
apush period 2 practice test
apush period 2 practice test is an essential resource for students preparing
for the AP U.S. History exam, specifically focusing on the second period of
American history, spanning from 1607 to 1754. This period covers critical
developments in colonial America, including the establishment of European
colonies, interaction with Native Americans, economic and social changes, and
the early foundations of American political life. A well-structured apush
period 2 practice test helps students assess their knowledge on key themes
such as colonization, regional differences, and the evolving relationships
between the British, Native Americans, and African populations. This article
offers a comprehensive guide to what an apush period 2 practice test entails,
how to use it effectively, and detailed content areas that are typically
covered. Additionally, the article provides strategies for maximizing study
efficiency and improving test performance on this crucial segment of the
APUSH curriculum.
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Understanding APUSH Period 2: Historical
Context and Themes
APUSH Period 2, covering the years 1607 to 1754, is a pivotal era in early
American history marked by the establishment and growth of European colonies
in North America. This period highlights the colonization efforts by England,
Spain, and France, with English settlements like Jamestown and Plymouth
playing significant roles. The era also features the development of distinct
colonial regions, such as New England, the Middle Colonies, and the Southern
Colonies, each with unique economic, social, and political characteristics.

Students preparing for the apush period 2 practice test must understand major
themes including colonial governance, religious influences, the impact of
Native American interactions, and the beginnings of African slavery in the
colonies. Additionally, this period sets the stage for later revolutionary
sentiments by illustrating early colonial resistance and economic practices.



Colonial Foundations and Regional Differences
During this period, different colonial regions emerged with distinct
identities. New England colonies were largely driven by Puritan religious
ideals and community-based governance, while the Southern Colonies focused on
plantation economies reliant on cash crops like tobacco and rice. The Middle
Colonies, such as Pennsylvania and New York, were more diverse culturally and
economically, with a mix of agriculture, commerce, and religious tolerance.

Interactions with Native Americans
Relations between European settlers and Native American populations were
complex and varied across regions. Period 2 saw both cooperation, such as
trade alliances, and violent conflicts, including wars like King Philip’s
War. Understanding these interactions is crucial for mastering the apush
period 2 practice test content.

Key Topics Covered in an APUSH Period 2
Practice Test
An apush period 2 practice test typically encompasses a wide range of topics
to evaluate students’ grasp of the era’s historical developments. These
include political structures, economic systems, social hierarchies, and
cultural trends that shaped colonial America before the French and Indian
War.

Political Developments and Colonial Governments
Students should be familiar with the various forms of colonial government,
such as the Virginia House of Burgesses, town meetings in New England, and
proprietary colonies. The emergence of self-government and early democratic
principles are often tested in practice exams.

Economic Systems and Labor Practices
The period saw the rise of plantation economies and the introduction of
African slavery, which became central to the Southern Colonies. Mercantilism
influenced colonial trade policies, and indentured servitude was a major
labor system in the early years. These economic factors are critical for
understanding the period’s social and political dynamics.



Religious Movements and Social Structures
Religious motivations underpinned many colonial settlements, especially in
New England. The Great Awakening, which began near the end of Period 2,
started to reshape colonial religious life. Social hierarchies, including the
roles of women, Native Americans, and enslaved Africans, are also important
topics on practice tests.

Benefits of Taking an APUSH Period 2 Practice
Test
Utilizing an apush period 2 practice test offers numerous advantages for
students preparing for the AP U.S. History exam. These practice tests help
identify strengths and weaknesses, reinforce knowledge retention, and improve
time management skills during the actual exam. They also familiarize students
with the format and types of questions they will encounter.

Taking regular practice tests can boost confidence and reduce test anxiety,
providing a clearer picture of what additional study is necessary.
Furthermore, practice tests often include detailed answer explanations, which
help clarify misunderstandings and deepen comprehension of complex historical
concepts.

Effective Study Strategies for APUSH Period 2
Maximizing the benefits of an apush period 2 practice test requires strategic
preparation. Students should combine practice tests with focused review
sessions targeting weaker areas. Active reading of textbooks and primary
sources, note-taking, and creating timelines of major events for Period 2
enhance understanding.

Utilizing Flashcards and Study Guides
Flashcards can help memorize key terms, important dates, and significant
figures from Period 2. Study guides that summarize each topic provide a quick
reference for review before taking practice tests.

Group Study and Discussion
Collaborative learning through group study sessions allows students to
discuss challenging concepts, quiz each other, and share different
perspectives, which can aid in retaining information effectively.



Taking Timed Practice Tests
Simulating exam conditions by taking timed practice tests helps students
develop pacing strategies and become accustomed to the pressure of the AP
exam environment.

Sample Questions and Answer Explanations
To illustrate the format and content of an apush period 2 practice test,
sample questions often include multiple-choice, short-answer, and document-
based questions (DBQs). Below are examples representative of Period 2
content.

Multiple Choice: Which of the following was a primary economic activity1.
in the Southern Colonies during Period 2?

A. Shipbuilding

B. Tobacco cultivation

C. Fur trading

D. Fishing

Answer: B. Tobacco cultivation was the cornerstone of the Southern
economy, relying heavily on plantation agriculture.

Short Answer: Explain how the House of Burgesses contributed to the2.
development of colonial self-government.

