
australian physical features map

australian physical features map provides a detailed representation of the natural landscapes and

geographic characteristics that define the continent of Australia. This map highlights key physical

features such as mountain ranges, deserts, rivers, plains, and coastal formations, offering valuable

insights into Australia’s diverse terrain. Understanding the australian physical features map is essential

for studies in geography, environmental science, and regional planning. It showcases how the

continent’s unique geology and climate have shaped its physical environment over millions of years.

This article explores the major physical features visible on the australian physical features map,

explains their significance, and describes how these features influence Australia’s climate, biodiversity,

and human settlement patterns. The following sections will cover Australia’s mountain ranges, deserts,

river systems, and coastal landscapes in detail, providing a comprehensive overview of its physical

geography.

Mountain Ranges of Australia

Deserts and Arid Regions

Major River Systems

Coastal Features and Landscapes

Plains and Plateaus



Mountain Ranges of Australia

The australian physical features map prominently features several mountain ranges that contribute to

the continent’s varied topography. These ranges are primarily found in the eastern and southeastern

parts of Australia and play a critical role in shaping local climates and ecosystems.

The Great Dividing Range

The Great Dividing Range is the most extensive mountain range in Australia, stretching over 2,300

miles from Queensland through New South Wales to Victoria. It forms a natural eastern boundary and

influences weather patterns by intercepting moisture-laden winds from the Pacific Ocean. This range

includes notable peaks such as Mount Kosciuszko, the highest point on the australian physical

features map at 2,228 meters. The Great Dividing Range is crucial for water catchment areas,

supplying rivers and reservoirs across the eastern seaboard.

Other Significant Ranges

Besides the Great Dividing Range, other mountain ranges include the MacDonnell Ranges in the

Northern Territory and the Flinders Ranges in South Australia. These ranges are characterized by

rugged terrain, unique rock formations, and significant Aboriginal cultural sites. Their presence on the

australian physical features map highlights the continent’s geological diversity.

Deserts and Arid Regions

Deserts occupy a significant portion of the australian physical features map, reflecting the continent’s

status as one of the driest inhabited places on Earth. These arid regions are primarily located in the

interior and western parts of Australia.



The Simpson Desert

The Simpson Desert is one of the largest deserts in Australia, known for its red sand dunes and

extreme temperatures. It covers parts of Queensland, South Australia, and the Northern Territory. This

desert’s physical features include extensive dune fields and salt pans, which are prominent on the

australian physical features map.

Other Desert Areas

Additional deserts include the Great Victoria Desert, Gibson Desert, and the Great Sandy Desert.

Together, these areas form a vast arid zone characterized by sparse vegetation and minimal rainfall.

The australian physical features map delineates these deserts clearly, providing insight into the

continent’s climatic zones and ecological challenges.

Major River Systems

Rivers are vital physical features depicted on the australian physical features map, supporting

ecosystems, agriculture, and human settlements. Although Australia’s rivers tend to be shorter and

less voluminous than those on other continents, they are essential for regional water supply and

biodiversity.

The Murray-Darling Basin

The Murray-Darling Basin is the largest and most significant river system in Australia. It spans several

states, encompassing the Murray River, Darling River, and numerous tributaries. This basin supports

extensive agricultural activities and forms an important ecological corridor. The australian physical

features map highlights this basin as a critical water resource for southeastern Australia.



Other Notable Rivers

Other important rivers include the Fitzroy River in Queensland and the Ord River in Western Australia.

These rivers contribute to the continent’s drainage patterns and are marked clearly on the australian

physical features map as vital waterways within their respective regions.

Coastal Features and Landscapes

The australian physical features map also emphasizes the continent’s diverse coastal environments,

ranging from sandy beaches to rugged cliffs and extensive reef systems. Australia’s coastline is

among the longest in the world, heavily influencing its climate and human activities.

The Great Barrier Reef

One of the most remarkable physical features on the australian physical features map is the Great

Barrier Reef, located off the northeastern coast. It is the world’s largest coral reef system, supporting

an extraordinary variety of marine life and attracting significant scientific and tourist interest.

Coastal Landforms

Australia’s coastline features various landforms such as bays, headlands, and estuaries. Notable

examples include the Sydney Harbour and the rugged cliffs of the Great Ocean Road in Victoria.

These features shape coastal ecosystems and influence settlement patterns along the australian

physical features map.

Plains and Plateaus

Large expanses of plains and plateaus are key components of the australian physical features map,

representing flat or gently undulating terrain that occupies much of the continent’s interior.



The Nullarbor Plain

The Nullarbor Plain is a vast, arid limestone plateau stretching across South Australia and Western

Australia. Known for its flatness and sparse vegetation, it stands out on the australian physical features

map as a prominent geological and ecological feature.

