
apush unit 2 study guide
apush unit 2 study guide is an essential resource for students preparing for the second
unit of the Advanced Placement United States History (APUSH) exam. This unit typically
covers the early colonial period, focusing on the development of the English colonies, their
economies, societies, and political structures from the early 1600s through the mid-1700s.
Understanding the key themes, events, and figures of this era is crucial for mastering
APUSH content and succeeding on the exam. This study guide provides a detailed overview
of important topics such as colonial regions, interactions with Native Americans, the
emergence of slavery, and the evolution of colonial governments. By exploring these
subjects, students will gain a comprehensive grasp of the foundational elements that
shaped early American history. The guide also includes a clear layout of the major themes
and subtopics, facilitating effective study and review.
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Conflicts and Wars in the Colonies

Colonial Regions and Economies
The second unit of APUSH often emphasizes the distinct characteristics of the three major
colonial regions: New England, the Middle Colonies, and the Southern Colonies. Each region
developed unique economic structures, social hierarchies, and cultural identities shaped by
geography, climate, and available resources.

New England Colonies
The New England colonies, including Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New
Hampshire, were characterized by a cooler climate and rocky soil, which limited large-scale
farming. Their economy centered on small-scale agriculture, fishing, shipbuilding, and
trade. Town meetings and a strong emphasis on community governance were common,
influenced heavily by Puritan religious values.



Middle Colonies
The Middle Colonies, such as New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware, had more
fertile land and a milder climate, supporting diverse agriculture including grains, livestock,
and fruits. These colonies were ethnically and religiously diverse, fostering a culture of
tolerance and economic flexibility. Trade and commerce thrived due to access to key ports
and navigable rivers.

Southern Colonies
The Southern Colonies, including Virginia, Maryland, the Carolinas, and Georgia, featured a
warm climate and fertile soil ideal for plantation agriculture. Their economies relied heavily
on cash crops like tobacco, rice, and indigo. The plantation system depended on a
hierarchical social structure supported by enslaved Africans and indentured servants, which
shaped the region’s social and political dynamics.

Interactions with Native Americans
Understanding the complex relationships between European settlers and Native American
tribes is critical for APUSH unit 2. These interactions ranged from cooperation and trade to
violent conflict and displacement, significantly impacting the development of the colonies
and indigenous societies.

Trade and Alliances
Many early settlers established trade partnerships with Native American tribes, exchanging
European goods for furs, food, and knowledge of the land. Strategic alliances were also
formed in some cases, such as between the Iroquois Confederacy and English or Dutch
colonists, to strengthen military and economic positions.

Conflicts and Wars
Despite initial cooperation, tensions over land, resources, and cultural differences often led
to violent confrontations. Notable conflicts include the Pequot War (1636-1638) in New
England and King Philip’s War (1675-1676), which severely affected Native populations and
colonial communities alike. These wars contributed to shifting power dynamics in the
region.

Impact of European Settlement
European colonization brought significant changes to Native American life, including
exposure to new diseases that decimated populations, loss of ancestral lands, and
disruptions to traditional ways of life. The long-term effects of these changes shaped the
history of both the colonies and indigenous peoples.



Slavery and Labor Systems
The development of labor systems in the colonies, particularly the rise of African slavery, is
a pivotal topic in APUSH unit 2. Economic demands and demographic changes drove the
transition from indentured servitude to a plantation economy reliant on enslaved labor.

Indentured Servitude
In the early colonial period, many laborers were indentured servants—poor Europeans who
agreed to work for a set number of years in exchange for passage to America. This system
helped populate the colonies but was limited by the temporary nature of servitude and
increasing labor demands.

Rise of African Slavery
By the late 1600s, African slavery became the dominant labor system, especially in the
Southern Colonies. The transatlantic slave trade forcibly brought millions of Africans to
North America, where they were subjected to lifelong servitude. Slavery was codified into
law, creating a rigid racial caste system that profoundly influenced colonial society.

