
come from away follow along questions

come from away follow along questions are an essential tool for educators, theater enthusiasts, and
students to deepen their understanding of the acclaimed musical "Come From Away." This musical tells the
remarkable true story of 7,000 airline passengers stranded in the small town of Gander, Newfoundland, after
the events of 9/11. Engaging with follow along questions helps audiences and readers explore the characters,
themes, and historical context of the production in a meaningful way. These questions can be used in
classrooms, study groups, or individual reflection to encourage critical thinking and improve comprehension.
This article provides a comprehensive guide to effective come from away follow along questions, including
examples, thematic focus areas, and strategies for their use. It also highlights the benefits of employing these
questions to enhance learning and appreciation of the musical’s narrative and cultural significance.
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Understanding the Purpose of Come From Away Follow Along
Questions

Come from away follow along questions serve several important purposes in engaging with the musical.
Primarily, they guide the audience’s attention to significant plot points, character development, and thematic
elements. These questions encourage active listening and observation, fostering a deeper connection with the
story. They also prompt critical thinking and reflection on the historical context of the events depicted.
Additionally, follow along questions help clarify complex aspects of the narrative, facilitating better
retention and understanding. By structuring inquiry around the musical, these questions create a framework
for meaningful discussion and analysis.

Encouraging Active Engagement

Follow along questions are designed to keep the audience mentally involved throughout the performance or
reading. Instead of passively consuming content, individuals are prompted to think about motivations, emotions,
and consequences. This active engagement enhances appreciation for the storytelling and the real-life
experiences behind it.

Highlighting Key Themes

The musical "Come From Away" explores themes such as community, kindness, resilience, and cultural diversity.
Follow along questions often draw focus to these themes, encouraging audiences to consider how they
manifest in character interactions and plot developments. This thematic focus deepens comprehension and
empathy.



Types of Follow Along Questions

Effective come from away follow along questions can be categorized into different types, each serving a
specific purpose. These include factual, analytical, reflective, and thematic questions. Understanding these
types helps educators and facilitators design questions that address various learning objectives and audience
needs.

Factual Questions

Factual questions focus on recalling specific information from the musical. They help ensure that the audience
is following the storyline accurately and grasping essential details.

What event caused the planes to be rerouted to Gander?

How many passengers were stranded in Gander?

Who is the mayor of Gander in the musical?

Analytical Questions

Analytical questions encourage deeper examination of characters’ motivations, plot development, and cause-
effect relationships within the musical.

How do the residents of Gander respond to the sudden influx of visitors?

What challenges do the stranded passengers face, and how do they overcome them?

In what ways does the musical portray the impact of 9/11 beyond the immediate tragedy?

Reflective Questions

Reflective questions invite personal connections and emotional responses, allowing audiences to relate the
story’s themes to their own experiences or societal issues.

How would you feel if you were unexpectedly welcomed by strangers in a time of crisis?

What lessons about kindness and community does the musical impart?

How can the story of Gander inspire positive actions in today’s world?

Thematic Questions

Thematic questions focus on broader ideas and motifs that run throughout "Come From Away," facilitating
discussion about cultural, social, and historical implications.



What does the musical suggest about the power of human connection in times of adversity?

How is cultural diversity portrayed and celebrated in the story?

In what ways does the musical challenge stereotypes or preconceived notions?

Example Questions for Key Scenes and Characters

To effectively guide audiences through the musical, specific follow along questions can be aligned with
important scenes and characters. This targeted approach enhances understanding of individual storylines and
the overall narrative arc.

Questions Related to the Opening Scene

The opening scene sets the stage for the story, introducing the town of Gander and the sudden arrival of
stranded passengers.

What is the initial reaction of the town’s residents to the news of diverted flights?

How does the setting contribute to the mood at the beginning of the musical?

What expectations do you have about how the town will respond to the crisis?

Questions About Key Characters

Characters such as Beverly Bass, the first female captain for American Airlines, and the mayor of Gander,
provide focal points for understanding the story’s human element.

What qualities make Beverly Bass a significant figure in the musical?

How does the mayor embody the spirit of Gander’s community?

In what ways do the passengers’ stories reflect broader themes of resilience and hope?

Questions on Pivotal Moments

Scenes depicting acts of kindness and moments of tension are crucial to the narrative’s impact.

Describe a moment in the musical where the community’s kindness is most evident.

How do the characters cope with fear and uncertainty during the crisis?

What role does music play in conveying the emotional tone of these scenes?



Incorporating Follow Along Questions in Educational Settings

Using come from away follow along questions in classrooms or study groups can greatly enhance learning
outcomes. These questions foster discussion, improve comprehension, and encourage critical thinking about
history and social values.

Strategies for Effective Implementation

Educators can employ various methods to integrate follow along questions, such as pre-viewing activities,
pause-and-discuss moments, and post-performance reflections. These strategies help maintain engagement and
ensure that students process the material thoughtfully.

Distribute questions before viewing or reading to set learning objectives.

Pause at key scenes to discuss questions and encourage participation.

Assign reflective writing prompts based on thematic questions.

Use group discussions to explore diverse perspectives.

Adapting Questions for Different Age Groups

The complexity of follow along questions can be adjusted to suit various educational levels. Younger
students may focus on factual and straightforward reflective questions, while older students can engage
with more analytical and thematic inquiries.

