
apush unit 6 test
apush unit 6 test is a critical assessment for students studying the post-Civil War era in American
history, typically covering the period from 1865 to 1898. This unit focuses on the transformative
changes in society, economy, politics, and culture during the Gilded Age and the early Progressive
Era. Understanding the key themes such as industrialization, urbanization, immigration, and the
responses to these developments is essential for excelling in the apush unit 6 test. The test often
includes questions on important legislation, influential figures, economic trends, labor movements,
and social reforms. This article will provide a comprehensive overview of the major topics included
in the apush unit 6 test, helping students effectively prepare and review. Below is a detailed
breakdown of the topics and concepts that are crucial for success on the exam.

Industrialization and Economic Growth

Labor Movements and Worker Rights

Urbanization and Immigration

Government Policies and Political Changes

Social and Cultural Developments

Industrialization and Economic Growth
The period covered in the apush unit 6 test is marked by rapid industrialization and significant
economic expansion in the United States. This era saw the rise of major industries such as steel, oil,
and railroads, which fundamentally reshaped the American economy and society. Key technological
innovations and the growth of corporations led to the emergence of powerful business magnates and
monopolies.

Rise of Big Business
Industrial tycoons like Andrew Carnegie in steel, John D. Rockefeller in oil, and Cornelius Vanderbilt
in railroads dominated the economy. Their business strategies included vertical and horizontal
integration, which allowed companies to control entire supply chains or eliminate competition. This
consolidation led to the creation of trusts and monopolies that shaped the marketplace.

Technological Innovations
The second half of the 19th century introduced important inventions that spurred industrial growth.
The Bessemer process revolutionized steel production, while innovations in transportation and
communication, such as railroads and the telegraph, connected markets and accelerated commerce.
These inventions are frequently tested topics on the apush unit 6 test.



Economic Impact and Consequences
The rise of industrial capitalism contributed to a growing wealth gap and the expansion of urban
centers. While industrialization created jobs and boosted the economy, it also led to harsh working
conditions and exploitation of laborers. The concentration of wealth in the hands of a few business
leaders sparked debates about economic inequality and government regulation.

Labor Movements and Worker Rights
The apush unit 6 test covers the significant labor unrest and the emergence of organized labor in
response to industrial working conditions. Workers sought better wages, hours, and safer
environments, leading to the formation of unions and strikes that shaped labor policy and public
opinion.

Formation of Labor Unions
Unions such as the Knights of Labor and the American Federation of Labor (AFL) played pivotal
roles in advocating for workers’ rights. The Knights of Labor sought to unite all workers, regardless
of skill, while the AFL focused on skilled laborers and practical reforms like higher wages and
shorter hours.

Major Strikes and Conflicts
Several significant labor strikes during this period are essential topics on the apush unit 6 test. The
Great Railroad Strike of 1877, the Haymarket Affair of 1886, the Homestead Strike of 1892, and the
Pullman Strike of 1894 illustrate the tensions between labor and management. These events
highlighted issues of violence, government intervention, and public perception of labor movements.

Government and Employer Responses
Employers often used strikebreakers and private security forces to suppress labor actions, while
government authorities typically sided with business interests by deploying troops or issuing
injunctions. The apush unit 6 test may examine how these responses influenced the development of
labor laws and union strategies.

Urbanization and Immigration
The late 19th century witnessed a massive influx of immigrants and rapid urban growth,
transforming the social landscape of America. The apush unit 6 test assesses knowledge of these
demographic changes and their effects on cities, culture, and politics.



Patterns of Immigration
New waves of immigrants arrived primarily from Southern and Eastern Europe, including Italians,
Poles, and Jews, differing from earlier Northern and Western European groups. These immigrants
often settled in urban ethnic neighborhoods, working in factories and contributing to America’s
industrial workforce.

Challenges of Urban Life
Rapid urbanization led to overcrowded housing, inadequate sanitation, and the rise of tenement
buildings. Cities struggled to provide basic services, and poverty was widespread. These conditions
often fueled social reform movements that aimed to improve living standards for the urban poor.

Political Machines and Urban Politics
Political machines, such as New York’s Tammany Hall, gained power by mobilizing immigrant votes
and providing social services in exchange for political support. The apush unit 6 test may focus on
the role of these machines in urban governance, corruption, and reform efforts.

Government Policies and Political Changes
This section of the apush unit 6 test covers the evolving role of the federal government in regulating
the economy and addressing social issues during the Gilded Age and early Progressive Era. It also
includes the political dynamics and major legislation of the time.

Economic Regulation and the Interstate Commerce Act
The growth of monopolies and unfair business practices prompted the government to intervene. The
Interstate Commerce Act of 1887 was the first federal law to regulate railroads, aiming to ensure
fair rates and eliminate discriminatory practices. This marked a shift toward more active
government oversight.

Political Corruption and Reform Movements
The Gilded Age was notorious for political corruption, including patronage and bribery. Reform
movements sought to combat these issues through civil service reform, exemplified by the Pendleton
Civil Service Act, which established merit-based hiring for federal jobs.

Populism and the People’s Party
Farmers and laborers, frustrated by economic hardships, formed the Populist Party, advocating for
policies like the free coinage of silver, government ownership of railroads, and direct election of
senators. These ideas influenced later Progressive reforms and are often tested in apush unit 6



exams.

Social and Cultural Developments
The apush unit 6 test also explores the cultural shifts and social reforms that emerged in response to
industrialization and urbanization. These developments reflect changing values, new ideas, and
efforts to address societal problems.

Social Darwinism and the Gospel of Wealth
Ideas such as Social Darwinism justified economic inequality by applying “survival of the fittest” to
society, while philanthropists like Andrew Carnegie promoted the Gospel of Wealth, encouraging the
rich to use their fortunes for public good. These ideologies shaped public attitudes toward wealth
and responsibility.

