
chapter 26 ap world history
chapter 26 ap world history focuses on a crucial period of global
transformation characterized by imperial expansion, industrialization, and
cultural shifts. This chapter explores the late 19th and early 20th centuries
when powerful nations extended their control through colonization and
economic dominance across Asia, Africa, and the Pacific. It also examines the
social, political, and economic impacts of imperialism, including resistance
movements and the evolving ideologies that justified or challenged colonial
rule. Students of AP World History will find detailed discussions on the
driving forces behind imperialism, the responses from colonized regions, and
the global consequences leading up to World War I. By analyzing key events,
figures, and concepts, this chapter provides a comprehensive understanding of
how imperialism shaped modern world history. The following sections will
delve into the major themes and developments outlined in chapter 26 of the AP
World History curriculum.

The Age of New Imperialism

Motivations and Methods of Imperial Expansion

Major Imperial Powers and Their Colonies

Responses to Imperialism

Economic and Social Impacts of Imperialism

Legacy of Imperialism in the Early 20th Century

The Age of New Imperialism
The Age of New Imperialism marks a period from roughly 1870 to 1914 when
European powers, alongside the United States and Japan, aggressively expanded
their empires. This era is distinguished by unprecedented territorial
acquisitions, particularly in Africa and Asia. Unlike earlier colonization
efforts, new imperialism was driven by industrial economies seeking raw
materials and new markets. Technological advancements such as steamships,
telegraphs, and modern weapons facilitated imperial conquest and control. The
scramble for colonies intensified international rivalries as nations competed
for dominance. This period set the stage for global conflicts and significant
cultural exchanges that defined the modern world.



Characteristics of New Imperialism
New Imperialism differed from earlier phases in that it was motivated by
industrial capitalism, nationalism, and a belief in racial and cultural
superiority. The emphasis shifted to direct political control rather than
mere trade dominance or settler colonies. Key characteristics included:

Rapid territorial expansion, especially in Africa

Use of advanced military technology and infrastructure

Justification through ideologies like Social Darwinism and the
civilizing mission

Establishment of formal colonial administrations

Increased competition among imperial powers

Motivations and Methods of Imperial Expansion
Understanding the driving forces behind imperialism is essential to grasping
the global transformations discussed in chapter 26 ap world history.
Economic, political, ideological, and technological factors combined to fuel
the drive for empire-building during this era.

Economic Motivations
Industrial economies demanded new sources of raw materials such as rubber,
oil, and minerals to sustain mass production. Colonies also provided captive
markets for manufactured goods, helping to alleviate domestic economic
pressures. Investment opportunities abroad attracted capital, and imperial
powers sought to secure trade routes and commercial dominance.

Political and Strategic Considerations
Nationalism fostered a desire for prestige and power, with imperial holdings
seen as symbols of national greatness. Strategic locations such as naval
bases and coaling stations were crucial for maintaining global influence.
Rivalries between European powers encouraged territorial acquisitions to
prevent opponents from gaining advantages.

Ideological Justifications
Imperialism was often rationalized through ideologies asserting racial



superiority and the duty to civilize “backward” peoples. Social Darwinism
applied Darwin’s theories of natural selection to human societies, promoting
the idea that strong nations had the right to dominate weaker ones.
Missionary activity and cultural assimilation were promoted as part of this
civilizing mission.

Methods of Imperial Control
Imperial powers employed various strategies to establish and maintain control
over colonies, ranging from direct rule to indirect influence. These methods
included:

Establishing colonial administrations staffed by officials from the
imperial country

Using local rulers as intermediaries under indirect rule systems

Military conquest and suppression of resistance

Economic exploitation through monopolies and resource extraction

Imposition of foreign legal and educational systems

Major Imperial Powers and Their Colonies
Chapter 26 ap world history highlights the prominent imperial powers and
their colonial empires during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. These
nations expanded their influence across continents, reshaping political
boundaries and global relations.

British Empire
The British Empire was the largest and most dominant imperial power. It
controlled vast territories including India, large parts of Africa such as
Egypt and South Africa, and numerous islands in the Caribbean and Pacific.
Britain's naval supremacy and economic strength facilitated its ability to
maintain and expand its empire.

French Empire
France focused on expanding its influence in West and North Africa as well as
Southeast Asia, notably Indochina. French imperialism combined economic
exploitation with efforts to spread French culture and language through
assimilation policies.