Answer: The House of Burgesses was the first elected legislative
assembly in the American colonies, establishing a precedent for
representative government and giving colonists a voice in local affairs.

DBQ Prompt: Analyze the effects of the Great Awakening on colonial3.
society in Period 2.

Answer: The Great Awakening revitalized religious fervor, challenged
established churches, promoted individual spiritual experience, and
contributed to a sense of shared American identity that later influenced
revolutionary thought.

Frequently Asked Questions



What time frame does APUSH Period 2 cover?
APUSH Period 2 covers the years 1607 to 1754, focusing on the early colonial
period in American history.

What were the primary economic activities in the
English colonies during Period 2?
The primary economic activities included tobacco and cash crop farming in the
Southern colonies, trade and shipbuilding in the New England colonies, and
mixed farming in the Middle colonies.

How did the relationship between Native Americans
and English settlers evolve during Period 2?
Initially marked by cooperation and trade, relationships became more hostile
due to land disputes, cultural differences, and competition for resources,
leading to conflicts like King Philip's War.

What role did religion play in the development of
New England colonies in Period 2?
Religion was central; Puritanism shaped social, political, and cultural life,
influencing laws and community structures in colonies like Massachusetts Bay.

What were the characteristics of colonial
governments in Period 2?
Colonial governments often had elected assemblies and governors appointed by
the crown or proprietors, reflecting a mix of self-governance and royal
control.

How did the Atlantic slave trade impact the colonies
during Period 2?
The Atlantic slave trade led to the establishment and expansion of slavery,
particularly in the Southern colonies, shaping social and economic
structures.

What was the significance of the Navigation Acts
during Period 2?
The Navigation Acts were British laws aimed at controlling colonial trade to
benefit England, leading to tensions over economic restrictions.



How did the Enlightenment influence colonial thought
in Period 2?
The Enlightenment encouraged ideas about liberty, democracy, and reason,
which began to influence colonial leaders and lay the groundwork for future
revolutionary ideas.

What were the main causes and effects of conflicts
like Bacon's Rebellion during Period 2?
Bacon's Rebellion was caused by settlers' frustrations over government
policies and Native American attacks; its effects included a shift toward
racialized slavery and changes in colonial policies to appease frontier
settlers.

Additional Resources
1. APUSH Period 2 Review Guide: Colonial America to the Revolution
This comprehensive review guide covers key concepts, events, and figures from
APUSH Period 2, spanning early colonial settlements to the American
Revolution. It includes practice questions, timelines, and summaries designed
to reinforce understanding and boost test performance. Ideal for students
preparing for AP exams, it breaks down complex topics into manageable
sections.

2. Colonial America and the Road to Independence: APUSH Practice Workbook
Focused on Period 2 content, this workbook offers targeted practice questions
alongside detailed answer explanations. It covers social, political, and
economic developments of the 1607-1754 era, helping students master
foundational knowledge. The exercises include multiple-choice, short answer,
and essay prompts aligned with APUSH exam standards.

3. Mastering APUSH Period 2: Strategies for Success
This strategic guide provides students with effective study methods tailored
to APUSH Period 2 topics. It features thematic reviews, critical analysis of
primary sources, and timed practice tests. The book aims to enhance critical
thinking and retention through active learning techniques, preparing students
thoroughly for the exam.

4. APUSH Period 2 Flashcards: Colonial Foundations to Early National Period
A portable and user-friendly set of flashcards that cover essential terms,
people, and events from 1607 to 1754. Perfect for quick review sessions,
these cards help students memorize important facts and concepts efficiently.
The flashcards also include mnemonic devices and key dates to aid in rapid
recall.

5. Practice Tests for APUSH Period 2: Early America Exam Prep
This book offers multiple full-length practice tests specifically focused on



Period 2 material. Each test mimics the format and difficulty of the actual
APUSH exam questions, providing realistic preparation. Detailed answer keys
and explanations help students identify areas for improvement and track
progress.

6. Exploring Colonial Societies: APUSH Period 2 Study Companion
An in-depth study companion that explores the diverse colonial societies,
economies, and cultures during Period 2. It highlights the interactions
between Native Americans, Europeans, and Africans, emphasizing the
complexities of early American history. The book includes review questions
and essay prompts for comprehensive exam preparation.

7. APUSH Period 2: Key Concepts and Practice Questions
This concise guide summarizes the major themes and events of Period 2
alongside numerous practice questions. It is designed for quick review
sessions and includes explanations to clarify common misconceptions. Students
can use this resource to reinforce knowledge before taking practice exams or
quizzes.

8. Foundations of American Democracy: APUSH Period 2 Review
Covering political ideas and movements from 1607 to 1754, this book focuses
on the development of governance and colonial political structures. It
explains the origins of American political thought and colonial resistance
that set the stage for revolution. Practice questions and document-based
prompts help solidify understanding of period themes.

9. APUSH Period 2 Essentials: From Jamestown to the Great Awakening
This essential guide provides a chronological overview of major events and
transformations during Period 2. It covers settlement patterns, economic
changes, religious movements, and social dynamics with clear explanations.
Designed for APUSH students, it includes review questions and practice
exercises tailored to the exam format.
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