articles of confederation commonlit answers

articles of confederation commonlit answers are essential for students and educators seeking to
understand the foundational aspects of the United States’ first governing document. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of the Articles of Confederation as featured in CommonLit
materials, including detailed explanations and precise answers to common questions. By exploring
the historical context, key features, strengths, and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation,
readers will gain a well-rounded understanding that enhances their interpretation and analysis.
Furthermore, this guide includes clarifications on frequently asked questions and addresses common
misconceptions. The objective is to offer clear and accurate articles of confederation commonlit
answers that support academic success and deeper comprehension. Below is an organized table of
contents to navigate the main topics discussed.
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Historical Context of the Articles of Confederation

The Articles of Confederation were adopted by the Continental Congress in 1777 and ratified in
1781, serving as the first constitution of the United States. This document was created during the
Revolutionary War as a means to unify the thirteen original colonies under a weak central
government. The historical context of the Articles is crucial for understanding its provisions and
limitations. The colonies sought to maintain their sovereignty while coordinating efforts for defense,
diplomacy, and economic policy. The Articles reflected the desire to avoid a strong central authority
similar to the British monarchy, which the colonists had just rebelled against.

Purpose and Goals

The primary purpose of the Articles of Confederation was to establish a framework for cooperation
among the states while preserving their independence. It aimed to create a national government
capable of conducting foreign affairs, declaring war, and managing relations with Native American
tribes. However, the central government was deliberately given limited powers, reflecting the
colonies’ fear of centralized tyranny.



Ratification Process

The ratification process was lengthy and complex, as each state had to approve the Articles.
Disputes over territorial claims and state sovereignty delayed unanimous consent. Maryland was the
last state to ratify in 1781, largely due to concerns about western land claims. This process
illustrates the challenges of uniting diverse interests under a single governing document.

Key Features of the Articles of Confederation

The Articles of Confederation established a confederal system of government characterized by a
weak central authority and strong state sovereignty. Understanding its key features is essential for
grasping the document’s operational framework and limitations.

Structure of Government

The government under the Articles consisted of a single legislative body called the Congress of the
Confederation. There was no executive branch or national judiciary, limiting the government’s
ability to enforce laws or resolve disputes between states. Each state had one vote in Congress
regardless of population size.

Powers Granted to Congress

Congress was granted authority to conduct foreign affairs, maintain armed forces, declare war and
peace, coin money, and manage relations with Native American tribes. However, it lacked the power
to levy taxes or regulate commerce, relying on voluntary contributions from states for funding.

State Sovereignty

States retained most powers, including taxation and law enforcement. The Articles emphasized state
independence, which often led to conflicts and inefficiencies in national governance.

Strengths of the Articles of Confederation

Despite its weaknesses, the Articles of Confederation had notable strengths that contributed to the
early success of the United States during a turbulent period.

Successful Coordination During the Revolutionary War

The Articles enabled the colonies to coordinate military efforts and diplomacy effectively during the
Revolutionary War. Congress was able to negotiate treaties, such as the Treaty of Paris in 1783,
which ended the conflict and recognized American independence.



Encouragement of State Cooperation

The Articles fostered a sense of unity among the states despite their independence. This cooperation
laid the groundwork for future collaboration under the Constitution.

Northwest Ordinance

One of the most significant achievements under the Articles was the Northwest Ordinance of 1787,
which established a process for admitting new states and set guidelines for governance in western
territories.

e Conducted diplomacy with foreign nations
e Maintained an army during wartime

 Established procedures for western expansion

Weaknesses and Challenges

The Articles of Confederation also exhibited critical weaknesses that hindered effective governance
and led to calls for reform.

Financial Limitations

The inability of Congress to levy taxes meant that the government was chronically underfunded.
States often failed to meet financial requests, resulting in debt and limited military readiness.

Lack of Central Authority

Without an executive branch or national court system, enforcement of laws and resolution of
interstate disputes were ineffective. This contributed to political instability and weak national
cohesion.

Trade and Economic Issues

Congress lacked authority to regulate interstate and international commerce, leading to economic
discord among states and with foreign powers. Tariffs and trade barriers between states were
common, hampering economic growth.



Difficulty Amending the Articles

Amendments required unanimous consent from all thirteen states, making it nearly impossible to
adapt the government to changing needs.

CommonlLit Questions and Answers

CommonlLit materials often include questions designed to test comprehension and critical thinking
regarding the Articles of Confederation. Below are examples of typical questions along with detailed
answers to aid students.

What was the main purpose of the Articles of Confederation?

The main purpose was to create a unified government for the thirteen states that maintained their
sovereignty while allowing cooperation in matters like defense and foreign relations.

Why did the Articles of Confederation create a weak central
government?

The drafters wanted to avoid a strong central authority that could become tyrannical, as they had
experienced under British rule. They prioritized state independence over centralized power.

List three powers Congress held under the Articles of
Confederation.

1. Declare war and make peace
2. Manage relations with Native American tribes

3. Coin and borrow money

Identify two major weaknesses of the Articles of
Confederation.

1. Congress could not levy taxes.

2. There was no executive branch to enforce laws.



How did the Northwest Ordinance impact the United States?

It provided a method for admitting new states from western territories and set important precedents
for governance and rights, including the prohibition of slavery in the Northwest Territory.

