
basic industries example ap human
geography
basic industries example ap human geography is a fundamental concept in
understanding how certain industries contribute to the economic foundation of a region by
exporting goods and services outside the local area. In AP Human Geography, basic
industries are critical for analyzing economic patterns, urban development, and population
growth as they bring income into a community. This article explores the definition of basic
industries, provides concrete examples relevant to AP Human Geography, and explains
their role in regional economies. Additionally, it discusses the distinction between basic
and non-basic industries and highlights the spatial implications of these economic
activities. By examining specific cases and industry types, this article aims to provide a
comprehensive understanding of basic industries example AP Human Geography for
students and enthusiasts alike.
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Definition of Basic Industries
Basic industries refer to sectors of the economy that produce goods and services primarily
for export outside the local region, thereby bringing income into the community. These
industries create products or provide services that are consumed beyond the immediate
area, making them essential drivers of economic growth. In AP Human Geography,
understanding basic industries is vital because they influence urbanization, population
trends, and economic development patterns. Basic industries often include manufacturing,
mining, agriculture, and other production-oriented activities that serve external markets
rather than just local consumers.

Economic Significance of Basic Industries
Basic industries form the economic backbone of many cities and regions by generating
revenue from outside sources. This inflow of capital supports non-basic industries, which
cater to the local population’s needs. The health of a region’s economy often depends on
the strength and diversity of its basic industries. For example, a city with thriving basic
industries tends to experience job creation, infrastructure development, and population



growth, whereas a decline in these industries can lead to economic downturns.

Examples of Basic Industries in AP Human
Geography
In AP Human Geography, it is crucial to identify specific examples of basic industries to
understand their role in economic geography. Basic industries vary depending on
geographic location, resource availability, and historical development. Common examples
include industries such as steel manufacturing, automobile production, agriculture
exports, mining, and technology firms that sell products globally.

Manufacturing Industries
Manufacturing is a prominent example of a basic industry, particularly when products are
exported. For instance, cities like Detroit historically relied on automobile manufacturing
as a basic industry, exporting vehicles nationwide and internationally. Steel production
centers such as Pittsburgh also illustrate how manufacturing can serve as a basic industry
by supplying steel to markets beyond the local area.

Agriculture and Mining
Agricultural products that are exported beyond the local region also fall under basic
industries. Areas that specialize in growing crops like wheat, corn, or cotton often depend
on these industries for economic stability. Similarly, mining operations that extract
minerals such as coal, iron ore, or precious metals and ship them outside the locality are
considered basic industries.

Technology and Service Exports
In modern economies, technology companies that develop software or electronics for
global markets represent basic industries. Additionally, certain service sectors like
financial services or tourism that attract external customers contribute as basic industries
when they bring income from outside the region.

Role of Basic Industries in Regional Economies
Basic industries play a pivotal role in shaping the economic landscape of regions by
driving growth and development. They serve as the primary source of external income,
which in turn supports local services and infrastructure. Understanding the role of basic
industries helps explain why some cities grow rapidly while others stagnate or decline.



Multiplier Effect in Local Economies
The economic impact of basic industries extends beyond their direct output through the
multiplier effect. When a basic industry expands, it creates demand for local services such
as housing, retail, education, and healthcare. This stimulates job creation in non-basic
industries and enhances overall economic vitality.

Urban Growth and Population Patterns
Regions with robust basic industries often experience population growth as workers
migrate to these areas for employment opportunities. This influx affects urban
development, housing markets, and social services. Conversely, the decline of basic
industries can lead to outmigration and economic challenges, as seen in many Rust Belt
cities in the United States.

Difference Between Basic and Non-Basic
Industries
Distinguishing between basic and non-basic industries is central to AP Human
Geography's study of economic sectors. While basic industries export goods and services
outside the local area, non-basic industries primarily serve the local population and
recirculate money within the community.

Basic Industries Characteristics

Export goods or services outside the local region

Bring new income into the community

Drive economic growth and development

Examples include manufacturing, mining, agriculture exports

Non-Basic Industries Characteristics

Serve local consumers and businesses

Recirculate existing income within the community

Depend on the presence of basic industries for demand

Examples include retail stores, local healthcare, education



Spatial Distribution and Impact of Basic
Industries
The location of basic industries is influenced by factors such as access to natural
resources, transportation networks, labor availability, and market proximity. Their spatial
distribution has significant implications for regional development and urban geography.