Economic and Social Implications
The reliance on enslaved labor enabled the growth of lucrative cash crops and wealth
accumulation for plantation owners. However, it also caused deep social divisions and laid
the groundwork for future conflicts over race and human rights in American history.

Development of Colonial Governments
Colonial governments evolved uniquely in each region, reflecting varying degrees of self-
rule, British control, and local traditions. Understanding these political structures is
essential for mastering APUSH unit 2 content.

Charter, Proprietary, and Royal Colonies
Colonies were established under different types of governance. Charter colonies, like
Massachusetts Bay, operated with charters granting substantial self-government.
Proprietary colonies, such as Pennsylvania, were governed by individuals or groups with
ownership rights. Royal colonies were directly controlled by the English crown, with
governors appointed by the monarch.

Representative Assemblies
Most colonies developed representative legislative bodies, such as the Virginia House of



Burgesses and the New England town meetings, which allowed colonists to participate in
governance. These assemblies played key roles in local decision-making and set precedents
for democratic practices in America.

Relations with the British Crown
While colonies enjoyed varying degrees of autonomy, they remained subject to British
imperial policies and oversight. Tensions occasionally arose over taxation, trade
regulations, and authority, foreshadowing later revolutionary sentiments.

Religious and Social Movements
Religion and social changes profoundly influenced colonial life in the second unit of APUSH.
Religious freedom, evangelism, and social stratification were key themes shaping the
cultural landscape.

Puritanism and Religious Intolerance
Puritanism dominated New England, emphasizing community conformity and moral
discipline. However, dissenters such as Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson challenged
orthodoxies, advocating for religious freedom and separation of church and state, leading
to the founding of colonies like Rhode Island.

The Great Awakening
In the 1730s and 1740s, the Great Awakening swept through the colonies, revitalizing
Protestant faith through emotional preaching and evangelical enthusiasm. This movement
democratized religion, challenged established churches, and encouraged ideas of individual
rights and equality.

Social Hierarchies and Gender Roles
Colonial society was structured by class, race, and gender. Landowners and elites held
significant power, while women’s roles were largely domestic and limited by legal
restrictions. These social dynamics influenced cultural expectations and community
organization.

Conflicts and Wars in the Colonies
The second unit of APUSH covers several key conflicts that shaped colonial development
and relations with European powers. These wars had lasting impacts on territorial control
and colonial identity.



French and Indian War
The French and Indian War (1754-1763), part of the larger Seven Years’ War, was a
struggle between Britain and France for dominance in North America. The conflict involved
Native American alliances and resulted in British victory, expanding colonial territory but
also increasing imperial debt and tensions.

Colonial Responses to Conflict
Colonists played active roles in these wars, which fostered military experience and a sense
of shared identity. However, British policies following the wars, such as increased taxation
and regulation, led to growing dissatisfaction among colonists.

Impact on Native Americans
These conflicts often devastated Native American communities, as shifting alliances and
territorial losses disrupted traditional life and autonomy, contributing to long-term
displacement and resistance.

Key Terms and Figures to Remember
To effectively prepare for APUSH unit 2, students should familiarize themselves with
important terms and influential individuals from the period. These include:

John Winthrop – Leader of the Massachusetts Bay Colony and proponent of the "City
upon a Hill" vision.

William Penn – Founder of Pennsylvania and advocate for religious tolerance.

Anne Hutchinson – Religious dissenter who challenged Puritan orthodoxy.

Mayflower Compact – Early form of self-government established by Pilgrims.

Headright System – Land grant program encouraging colonial settlement.

Bacon’s Rebellion – 1676 uprising highlighting tensions between frontier settlers and
colonial elites.

Navigation Acts – British laws regulating colonial trade.

Stono Rebellion – 1739 slave uprising in South Carolina.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes covered in APUSH Unit 2?
APUSH Unit 2 typically covers the colonial period from 1607 to 1754, focusing on the
development of British North American colonies, colonial society, economy, politics, and
interactions with Native Americans and other European powers.