Progressive Reform Movements
Reformers sought to address issues like labor conditions, women’s rights, and public health.
Organizations such as settlement houses, led by figures like Jane Addams, worked to improve urban
living, while the temperance movement aimed to reduce alcohol consumption.

Changes in Education and Culture
The period saw expansion in public education and the rise of new cultural institutions, including
libraries and museums. Realism and naturalism emerged in literature, reflecting the complexities of
industrial society. These cultural changes are relevant to understanding the broader impact of the
era covered by the apush unit 6 test.

Key Terms and Concepts for the APUSH Unit 6 Test

Gilded Age

Monopoly and Trusts

Vertical and Horizontal Integration

Knights of Labor and American Federation of Labor

Great Railroad Strike of 1877

Interstate Commerce Act

Pendleton Civil Service Act



Populist Party

Social Darwinism

Settlement Houses

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes covered in APUSH Unit 6?
APUSH Unit 6 primarily covers the Gilded Age, industrialization, urbanization, immigration, labor
movements, and political developments in the late 19th century.

Which key legislation is important to know for APUSH Unit 6?
Important legislation includes the Sherman Antitrust Act, Interstate Commerce Act, Pendleton Civil
Service Act, and the Chinese Exclusion Act.

Who were some influential industrialists studied in APUSH
Unit 6?
Key industrialists include Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller, Cornelius Vanderbilt, and J.P.
Morgan.

What role did labor unions play during the period covered in
Unit 6?
Labor unions like the Knights of Labor and the American Federation of Labor fought for workers'
rights, better wages, and working conditions, often facing violent opposition.

How did immigration impact American society in the Gilded
Age?
Immigration led to rapid urbanization, cultural diversity, and economic growth, but also caused
nativist backlash and overcrowded living conditions.

What was the significance of the Populist Party in Unit 6?
The Populist Party represented farmers and laborers, advocating for economic reforms like the free
coinage of silver, government regulation of railroads, and direct election of senators.

How did political machines influence urban politics during



this era?
Political machines, such as Tammany Hall, controlled city politics through patronage and corruption,
providing services to immigrants in exchange for votes.

What were the effects of industrialization on American society
in Unit 6?
Industrialization led to economic growth, technological innovation, wealth concentration, social
stratification, and challenges like poor working conditions and environmental degradation.

How did the Supreme Court rulings affect labor and business
during this period?
Supreme Court decisions often favored business interests, upholding laissez-faire policies and
limiting labor protections, as seen in cases like Plessy v. Ferguson and Wabash v. Illinois.

Additional Resources
1. American History: A Survey, Volume 2 (Chapters 16-30)
This comprehensive textbook covers American history from the Civil War through the 20th century,
with detailed sections on the Gilded Age, Progressive Era, and early 20th-century America. It
provides essential context for understanding the key themes of APUSH Unit 6, including
industrialization, urbanization, and social reform movements. The book is widely used in APUSH
classes for its clear explanations and primary source excerpts.

2. The Gilded Age: A History in Documents
This book offers a collection of primary documents from the Gilded Age, a critical period in Unit 6 of
APUSH. It allows students to explore firsthand accounts of industrial growth, labor struggles, and
political corruption. The contextual introductions help readers analyze the significance of each
document within the broader historical narrative.

3. America’s History, Volume 2: Since 1865
Focusing on post-Civil War America, this text covers Reconstruction, the rise of industry, and major
social changes through the 20th century. Its detailed chapters on immigration, labor movements,
and the Progressive Era give students a solid foundation for Unit 6 test topics. The book also
integrates historiographical perspectives, encouraging critical thinking.

4. The Age of Reform: From Bryan to F.D.R. by Richard Hofstadter
This classic work explores the reform movements that shaped America from the late 19th century
through the New Deal era. Hofstadter examines populism, progressivism, and the responses to
industrial capitalism, themes central to APUSH Unit 6. The book’s analytical approach helps
students understand the political and social dynamics of the period.

5. Industrializing America: The Nineteenth Century by Walter Licht
This book provides an in-depth look at the rapid industrialization that transformed the United States
during the 19th century. It covers technological innovations, labor conditions, and the growth of
corporations, all of which are key components of Unit 6. The text is accessible for students seeking



to grasp the complexities of America’s economic development.

6. Immigration and Urbanization in the Gilded Age
Focusing on the demographic shifts and challenges of the late 19th century, this book explores the
experiences of immigrants and the rise of urban centers. It discusses social tensions, political
machines, and reforms aimed at improving city life. This resource is particularly useful for APUSH
students studying the social aspects of Unit 6.

7. The Progressive Era by Murray N. Rothbard
Rothbard's analysis of the Progressive Era critiques the political and economic reforms of the early
20th century. The book delves into regulatory policies, social justice initiatives, and the changing
role of government. APUSH students can use this text to understand different interpretations of
progressivism during Unit 6.

8. Labor in America: A History by Melvyn Dubofsky and Joseph A. McCartin
This detailed history covers the rise of labor unions, strikes, and workers’ rights movements from
the late 19th century onward. It highlights key events such as the Haymarket Riot and the Pullman
Strike, which are important topics in Unit 6. The book provides insights into the struggles and
achievements of American laborers.

9. The Populist Vision by Charles Postel
Postel’s book examines the Populist movement of the 1890s, exploring its roots, goals, and impact on
American politics. It offers a nuanced view of farmers’ alliances and the challenges they faced
during the Gilded Age. This work helps APUSH students understand the political realignments and
reform efforts discussed in Unit 6.
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