Factors Influencing Location
Basic industries often locate near raw materials to reduce transportation costs, as seen in
mining towns or agricultural regions. Proximity to ports, highways, and railroads also
affects location decisions to facilitate exports. Labor availability and cost are critical in
manufacturing industries, influencing their spatial patterns.

Impact on Urban and Regional Geography
The presence of basic industries can lead to the growth of industrial hubs and
metropolitan areas. These industries influence land use patterns, infrastructure
development, and environmental conditions. They can also contribute to regional
disparities, as areas rich in basic industries tend to prosper compared to those lacking
such economic bases.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are basic industries in AP Human Geography?
Basic industries are industries that export primarily to consumers outside the settlement,
bringing income into the local economy. They are crucial for the economic growth of a
region.

Can you give an example of a basic industry in AP
Human Geography?
An example of a basic industry is automobile manufacturing, which produces goods for
export outside the local area, thus bringing income into the community.

How do basic industries differ from non-basic industries
in AP Human Geography?
Basic industries produce goods and services for export outside the local area, bringing in
income, whereas non-basic industries serve the local community and circulate money



within the local economy.

Why are basic industries important for urban growth in
AP Human Geography?
Basic industries attract workers and investment to a city, leading to population growth
and the development of non-basic industries, which further support the local economy.

What role do natural resources play in the location of
basic industries?
Natural resources often determine the location of basic industries because proximity to
raw materials reduces transportation costs and increases efficiency in production.

How does the presence of basic industries affect local
employment?
Basic industries create jobs both directly in the industry itself and indirectly by stimulating
growth in non-basic industries that provide goods and services to local residents.

What is a common characteristic of cities with a strong
basic industry sector?
Cities with strong basic industries often have diversified economies, higher income levels,
and greater economic stability due to the influx of external revenue.

Additional Resources
1. Industrial Geography: Location, Employment, and Impact
This book explores the fundamental concepts of industrial geography, focusing on how
industries are distributed across different regions. It covers the factors influencing
industrial location, including natural resources, transportation, and labor availability. The
text also discusses the socio-economic impacts of industries on local and global scales,
making it an essential read for understanding basic industries in human geography.

2. Introduction to Economic Geography: Industries and Resources
An introductory guide to economic geography, this book provides a clear overview of
various industries, including agriculture, manufacturing, and mining. It examines how
natural resources and human activities shape economic landscapes. The book also
highlights the role of globalization and technological advances in transforming traditional
industries.

3. Resources and Industry: Patterns of Production and Distribution
Focusing on the relationship between natural resources and industrial development, this
book explains the patterns of production and distribution in basic industries. It covers raw
material extraction, processing, and the significance of supply chains. Readers will gain
insight into how industries adapt to resource availability and market demands.



4. Manufacturing and Industrial Processes in Human Geography
This text delves into the various manufacturing processes and their geographic
implications. It discusses how industries utilize technology, labor, and capital to produce
goods. The book also addresses environmental concerns and the shift towards sustainable
industrial practices.

5. Global Industries and Economic Development
Examining the role of industries in economic development, this book highlights key sectors
such as textiles, steel, and energy production. It analyzes how industrial growth
contributes to urbanization, employment, and regional development. The book provides
case studies from different parts of the world to illustrate diverse industrial strategies.

6. Basic Industries and Urbanization
This book investigates the link between basic industries and urban growth, explaining how
industries attract populations and shape city landscapes. It discusses the rise of industrial
towns and the challenges they face, including pollution and infrastructure demands. The
text also explores policies aimed at balancing industrial growth with quality of life.

7. Energy Industries and Their Geographic Impact
Focusing on energy production industries such as oil, gas, and renewable energy, this
book outlines their geographic distribution and economic significance. It examines the
environmental and political issues associated with energy extraction and consumption.
The book also considers future trends in energy industries and their global implications.

8. Agriculture and Basic Industry: Interconnected Systems
This book explores the interdependence between agriculture and basic industries like food
processing and textiles. It highlights how agricultural outputs feed into industrial
production and affect rural and urban economies. Readers will learn about the
technological advancements and trade patterns shaping these interconnected sectors.

9. Transportation and Industrial Location
Transportation is crucial for industrial development, and this book details how transport
networks influence industrial location decisions. It covers various transportation modes
and their roles in the movement of raw materials and finished goods. The book also
discusses infrastructure planning and its impact on industrial efficiency and regional
growth.
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