interests.

Social Issues and Inequality

Industrial growth intensified social stratification. While industrialists
amassed great wealth, many workers lived in poverty. Urban areas experienced
overcrowding, poor sanitation, and inadequate housing. Women and children
also joined the workforce under difficult conditions, leading to early calls
for labor reform and social justice.

Immigration and Urbanization

Ap us history period 6 witnessed a massive influx of immigrants, which



profoundly influenced American society and cities. Immigrants provided labor
essential for industrial expansion but also contributed to cultural diversity
and social tensions.

New Immigration Patterns

The period saw a shift from predominantly Northern and Western European
immigrants to large numbers from Southern and Eastern Europe, including
Italians, Poles, Jews, and Russians. These new immigrants often settled in
urban ethnic enclaves, preserving cultural traditions while adapting to
American life.

Urban Growth and Challenges

Rapid urbanization accompanied immigration, with cities like New York,
Chicago, and Boston expanding dramatically. Cities faced challenges such as
inadequate infrastructure, sanitation problems, and the rise of political
machines that controlled local governments through patronage and corruption.

Political Machines and Social Services

Political machines like Tammany Hall played a significant role in urban
politics by providing services to immigrants and the poor in exchange for
votes. While often corrupt, these organizations helped integrate immigrants
into the political system and addressed some social needs.

Political Developments and Corruption

The political landscape of ap us history period 6 was characterized by
intense partisanship, voter participation, and widespread corruption. The
era’s politics reflected the complexities of a rapidly changing society and
economy.

Gilded Age Politics

The term "Gilded Age" describes the surface-level prosperity and political
stagnation of this period. Dominated by closely contested elections, the two
major parties—the Republicans and Democrats—often focused on patronage and
maintaining power rather than substantive reform.

Political Corruption and Reform Efforts

Corruption was rampant, with scandals such as the Credit Mobilier and the
Whiskey Ring undermining public trust. Political bosses and machine politics
controlled many local and state governments. In response, reform movements
emerged, including civil service reform efforts like the Pendleton Act of
1883, which aimed to reduce patronage by introducing merit-based government
hiring.



Key Legislation and Supreme Court Decisions

Several laws and court rulings during this era shaped the balance between
government and business. The Interstate Commerce Act (1887) sought to
regulate railroads, while Supreme Court decisions often limited government
intervention, as seen in cases like United States v. E.C. Knight Co., which
restricted antitrust enforcement.

Native American Relations and the West

Ap us history period 6 also encompasses the final stages of westward
expansion and the impact on Native American populations. Federal policies
aimed at assimilation and land acquisition dramatically altered indigenous
life and culture.

Conflict and Displacement

As settlers and railroads moved west, Native American tribes were often
forcibly removed from their lands. Battles such as the Battle of Little
Bighorn in 1876 symbolized Native resistance but ultimately failed to stop
U.S. expansion. The destruction of the buffalo herds further undermined
Native livelihoods.

Reservation System and Assimilation Policies

The government implemented the reservation system to confine tribes to
specific areas. Additionally, policies like the Dawes Act of 1887 aimed to
assimilate Native Americans by dividing communal lands into individual
allotments and promoting agriculture and education along Euro-American lines.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

These policies and conflicts resulted in significant loss of Native land,
culture, and autonomy. The period's legacy includes ongoing struggles for
Native American rights and recognition.

Foreign Policy and Imperialism

While primarily focused on domestic changes, ap us history period 6 also
marks the beginning of American expansionism beyond its borders. The closing
decades of the 19th century saw the United States engage in new foreign
policy initiatives and imperial ventures.

Economic and Strategic Interests

The growth of industry created demands for new markets and resources,
prompting interest in overseas territories. Strategic considerations, such as
naval power and global influence, also motivated expansionist policies.



Events Leading to Imperialism

Key developments include the annexation of Hawaii, increased involvement in
Latin America and the Pacific, and the Spanish-American War of 1898. The
latter conflict marked a turning point, resulting in U.S. acquisition of
territories like Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines.

Debates over Imperialism

The expansionist policies sparked debate between imperialists, who argued for
the benefits of American power and civilization, and anti-imperialists, who
raised concerns about morality, democracy, and the rights of colonized
peoples.

Technological innovations accelerated industrial growth

Labor unions sought improved working conditions

Immigration transformed urban demographics

Political corruption prompted civil service reforms

Native American policies led to displacement and assimilation

Emergence of U.S. as an imperial power

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the major themes of AP US History Period 6
(1865-1898)?

