
australia physical features map
australia physical features map provides an essential overview of the diverse and unique
geographical landscape of the Australian continent. This comprehensive guide explores the major
physical features that define Australia’s terrain, including mountain ranges, deserts, rivers, and
coastal formations. Understanding the spatial distribution of these features through a physical
features map is crucial for studies in geography, environmental science, and regional planning. This
article delves into the key components visible on an australia physical features map, highlighting how
natural features influence climate, biodiversity, and human settlement patterns across the country.
Readers will gain insight into Australia’s varied topography, from arid interior deserts to lush coastal
regions. The exploration includes detailed descriptions of major mountain systems, river basins, and
significant landforms that shape the continent. Following this introduction, a clear table of contents
outlines the main sections covered to facilitate easy navigation through the physical geography of
Australia.

Major Mountain Ranges in Australia

Deserts and Arid Regions

River Systems and Lakes

Coastal Features and Islands

Plains and Plateaus

Major Mountain Ranges in Australia

The australia physical features map prominently displays several mountain ranges that contribute to
the continent’s topographical diversity. These ranges are generally older and less elevated compared
to mountain systems on other continents, but they are significant in shaping local climates and
ecosystems.

The Great Dividing Range

The Great Dividing Range is the most extensive mountain range in Australia, stretching over 2,300
miles along the eastern coastline from Queensland through New South Wales to Victoria. It acts as a
climatic barrier, influencing rainfall patterns on the coast and inland regions. This range comprises
numerous plateaus, escarpments, and peaks, with Mount Kosciuszko being the highest point on the
Australian mainland at 2,228 meters.



Other Notable Mountain Ranges

Besides the Great Dividing Range, other important mountain formations include the MacDonnell
Ranges in the Northern Territory and the Flinders Ranges in South Australia. These ranges are
characterized by rugged terrain and ancient geological formations, contributing to biodiversity
hotspots and unique landscapes visible on an australia physical features map.

Flinders Ranges: known for its striking geological formations and fossils

MacDonnell Ranges: an important cultural site for Indigenous Australians

Australian Alps: part of the Great Dividing Range with alpine ecosystems

Deserts and Arid Regions

Australia’s interior is dominated by vast desert landscapes that are clearly marked on any detailed
australia physical features map. These arid regions cover approximately 18% of the continent and are
some of the driest places on Earth.

The Great Victoria Desert

The Great Victoria Desert is the largest desert in Australia, stretching across Western Australia and
South Australia. It consists primarily of sand dunes, rocky plains, and sparse vegetation. This desert
influences the climate and habitation patterns in the central part of the country.

The Simpson and Gibson Deserts

Other significant deserts include the Simpson Desert, famous for its red sand dunes, and the Gibson
Desert, located in Western Australia. These deserts showcase extreme environmental conditions and
are home to unique flora and fauna adapted to arid climates.

Great Victoria Desert: sand dunes and salt lakes

Simpson Desert: extensive dune fields

Gibson Desert: rocky plateaus and sparse vegetation

Tanami Desert: located in Northern Territory, semi-arid



River Systems and Lakes

Australia’s river systems and lakes are key physical features that contribute to the continent’s
ecosystem diversity and water resource management. An australia physical features map highlights
these waterways, revealing how they support agriculture, urban areas, and natural habitats.

The Murray-Darling Basin

The Murray-Darling Basin is the largest and most significant river system in Australia, covering
multiple states including New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, and South Australia. It supports
extensive agricultural activities and is vital for water supply in southeastern Australia.

Other Important Rivers and Lakes

Other notable rivers include the Darling River, the Murrumbidgee River, and the Fitzroy River.
Australia’s lakes, such as Lake Eyre—the continent’s largest salt lake—are typically ephemeral but
crucial for wildlife during wet periods.

Murray River: Australia’s longest river

Darling River: major tributary of the Murray

Lake Eyre: endorheic basin, fills periodically

Lakes Torrens and Gairdner: salt lakes in South Australia

Coastal Features and Islands

The australian physical features map also reveals Australia’s extensive coastline, which spans over
16,000 miles and includes a variety of coastal landforms and island groups. These features are crucial
for marine biodiversity, tourism, and climate regulation.

Coral Reefs and Coastal Landforms

The Great Barrier Reef, located off the northeastern coast of Queensland, is the world’s largest coral
reef system and a UNESCO World Heritage site. Coastal features such as bays, cliffs, and estuaries



are widespread along the continent’s shoreline, influencing marine and human activities.

Major Islands

Australia’s significant islands include Tasmania to the south, Kangaroo Island near South Australia,
and the Torres Strait Islands in the north. These islands have distinct physical characteristics and
ecosystems that add to Australia’s geographical complexity.

