
christianity ap world history
christianity ap world history is a significant topic that explores the origins,
development, and influence of one of the world's major religions within the broader
context of global history. Understanding Christianity through the lens of AP World History
involves examining its foundation in the Roman Empire, its spread across continents, and
its lasting impact on culture, politics, and society. This article delves into the emergence
of Christianity, its doctrinal evolution, the role it played in shaping medieval and modern
civilizations, and its interactions with other religious and cultural movements. The analysis
also touches on key events such as the Great Schism, the Crusades, and the Reformation,
which highlight Christianity's dynamic role in world history. By exploring these themes,
the discussion integrates essential AP World History concepts and themes, providing a
comprehensive overview that aligns with academic standards and exam expectations.

The Origins and Early Spread of Christianity

Christianity in the Roman Empire

The Role of Christianity in Medieval Europe

Christianity and Global Expansion

Major Schisms and Reformations

Christianity’s Influence on Culture and Society

The Origins and Early Spread of Christianity
The origins of Christianity trace back to the 1st century CE in the Roman province of
Judea, where it emerged as a sect within Judaism. Centered on the life and teachings of
Jesus of Nazareth, Christianity quickly distinguished itself through beliefs in Jesus as the
Messiah and the Son of God. Early followers, known as Christians, spread these teachings
throughout the Mediterranean world. The religion's message of salvation, eternal life, and
ethical living attracted diverse populations, including Jews and Gentiles.

Historical Context and Foundational Beliefs
Christianity arose during a period of social, political, and religious ferment within the
Roman Empire. Jewish messianic expectations, Roman imperial control, and Hellenistic
philosophical influences shaped the early Christian message. Key beliefs include the
resurrection of Jesus, the Trinity, and the promise of salvation through faith and grace.
The writings of apostles such as Paul helped codify Christian doctrine and facilitated the
religion’s appeal across various ethnic and social groups.



Methods of Early Spread
Early Christians utilized missionary journeys, epistles, and communal worship to expand
their faith. The establishment of house churches and the use of common languages like
Greek enabled effective communication. Despite initial persecution, the faith spread
rapidly, especially in urban centers, laying the groundwork for Christianity’s growth into a
major world religion.

Christianity in the Roman Empire
Christianity’s relationship with the Roman Empire was complex and transformative.
Initially viewed as a sect of Judaism and often persecuted, Christianity eventually gained
imperial favor, profoundly altering the religious landscape of the empire and beyond. This
period is critical in AP World History for understanding how a marginalized religion
became a dominant cultural and political force.

Persecution and Martyrdom
During the first three centuries CE, Christians faced sporadic persecution from Roman
authorities who saw them as a threat to traditional Roman religious practices and social
order. Notable emperors like Nero and Diocletian led efforts to suppress Christianity.
Martyrdom stories became powerful symbols of faith and resilience, strengthening
Christian communities.

The Edict of Milan and Christianization
In 313 CE, Emperor Constantine issued the Edict of Milan, granting religious tolerance to
Christians and ending official persecution. Constantine’s conversion and subsequent
patronage led to the construction of churches and the integration of Christianity with
imperial power. By the end of the 4th century, under Emperor Theodosius I, Christianity
became the state religion, which marked a pivotal shift in both religious and political
history.

The Role of Christianity in Medieval Europe
During the medieval period, Christianity was deeply intertwined with European politics,
culture, and society. The Church became a unifying institution that influenced governance,
education, and daily life. This era highlights the fusion of religious and secular authority
characteristic of medieval Christendom.

The Papacy and Church Hierarchy
The development of a hierarchical Church structure with the pope as its head established
a centralized religious authority. The papacy wielded significant influence over kings and



emperors, often mediating conflicts and asserting moral authority. Monasticism
flourished, preserving knowledge and promoting missionary activity throughout Europe.