Benefits of Using Come From Away Follow Along Questions

Incorporating follow along questions when engaging with "Come From Away" offers multiple educational and
experiential benefits. They support knowledge retention, promote empathy, and enhance cultural awareness.
Furthermore, these questions encourage audiences to think critically about historical events and their
contemporary relevance.

Enhancing Comprehension and Retention

Asking purposeful questions helps reinforce key details and ideas from the musical. This active processing aids
memory retention and ensures a thorough understanding of the narrative and its context.

Fostering Empathy and Social Awareness

The story of "Come From Away" highlights human kindness and cooperation during crisis. Follow along
questions stimulate reflection on these values, encouraging empathy and a greater appreciation for diversity
and community support.



Encouraging Critical Thinking

Engaging with analytical and thematic questions challenges audiences to explore underlying messages and
consider the broader implications of the story. This critical engagement fosters deeper intellectual involvement
and personal growth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the musical 'Come From Away' about?

'Come From Away' is a musical that tells the true story of 7,000 airline passengers stranded in the small
town of Gander, Newfoundland, after the September 11, 2001 attacks, and how the townspeople welcomed
and cared for them.

Why are follow along questions important when watching 'Come From
Away'?

Follow along questions help viewers engage with the story, understand the characters and themes, and reflect
on the messages of kindness and community presented in the musical.

Can 'Come From Away' follow along questions be used in educational
settings?

Yes, educators often use follow along questions to facilitate discussions about empathy, cultural
diversity, and historical events related to 9/11 through the lens of the musical.

What types of questions are typically included in 'Come From Away'
follow along questions?

Questions often focus on character motivations, plot developments, themes of hospitality and resilience, and
the emotional impact of the story.

How can follow along questions enhance the experience of watching 'Come
From Away'?

They encourage active listening and critical thinking, helping the audience connect emotionally and
intellectually with the story and its real-life implications.

Are there follow along questions available for both the stage musical and
the film version of 'Come From Away'?

Yes, follow along questions are available for both versions to help viewers engage with the narrative and
themes regardless of the format.

Do follow along questions for 'Come From Away' include historical
context?

Many follow along questions include prompts to explore the historical background of 9/11 and the unique
response of the Gander community.



Where can I find reliable 'Come From Away' follow along questions?

Follow along questions can be found through educational websites, theatre study guides, official musical
resources, and classroom teaching materials.

Can follow along questions be used to guide group discussions after
watching 'Come From Away'?

Absolutely, they are often used to facilitate meaningful group discussions about community, kindness, and the
impact of unexpected events on people's lives.

Additional Resources
1. Come From Away: Behind the Scenes of the Broadway Musical
This book offers an in-depth look at the creation and development of the hit musical "Come From Away." It
includes interviews with the creators, cast, and crew, providing readers with a behind-the-scenes perspective on
the show's inspiration, writing process, and staging. Perfect for fans who want to understand the story
beyond the stage.

2. The True Story of Gander and 9/11: A Small Town’s Big Heart
This non-fiction book tells the real-life story of how the small town of Gander, Newfoundland, opened its
doors to thousands of stranded airline passengers during the 9/11 crisis. It highlights the acts of kindness and
community spirit that inspired "Come From Away." Readers can explore the historical events that shaped the
musical’s narrative.

3. Characters of Come From Away: A Study Guide
Designed for educators and students, this guide delves into the diverse characters featured in "Come From
Away." It provides background information, character analysis, and thought-provoking questions to
encourage deeper understanding and discussion. The guide helps readers connect with the personal stories
portrayed on stage.

4. Hospitality and Humanity: Lessons from Come From Away
This book explores themes of kindness, hospitality, and human connection as depicted in "Come From Away." It
draws lessons from the musical and real events to inspire readers to embrace compassion in their own lives. The
author includes reflective questions and activities to engage readers further.

5. Musical Theatre and Social Impact: The Case of Come From Away
Focusing on the intersection of art and social change, this book examines how "Come From Away" uses musical
theatre to address themes of community and resilience. It discusses the impact of the show on audiences
worldwide and explores how theatre can foster empathy and understanding. Ideal for students of performing
arts and social studies.

6. Gander: The Town that Saved the World
A beautifully illustrated book that recounts the heroic efforts of Gander residents during the events of 9/11.
It combines historical facts with personal anecdotes to bring the story to life for readers of all ages. The
book serves as a tribute to the spirit of generosity and courage.

7. Come From Away: Reflection and Discussion Questions
This companion book offers a series of follow-along questions designed to prompt reflection and group
discussion after watching or reading "Come From Away." The questions focus on themes, character
motivations, and personal connections to the story. It is a valuable resource for book clubs, classrooms, and
theatre groups.

8. Acts of Kindness: True Stories that Inspired Come From Away
A collection of real-life stories highlighting extraordinary acts of kindness similar to those portrayed in
"Come From Away." This book showcases various examples from around the world where communities have
come together in times of crisis. Readers are encouraged to reflect on the power of compassion in their own



communities.

9. From the Ground Up: Creating Come From Away
This memoir-style book is written by one of the creators of "Come From Away," offering a personal recounting
of the journey from concept to Broadway success. It includes challenges faced, creative breakthroughs, and
the emotional impact of telling this unique story. Readers gain a deeper appreciation for the artistry involved
in bringing the musical to life.
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