How did the British colonies differ economically and
socially in Unit 2?
In Unit 2, the New England colonies were characterized by small-scale farming, trade, and
shipbuilding with a focus on religious communities; the Middle colonies had diverse
economies including farming and commerce; the Southern colonies relied heavily on
plantation agriculture and enslaved labor for cash crops like tobacco and rice.

What role did religion play in the development of the
colonies in Unit 2?
Religion was central to many colonies, especially in New England where Puritanism shaped
social and political life. The Great Awakening in the 1730s and 1740s also influenced
religious diversity and encouraged ideas of individualism and questioning authority.

How did colonial governments evolve during the period
covered in Unit 2?
Colonial governments developed varying degrees of self-rule, with many colonies
establishing representative assemblies like the Virginia House of Burgesses, reflecting
English political traditions but adapting to local needs and conditions.

What were the causes and consequences of conflicts
between colonists and Native Americans in Unit 2?
Conflicts arose due to competition over land and resources, such as during King Philip's War
and the Pequot War. These conflicts often resulted in significant Native American losses,
expansion of colonial territories, and increased tensions that shaped future colonial-Native
relations.

Additional Resources
1. American Colonies: The Settling of North America
This comprehensive book by Alan Taylor explores the diverse origins and developments of
the American colonies before the Revolution. It covers the interactions between European
settlers, Native Americans, and Africans, highlighting the cultural and economic foundations
of early America. The book provides essential background for understanding the context of
Unit 2 in APUSH.



2. A People’s History of the American Revolution
By Ray Raphael, this book offers a grassroots perspective on the American Revolution,
focusing on the experiences of everyday people rather than just political leaders. It sheds
light on the social and economic tensions that fueled revolutionary sentiments during the
colonial period. This perspective is crucial for grasping the complexities of Unit 2’s themes.

3. Colonial America: A History
This textbook by Kenneth Lockridge provides a detailed overview of colonial America from
the early 1600s through the mid-1700s. It covers political, social, economic, and religious
developments that shaped the colonies. The clear narrative makes it an excellent resource
for studying APUSH Unit 2.

4. The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution
Bernard Bailyn’s classic work examines the political ideas and philosophies that inspired the
American Revolution. The book delves into the colonial mindset and the intellectual
background that led to resistance against British rule. It’s a key text for understanding the
ideological underpinnings covered in Unit 2.

5. American Slavery, American Freedom
Edmund S. Morgan’s influential book explores the paradox of liberty and slavery in colonial
Virginia. It discusses how the institution of slavery was intertwined with the development of
American notions of freedom. This work is essential for understanding the social and
economic contradictions in early America.

6. Life in Colonial America
This book by Harold Underwood Faulkner paints a vivid picture of daily life in the colonies,
including family structures, labor, and community life. It provides insight into the social
fabric and cultural norms that characterized colonial society. It’s a helpful supplement for
APUSH students studying Unit 2.

7. The Glorious Cause: The American Revolution, 1763-1789
Robert Middlekauff’s narrative traces the political, military, and social events leading up to
and during the American Revolution. It provides detailed coverage of colonial unrest and
the revolutionary war period, aligning with the key events studied in Unit 2. The book is
well-regarded for its thorough research and engaging storytelling.

8. From Colony to Country: The American Revolution, 1763-1789
This book by Richard B. Morris focuses on the transition from British colonies to an
independent nation. It analyzes the causes and effects of revolutionary movements and the
formation of new political institutions. It’s a solid resource for understanding the scope of
Unit 2.

9. Colonial Women: Gender Roles and Family Life in Early America
By Linda Kerber, this book examines the roles and experiences of women in colonial
America. It highlights how gender influenced social status, labor, and legal rights during the
colonial period. This perspective enriches the study of social history in APUSH Unit 2.
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