Christianity and Feudal Society
The Church legitimized the feudal system by endorsing the divine right of kings and the
social order. Religious festivals, sacraments, and rites structured communal life. The
spread of Christianity also facilitated the cultural integration of diverse European peoples,
reinforcing a common identity grounded in faith.

Christianity and Global Expansion
Christianity’s expansion beyond Europe was a defining feature of the early modern period,
driven largely by exploration, colonization, and missionary efforts. This global spread
shaped cross-cultural interactions and had lasting impacts on indigenous societies
worldwide.

Missionary Activities and Conversion
Missionaries, including Jesuits, Franciscans, and Dominicans, played a crucial role in
spreading Christianity to the Americas, Africa, and Asia. Conversion efforts often
accompanied European colonial ambitions, leading to the establishment of churches,
schools, and hospitals, while also sometimes provoking resistance and cultural syncretism.

Christianity and Colonialism
The alignment of Christian missions with colonial enterprises facilitated the spread of
European languages and customs. Christianity often served as a tool for cultural
assimilation and control, influencing social structures and legal systems in colonized
regions. This dynamic is critical for understanding global history in the context of religion
and imperialism.

Major Schisms and Reformations
The history of Christianity is marked by significant internal divisions that reshaped its
theological and organizational landscape. These schisms and reforms are essential topics
within AP World History, illustrating the religion’s evolving nature and its role in broader
historical processes.

The Great Schism of 1054
The split between the Roman Catholic Church in the West and the Eastern Orthodox
Church in the East resulted from theological, political, and cultural differences. This



division created enduring religious distinctions and influenced the development of
European and Byzantine societies.

The Protestant Reformation
In the 16th century, figures like Martin Luther and John Calvin challenged Catholic
doctrines and practices, leading to the emergence of Protestant denominations. The
Reformation triggered religious wars, political realignments, and the Catholic Counter-
Reformation, profoundly affecting European history and the global Christian community.

Christianity’s Influence on Culture and Society
Christianity has deeply influenced art, literature, law, and ethics throughout world history.
Its doctrines and institutions have shaped moral frameworks, social norms, and cultural
achievements across continents and centuries.

Art and Architecture
Christian themes inspired masterpieces in painting, sculpture, and architecture, including
Gothic cathedrals, Renaissance art, and Baroque churches. These works reflect theological
ideas and served devotional purposes, reinforcing the faith’s presence in public and
private life.

Legal and Ethical Contributions
Christianity contributed to the development of Western legal traditions, emphasizing
concepts such as human dignity, charity, and justice. Its moral teachings influenced
debates on human rights, social welfare, and governance, leaving a lasting legacy in
modern societies.

Christianity in Contemporary AP World History Studies
Today, the study of Christianity in AP World History encompasses its historical
development and its ongoing role in global affairs. Understanding Christianity’s past aids
in analyzing current religious dynamics, cultural identities, and international relations,
making it a vital component of global historical literacy.

Origins and Early Spread of Christianity

Christianity in the Roman Empire

Role of Christianity in Medieval Europe



Christianity and Global Expansion

Major Schisms and Reformations

Christianity’s Influence on Culture and Society

Frequently Asked Questions

What role did Christianity play in the Roman Empire
during the AP World History era?
Christianity initially faced persecution in the Roman Empire but eventually became the
state religion under Emperor Constantine in the 4th century CE, significantly influencing
Roman culture, laws, and society.

How did Christianity spread during the early centuries
CE?
Christianity spread through missionary work, trade routes, and the conversion of key
figures such as Emperor Constantine, aided by the use of Latin and Greek languages and
the establishment of churches across the Roman Empire and beyond.

What impact did the Great Schism of 1054 have on
Christianity?
The Great Schism divided Christianity into Western Roman Catholicism and Eastern
Orthodoxy, leading to distinct religious practices, theological differences, and political
tensions that influenced European and Middle Eastern history.

How did Christianity influence medieval European
society?
Christianity shaped medieval European society by influencing laws, education, art, and
politics; the Church was a central institution that wielded significant power and unified
diverse peoples under shared religious beliefs.