Importance and Legacy of the Articles of Confederation

The Articles of Confederation played a pivotal role in American history by serving as the first
attempt at national government. Its legacy is both instructive and foundational.

Lessons Learned

The weaknesses of the Articles highlighted the need for a stronger federal government, directly
influencing the drafting of the U.S. Constitution in 1787. The experience underscored the balance
required between state and national powers.

Influence on the U.S. Constitution

The Constitution addressed many of the Articles’ shortcomings by establishing a stronger executive
branch, a federal judiciary, and granting Congress taxing and regulatory powers. The transition
marked a critical evolution in American governance.

Continued Historical Significance

The Articles of Confederation remain a significant study subject in American history and civics
education. They provide insight into the challenges of nation-building and the development of
federalism in the United States.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the Articles of Confederation?

The Articles of Confederation were the first constitution of the United States, creating a national
government with limited powers, primarily during and immediately after the American Revolution.

Why did the Articles of Confederation establish a weak central
government?

The Articles created a weak central government to avoid the concentration of power that the
colonists had experienced under British rule, giving most authority to the states.



What were some major weaknesses of the Articles of
Confederation according to the CommonlLit text?

Major weaknesses included the inability to tax, no executive branch to enforce laws, no national
court system, and difficulty passing laws because of the requirement of a supermajority.

How did the Articles of Confederation impact the ability of the
United States to conduct foreign policy?

Under the Articles, the U.S. struggled to conduct effective foreign policy because the weak central
government could not enforce treaties or raise funds for diplomacy or defense.

What role did the Articles of Confederation play during the
Revolutionary War?

The Articles provided a framework for the colonies to unite and coordinate efforts during the
Revolutionary War, including managing the war effort and negotiating with foreign allies.

Why were the Articles of Confederation eventually replaced?

They were replaced because the weak central government they created was ineffective at managing
economic issues, interstate disputes, and national defense, leading to the drafting of the U.S.
Constitution.

What powers did the national government have under the
Articles of Confederation?

The national government could conduct foreign affairs, maintain armed forces, borrow money, and
issue currency, but it could not tax or regulate commerce effectively.

How did the Articles of Confederation affect relationships
between the states?

The Articles allowed states to operate almost like independent countries, leading to conflicts over
trade, boundaries, and laws due to lack of a strong central authority.

What was the process for passing laws under the Articles of
Confederation?

Passing laws required the approval of nine out of thirteen states, making it difficult to enact
legislation and respond quickly to national issues.

How does the CommonlLit passage explain the significance of
the Articles of Confederation in U.S. history?

The passage highlights the Articles as an important first step in American self-governance that



revealed the need for a stronger federal government, leading to the creation of the Constitution.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding the Articles of Confederation

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the Articles of Confederation, detailing its creation,
purpose, and the challenges it faced. It explains how this first constitution of the United States laid
the groundwork for the current federal system. Readers will gain insight into why it ultimately failed
and how it influenced the drafting of the U.S. Constitution.

2. The Early American Government: Articles of Confederation Explained

Focused on the governmental structure established by the Articles of Confederation, this book
explores the powers and limitations of the national government under this document. It highlights
the key issues such as lack of taxation power and interstate disputes. The text is designed to help
students and readers understand the historical context and significance of early American
governance.

3. From Confederation to Constitution: The Road to a Stronger Union

This book traces the transition from the Articles of Confederation to the U.S. Constitution,
emphasizing the weaknesses of the former and the debates leading to the latter. It offers detailed
analysis on how the Articles shaped early American politics and the compromises made at the
Constitutional Convention. The narrative is accessible and ideal for those studying American history
or civics.

4. CommonlLit Answers: Articles of Confederation

Specifically tailored for CommonLit users, this guide provides detailed answers and explanations to
questions related to the Articles of Confederation. It serves as a helpful resource for students
looking to deepen their understanding and improve their comprehension of the text. The book
includes summaries, question responses, and critical thinking prompts.

5. The Articles of Confederation and the Creation of a Nation

This book examines the Articles of Confederation not just as a political document, but as a crucial
step in nation-building. It discusses the historical context of post-Revolution America and how the
Articles aimed to unite the states while balancing power. Readers will learn about the successes and
failures that influenced future governance.

6. Challenges Under the Articles: Economic and Political Struggles

Focusing on the economic and political difficulties faced under the Articles of Confederation, this
book discusses issues like interstate commerce, debt, and foreign relations. It explains how these
challenges exposed the need for a stronger central government. The book is ideal for readers
interested in the practical implications of early American policies.

7. Key Figures and Debates Surrounding the Articles of Confederation

This book highlights the influential leaders and pivotal debates that shaped the Articles of
Confederation. It profiles figures such as John Dickinson and other framers, providing insight into
their motivations and concerns. The narrative sheds light on the political dynamics of the era and
the impact on the formation of American government.

8. The Articles of Confederation: A Student’s Guide
Designed as an educational tool, this guide breaks down the Articles of Confederation in an easy-to-



understand format. It includes chapter summaries, key terms, and review questions to support
student learning. This resource is perfect for middle and high school students studying early U.S.
history.

9. Lessons from the Articles: Foundations of American Democracy

This book explores the enduring lessons learned from the Articles of Confederation and their
influence on American democratic principles. It discusses how the experiences under the Articles
informed the balance of power and federalism in the U.S. Constitution. Readers will appreciate the
analysis of how early governance shaped modern democracy.
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