The major themes of AP US History Period 6 include industrialization and its
economic impact, the rise of big business and monopolies, urbanization and
immigration, labor movements and conflicts, the transformation of the West,
and social and political responses to rapid change.

How did the Transcontinental Railroad influence the
United States during Period 6?

The Transcontinental Railroad revolutionized transportation by linking the
eastern and western parts of the United States, facilitating westward
expansion, boosting commerce, encouraging settlement, and accelerating the
growth of industries such as steel and coal.

What was the significance of the Gilded Age in AP US
History Period 6?

The Gilded Age was significant for its rapid economic growth, the rise of
industrial tycoons like Carnegie and Rockefeller, widespread political
corruption, stark social inequalities, and the emergence of labor unions



advocating for workers' rights.

How did Native American life change during Period 6?

During Period 6, Native American life was drastically altered due to westward
expansion, forced relocations to reservations, military conflicts like the
Battle of Little Bighorn, and policies such as the Dawes Act aimed at
assimilation and breaking up tribal lands.

What role did the Populist Party play in the late
19th century US politics?

The Populist Party emerged to represent the interests of farmers and
laborers, advocating for policies like the regulation of railroads, a
graduated income tax, the direct election of senators, and the free coinage
of silver to combat economic hardships during the 1890s.

Additional Resources
1. “The Gilded Age: A History in Documents” by Janette Thomas Greenwood
This book provides a comprehensive collection of primary source documents
that illustrate the complexities of the Gilded Age, a key component of AP US
History Period 6. Through letters, speeches, and newspaper articles, readers
gain insight into the social, economic, and political transformations during
the late 19th century. It’s an excellent resource for understanding the rise
of industrialization and its impact on American society.

2. “The Rise of Industrial America: A People’s History of the Post-
Reconstruction Era” by Page Smith
Smith’s work delves into the rapid industrialization and urbanization of
America following Reconstruction, focusing on the experiences of everyday
Americans. The book highlights labor struggles, immigration, and the growth
of big business, helping readers grasp the dynamics that shaped the nation
during Period 6. It’s especially useful for understanding the challenges and
changes faced by workers.

3. “Nature’s Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West” by William Cronon
Cronon’s book explores the relationship between the city of Chicago and the
surrounding American West, illustrating how economic and environmental
factors influenced development. This text is valuable for AP US History
students to understand regional growth, industrialization, and the
transformation of the American landscape during the late 19th century. It
combines environmental history with economic history to provide a
multifaceted perspective.

4. “The Age of Reform” by Richard Hofstadter
This classic work examines the reform movements that emerged in response to
the social and political issues of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era.
Hofstadter discusses populism, labor activism, and political corruption,
offering insight into the efforts to address inequality and injustice. The
book helps contextualize the political and social reforms that define the
latter part of Period 6.

5. “American Colossus: The Triumph of Capitalism, 1865-1900” by H.W. Brands
Brands provides a detailed narrative of America’s transformation into an
industrial powerhouse after the Civil War. The book covers the rise of



influential businessmen, technological innovations, and the expansion of
markets. It is a thorough examination of capitalism's growth and its effects
on American society during the Gilded Age.

6. “The Frontier in American History” by Frederick Jackson Turner
Turner’s seminal essay and collection of related works analyze the
significance of the American frontier in shaping the nation’s character and
development. This book is crucial for understanding the closing of the
frontier and its implications for American identity and expansionism in
Period 6. It offers foundational perspectives on westward expansion and its
impact.

7. “Labor in America: A History” by Melvyn Dubofsky and Joseph A. McCartin
This text provides an extensive overview of the labor movement in the United
States, focusing on the struggles and achievements of workers during the late
19th and early 20th centuries. It covers key events such as strikes, union
formation, and labor laws, helping students understand the social dynamics of
industrial America. The book is essential for grasping the role of labor in
Period 6.

8. “The Social Gospel: Religion and Reform in Changing America” by Robert T.
Handy
Handy explores the Social Gospel movement, which sought to apply Christian
ethics to social problems like poverty and inequality during the Gilded Age.
The book highlights the connections between religion and progressive reforms,
providing insight into the moral motivations behind many social movements of
the era. It’s a valuable resource for understanding the cultural aspects of
reform.

9. “The Politics of Resentment: Rural Consciousness in Wisconsin and the Rise
of Scott Walker” by Katherine J. Cramer
While focusing on contemporary politics, this book offers important
background on rural attitudes and political culture rooted in historical
developments from Period 6 onward. It helps explain the long-term effects of
economic changes and political realignments that began during the late 19th
century. AP US History students can use it to trace the legacy of rural and
regional tensions originating in the Gilded Age.
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