Great Barrier Reef: largest coral reef system globally

Tasmania: mountainous and forested island state

Kangaroo Island: known for wildlife and natural reserves

Torres Strait Islands: tropical islands north of mainland Australia

Plains and Plateaus

Plains and plateaus form a significant part of Australia’s interior landscape, often depicted on an
australia physical features map as vast flat or gently undulating areas. These landforms influence
land use, agriculture, and settlement distribution.

The Nullarbor Plain

The Nullarbor Plain is one of the largest arid karst landscapes in the world, spanning the border
between South Australia and Western Australia. It is known for its extensive limestone bedrock and
relatively flat topography.

Other Plains and Plateaus

Additional important plains include the Western Plains and the Riverina region, which support
agriculture due to fertile soils and access to water. Plateaus such as the Barkly Tableland in the
Northern Territory are also notable for their vast grasslands and grazing suitability.

Nullarbor Plain: extensive limestone plateau

Western Plains: fertile agricultural land



Barkly Tableland: large grassland plateau

Riverina: important farming region in New South Wales

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the major physical features shown on a map of
Australia?
Major physical features on a map of Australia include the Great Dividing Range, the Outback, the
Simpson Desert, the Great Barrier Reef, the Murray-Darling Basin, and the coastal plains.

Where is the Great Dividing Range located on the Australia
physical features map?
The Great Dividing Range is located along the eastern coast of Australia, stretching from Queensland
in the north down through New South Wales and Victoria in the south.

What does the Outback represent on the Australia physical
features map?
The Outback represents the vast, remote, and arid interior regions of Australia, characterized by
deserts, sparse vegetation, and low population density.

How is the Great Barrier Reef depicted on Australia's physical
features map?
The Great Barrier Reef is shown off the northeastern coast of Queensland, represented as a long
stretch of coral reef along the Coral Sea.

Which desert is commonly highlighted on physical maps of
Australia?
The Simpson Desert is commonly highlighted on physical maps of Australia, located in the central part
of the country, known for its red sand dunes.

What role do rivers like the Murray and Darling play on
Australia's physical features map?
The Murray and Darling Rivers, shown mainly in southeastern Australia, form the Murray-Darling
Basin, which is a crucial water system for agriculture and ecosystems.



How are coastal plains represented on an Australia physical
features map?
Coastal plains are depicted as flat, low-lying areas along the eastern, southern, and western
coastlines of Australia, often shown with lighter colors indicating lower elevation.

Additional Resources
1. Exploring Australia's Physical Geography
This book offers a comprehensive overview of Australia's diverse physical features, including its
mountain ranges, deserts, rivers, and coastal landscapes. It includes detailed maps and illustrations
to help readers visualize the terrain. Ideal for students and geography enthusiasts, it breaks down
complex concepts into easily understandable sections.

2. Australia’s Natural Landscape: A Geographic Perspective
Focusing on the natural formations that shape Australia, this book delves into the geology and
topography of the continent. It covers key features such as the Great Dividing Range, the Outback,
and the Great Barrier Reef. Readers will gain an appreciation for how these physical features
influence the environment and human activity.

3. Mapping Australia: Physical Features and Landforms
This guide provides detailed physical maps of Australia with annotations highlighting major landforms
and geographic features. It explains how to read and interpret physical maps effectively. Perfect for
students learning map skills and for travelers wanting a better understanding of Australian
geography.

4. The Geology and Terrain of Australia
An in-depth exploration of the geological processes that have formed Australia’s unique physical
features. The book discusses volcanic activity, erosion, and sedimentation, with maps showing fault
lines and rock formations. It is suitable for advanced readers interested in earth sciences and physical
geography.

5. Australia's Rivers and Water Systems
This book focuses on the major rivers, lakes, and water catchments across Australia. It explains their
importance to ecosystems and human settlements. Detailed physical maps accompany descriptions
that highlight the flow patterns and surrounding landforms.

6. Deserts and Dunes of Australia
Highlighting Australia’s extensive arid regions, this book explores the physical features of deserts
such as the Simpson and Great Victoria Deserts. It includes maps showing dune formations and
discusses the climate and ecology of these harsh environments. The book is richly illustrated with
photographs and diagrams.

7. Coastlines and Marine Features of Australia
This title covers Australia’s extensive coastline and marine physical features, including bays, reefs,
and cliffs. The book explains how coastal processes shape the land and influence biodiversity. It
contains maps that detail coastal topography and marine habitats.

8. Mountains and Highlands of Australia



A focused study on the mountain ranges and highland areas of Australia, including the Snowy
Mountains and the Blue Mountains. It includes physical maps showing elevation and terrain profiles.
The book discusses the formation of these features and their significance to climate and human
activity.

9. Australia’s Physical Features: Maps and Insights
An educational resource combining physical maps with explanatory text to provide a clear
understanding of Australia's geography. It covers a broad range of features from plains and plateaus
to mountains and water bodies. Suitable for educators and students, it offers interactive exercises to
engage readers in map reading skills.
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