Belgian and German Colonies
Belgium controlled the Congo Free State, notorious for its brutal
exploitation and humanitarian abuses. Germany, a relatively late entrant to
imperialism, acquired territories in Africa such as German East Africa and
German Southwest Africa and Pacific islands, though its empire was smaller
and less established.

Other Imperial Powers
The United States expanded its influence through the acquisition of
territories like the Philippines, Guam, and Puerto Rico following the
Spanish-American War. Japan emerged as a new imperial power, establishing
control over Korea and parts of China after its victory in the Russo-Japanese
War.

Responses to Imperialism
Imperial expansion provoked various responses from colonized peoples, ranging
from accommodation to active resistance. Chapter 26 ap world history examines
these reactions within the broader context of global imperialism.

Resistance Movements
Colonized societies employed different strategies to oppose imperial rule,
including armed revolts, political movements, and cultural revival. Notable
examples include:

The Zulu resistance under Shaka and later leaders in southern Africa

The Mahdist Revolt in Sudan against Anglo-Egyptian rule

The Indian Rebellion of 1857, which influenced later nationalist
movements

The Boxer Rebellion in China aimed at expelling foreign influence

Collaboration and Accommodation
Some local elites collaborated with imperial authorities to maintain power or
gain advantages. Indirect rule often relied on traditional rulers to
administer colonies under imperial oversight. Additionally, some societies
adapted by adopting Western education, technology, and political ideas.



Rise of Nationalism
The experience of imperialism contributed to the emergence of nationalist
movements seeking independence or greater autonomy. Intellectuals and leaders
began articulating visions of self-determination, often inspired by Western
political ideals. These early nationalist movements laid the groundwork for
decolonization in the 20th century.

Economic and Social Impacts of Imperialism
The global imperial system reshaped economies and societies on multiple
levels. Chapter 26 ap world history details the profound economic
transformations and social consequences of colonial rule.

Economic Exploitation and Development
Colonies became essential sources of raw materials and agricultural products
for imperial industries. Infrastructure such as railroads, ports, and
telegraph lines was developed primarily to facilitate resource extraction.
However, economic benefits were unevenly distributed, with profits flowing to
imperial centers and local economies often subordinated.

Social and Cultural Changes
Imperialism introduced new social hierarchies, often privileging European
settlers or collaborators. Traditional social structures were disrupted by
colonial policies and the introduction of Western education and religion.
Cultural exchanges occurred, but also led to the erosion of indigenous
languages and customs.

Demographic Effects
Colonialism influenced population movements, including forced labor
migration, settlement of colonists, and urbanization. These demographic
changes contributed to social tensions and reshaped the cultural landscape of
many regions.

Legacy of Imperialism in the Early 20th Century
The consequences of imperialism extended beyond the colonial period, shaping
global politics and conflicts in the early 20th century. Chapter 26 ap world
history explores these enduring legacies.



Geopolitical Tensions and Rivalries
Competition among imperial powers contributed to the tensions leading to
World War I. Colonial disputes and alliances influenced global diplomacy and
military strategies. The division of territories often ignored ethnic and
cultural boundaries, sowing seeds of future conflicts.

Seeds of Decolonization
The experience of imperial rule and exposure to new political ideas inspired
early nationalist movements. The contradictions between imperial rhetoric of
civilization and the realities of oppression fostered demands for self-rule.
These movements would gain momentum throughout the 20th century.

Cultural and Intellectual Impact
Imperialism influenced art, literature, and intellectual thought, prompting
critiques of colonialism and reflections on identity. It also facilitated the
spread of global interconnectedness, laying foundations for modern
globalization.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Chapter 26 in AP World
History?
Chapter 26 primarily focuses on the developments and transformations in the
world during the period from 1900 to the present, including global conflicts,
decolonization, and the Cold War.

How did World War I impact global power structures
as discussed in Chapter 26?
World War I led to the decline of European dominance, the collapse of empires
like Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman, and set the stage for major political
changes including the rise of the United States and the Soviet Union as
superpowers.

What role did the Cold War play in shaping
international relations according to Chapter 26?
The Cold War created a bipolar world dominated by the US and USSR, leading to
proxy wars, arms races, and ideological conflicts that influenced global
politics and alliances throughout the mid to late 20th century.