Other Plains and Plateaus

Additional plains include the Murray Plains and the Darling Downs, which are important agricultural

regions. Plateaus such as the Barkly Tableland support grazing and wildlife habitats. These landforms

contribute to Australia’s diverse land use and are clearly represented on the australian physical

features map.

Mountain Ranges: Great Dividing Range, MacDonnell Ranges, Flinders Ranges

Deserts: Simpson Desert, Great Victoria Desert, Gibson Desert, Great Sandy Desert

Rivers: Murray-Darling Basin, Fitzroy River, Ord River

Coastal Features: Great Barrier Reef, Sydney Harbour, Great Ocean Road cliffs

Plains and Plateaus: Nullarbor Plain, Murray Plains, Barkly Tableland

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the major physical features shown on an Australian physical

features map?

An Australian physical features map typically shows major landforms such as the Great Dividing

Range, the Outback, the Simpson Desert, the Great Barrier Reef, and major rivers like the Murray and

Darling Rivers.

How does the Great Dividing Range appear on an Australian physical

features map?

On an Australian physical features map, the Great Dividing Range is depicted as a long mountain

range running along the eastern coast, marked by elevated terrain and sometimes shaded to indicate

higher altitude.

Why is the Simpson Desert significant on an Australian physical

features map?

The Simpson Desert is significant because it is one of Australia's largest deserts, characterized by

extensive sand dunes. It is prominently displayed on physical maps as a vast arid region in the central

part of the country.

What role do rivers like the Murray and Darling play on Australian

physical features maps?

The Murray and Darling Rivers are important water features shown on physical maps, representing key

river systems that support agriculture and ecosystems in southeastern Australia.

How is the Great Barrier Reef represented on an Australian physical

features map?

The Great Barrier Reef is usually shown off the northeastern coast of Australia, depicted through



symbols or color shading to indicate the coral reef system in the Coral Sea.

What information can be learned about Australian climate zones from

a physical features map?

While a physical features map primarily shows landforms, it can indirectly indicate climate zones by

highlighting deserts, mountain ranges, and coastal regions, which correspond to arid, temperate, and

tropical climates in Australia.

Additional Resources

1. Exploring Australia's Physical Features: A Comprehensive Map Guide

This book offers an in-depth look at Australia's diverse physical landscape through detailed maps and

illustrations. It covers mountain ranges, deserts, rivers, and coastal features, helping readers

understand the natural formations that define the continent. Ideal for students and geography

enthusiasts, it combines visual aids with clear explanations.

2. The Geography of Australia: Physical Features and Landforms

Focusing on the physical geography of Australia, this book provides detailed descriptions of the

country's major landforms. It includes mountain ranges like the Great Dividing Range, expansive

deserts, and significant bodies of water. The book is supported by maps that highlight these features,

making it a valuable resource for learning about Australia's terrain.

3. Mapping Australia: An Illustrated Guide to Physical Features

This illustrated guide uses maps to showcase Australia's physical features, including plateaus, valleys,

and coastal plains. It explains the geological processes that shaped the continent and offers insights

into the natural environment. Readers can explore how Australia's physical geography influences

climate and biodiversity.

4. Australian Landscapes: Physical Features and Natural Wonders

This book explores the stunning physical geography of Australia, from the arid Outback to lush



rainforests and coral reefs. It provides detailed maps alongside photographs to give a vivid

representation of the country's natural features. The book also discusses the significance of these

features to Australia's ecology and culture.

5. Physical Features of Australia: A Student's Map Workbook

Designed as an interactive workbook, this title helps students learn about Australia's physical features

through map-based exercises. It includes activities focused on identifying mountains, rivers, deserts,

and coastal areas. The workbook encourages hands-on learning and strengthens geographic skills.

6. Australia's Natural Terrain: Maps and Insights into Physical Features

This book combines scientific explanations with detailed maps to describe Australia's varied terrain. It

covers geological formations, such as the ancient rock formations of the Pilbara and the Great Artesian

Basin. Readers gain an understanding of how these physical features have evolved over millions of

years.

7. Understanding Australia Through Physical Feature Maps

Aimed at educators and students, this book explains Australia's physical features using clear, easy-to-

read maps. It highlights key landforms and water bodies, providing context about their formation and

importance. The book serves as a practical teaching aid for geography lessons.

8. Australia's Diverse Geography: Physical Features and Environmental Impact

This title explores how Australia's physical features affect its environment and human activity. It

includes maps showing deserts, mountain ranges, and river systems, alongside discussions on climate

and biodiversity. The book emphasizes the relationship between geography and ecological processes.

9. The Atlas of Australia's Physical Features

A comprehensive atlas focused solely on Australia's physical geography, this book contains high-

quality maps detailing every major landform. It provides descriptions of geological history, climate

influences, and topographical details. Suitable for researchers and geography lovers, it is a definitive

resource on Australia's natural landscape.
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