What was the significance of the Crusades in AP World
History?
The Crusades were military campaigns initiated by European Christians to reclaim the
Holy Land from Muslim control, leading to cultural exchanges, increased trade, and
lasting religious conflicts between Christians and Muslims.



How did Christianity interact with other religions
during the post-classical period?
Christianity interacted with Islam and Judaism through both conflict and coexistence,
influencing intellectual exchanges, trade, and cultural developments, especially in regions
like Spain, the Byzantine Empire, and the Crusader States.

In what ways did the Protestant Reformation affect
Christianity globally?
The Protestant Reformation fragmented Western Christianity, leading to the creation of
various Protestant denominations, challenging the authority of the Catholic Church, and
prompting religious wars and reforms that shaped modern Christian practices worldwide.

Additional Resources
1. "Christianity and the Making of the Modern World"
This book explores how Christianity has influenced the development of modern societies
from the medieval period to the present. It examines the role of Christian thought,
institutions, and movements in shaping political, social, and cultural changes globally. The
text situates Christianity within the broader context of world history, highlighting its
impact on world civilizations.

2. "The Spread of Christianity in the Ancient World"
Focusing on the early centuries of Christianity, this book traces the religion’s expansion
from its origins in the Roman Empire to various parts of Europe, Africa, and Asia. It
discusses the methods of missionary work, the role of persecution, and the adaptation of
Christian beliefs to different cultures. The book provides a comprehensive overview of
Christianity’s integration into the broader ancient world.

3. "Christianity and Empires: From Rome to Byzantium"
This volume examines how Christianity developed in the context of the Roman Empire and
later the Byzantine Empire. It highlights the relationship between church and state, the
establishment of Christian orthodoxy, and the political use of religion. Readers gain
insight into how Christianity became a dominant force in shaping imperial policies and
cultures.

4. "Missionaries and the Cross: Christianity in AP World History"
An essential resource for AP World History students, this book discusses the role of
Christian missionaries in spreading the faith across different continents, including Africa,
Asia, and the Americas. It addresses the cultural exchanges, conflicts, and transformations
that occurred as Christianity encountered diverse societies. The text links missionary
activities to broader themes of globalization and cultural diffusion.

5. "Medieval Christianity in a Global Perspective"
This book explores Christianity during the medieval period, focusing on its influence
beyond Europe, including in the Middle East, Africa, and parts of Asia. It covers the
Crusades, monastic movements, and the church’s role in education and politics. The



narrative situates medieval Christianity within the larger patterns of global interaction
and exchange.

6. "Christianity and Colonialism: A Complex Legacy"
Examining the intersection of Christianity and European colonialism, this book analyzes
how Christian missions were intertwined with imperial ambitions. It discusses the impact
of conversion efforts on indigenous populations and the cultural transformations that
followed. The book provides a critical view of Christianity’s role in the colonial era and its
lasting effects on world history.

7. "Reformation and Religious Change in World History"
This text delves into the Protestant Reformation and its global repercussions, including the
Catholic Counter-Reformation. It explores how religious change influenced political,
economic, and social developments across Europe and beyond. The book also considers
the role of Christianity in shaping modern notions of identity and governance.

8. "Christianity in the Age of Global Trade and Empire"
Focusing on the early modern period, this book examines how Christianity spread
alongside expanding global trade networks and empires. It discusses the role of
missionaries, colonial administrators, and indigenous Christians in shaping cultural and
religious landscapes. The text links Christian expansion to broader processes of
globalization and imperialism.

9. "Contemporary Christianity and Global Challenges"
This book addresses Christianity’s role in the contemporary world, including issues such
as globalization, interfaith dialogue, and social justice. It explores how Christian
communities respond to modern challenges such as secularism, political conflict, and
cultural diversity. The text offers a forward-looking perspective on Christianity’s place in
global history and future trends.
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