How did decolonization movements unfold in the 20th
century as outlined in Chapter 26?
Decolonization involved nationalist movements in Asia, Africa, and the Middle
East gaining independence from European colonial powers, often through both
peaceful negotiations and violent struggles.

What economic changes are highlighted in Chapter 26
for the post-World War II era?
Post-World War II economic changes include the rise of consumer economies,
the growth of multinational corporations, globalization, and the
establishment of international economic institutions like the IMF and World
Bank.

How did technological advancements impact society in
the 20th century according to Chapter 26?
Technological advancements such as nuclear energy, computers,
telecommunications, and medical innovations transformed daily life, warfare,
and economic productivity worldwide.

What cultural shifts are discussed in Chapter 26
during the 20th century?
Chapter 26 discusses cultural shifts including movements for civil rights,
feminism, changes in art and literature, and the increasing influence of mass
media and popular culture.

How did globalization evolve during the 20th century
as per Chapter 26?
Globalization intensified with increased international trade, migration,
cultural exchange, and the spread of technology, leading to greater
interconnectedness but also new challenges like economic inequality.

What environmental issues are introduced in Chapter
26 related to modern industrial society?
Modern industrial society brought environmental challenges such as pollution,
deforestation, climate change, and the depletion of natural resources,
prompting early environmental movements.

How did ideological conflicts shape societies in the



20th century according to Chapter 26?
Ideological conflicts between capitalism, communism, and other political
systems influenced governance, social policies, and international relations,
leading to tensions like the Cold War and internal struggles within nations.

Additional Resources
1. Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies
Jared Diamond explores the factors that allowed some civilizations to
dominate others through geography, technology, and biology. The book offers
insights into the development of complex societies and the impact of
agriculture, weaponry, and disease. It provides a broad context for
understanding global interactions, including those covered in AP World
History Chapter 26.

2. The Silk Roads: A New History of the World
Peter Frankopan's work re-centers world history around the Silk Roads, the
ancient trade routes connecting East and West. The book highlights how these
networks facilitated the exchange of goods, ideas, and cultures over
centuries. It is essential for understanding the economic and cultural
interactions discussed in Chapter 26.

3. The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492
Edited by Alfred W. Crosby, this collection examines the profound effects of
the exchange between the Old and New Worlds following Columbus's voyages. It
covers the transfer of plants, animals, and diseases that reshaped societies
globally. The book complements the themes of exploration and global
integration in Chapter 26.

4. Empires of the Atlantic World: Britain and Spain in America 1492-1830
J.H. Elliott compares the colonial strategies and impacts of the British and
Spanish empires in the Americas. The book analyzes political, social, and
economic structures and their legacies. It is useful for understanding
colonial dynamics and imperial competition relevant to Chapter 26.

5. Worlds Together, Worlds Apart: A History of the World from the Beginnings
to the Present
By Robert Tignor and others, this comprehensive textbook provides a global
perspective on world history. It includes detailed coverage of early modern
global interactions, trade, and empire-building. Chapter 26 themes are well
contextualized within this broad narrative.

6. The Age of Exploration: From Columbus to Magellan
Barbara A. Somervill offers an accessible overview of the key voyages and
discoveries that shaped the early modern world. The book highlights
navigational advances and their consequences for global connections. It
supports understanding of the exploration period discussed in Chapter 26.

7. Trade and Civilisation in the Indian Ocean: An Economic History from the



Rise of Islam to 1750
K.N. Chaudhuri details the economic history of the Indian Ocean region,
emphasizing trade networks and cultural exchanges. The book examines the
roles of merchants, ports, and empires in fostering interconnectedness. This
work enriches the study of maritime trade systems covered in Chapter 26.

8. The Atlantic World: Europeans, Africans, Indians and Their Shared History,
1400-1900
By Thomas Benjamin, this book explores the complex interactions among peoples
across the Atlantic basin. It discusses colonization, slavery, and cultural
exchanges in shaping the modern world. The themes align closely with the
transatlantic developments in Chapter 26.

9. Silver, Trade, and Empire: Spain and the Global Economy in the Early
Modern Period
John H. Elliott investigates the crucial role of silver in shaping global
trade and imperial ambitions. The book explains how silver from the Americas
fueled economic networks linking Asia, Europe, and the Americas. It provides
a focused look at economic factors central to the period studied in Chapter
26.
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