
commonlit the man in the well answers

commonlit the man in the well answers is a frequently searched topic among students and educators
seeking detailed explanations and insights into the short story "The Man in the Well." This article provides
a comprehensive overview of the story’s themes, characters, plot, and literary devices, while delivering
clear and accurate commonlit the man in the well answers. Understanding these elements is essential for
readers aiming to analyze the story effectively or prepare for quizzes and exams. Additionally, this guide
explores the moral and ethical questions raised by the story, helping readers grasp the complex human
emotions and societal reflections embedded in the narrative. The article also includes a breakdown of
commonlit the man in the well answers related to comprehension questions, symbolism, and the author’s
intent. To facilitate navigation, a table of contents is provided below.
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Overview of "The Man in the Well"
"The Man in the Well" is a short story by Ira Sher that explores complex themes of human nature,
morality, and social responsibility. The narrative revolves around a group of children who discover a man
trapped in a well but choose not to help him immediately, leading to a tense and thought-provoking
interaction. This story challenges readers to reflect on ethical dilemmas and the consequences of apathy or
cruelty. The text is popular in educational settings due to its ability to provoke discussion and critical
thinking. The story is often included in the CommonLit collection, making commonlit the man in the well
answers a sought-after resource for students and teachers alike.



Main Characters and Their Roles
The story's impact heavily relies on its characters, primarily the children and the man trapped in the well.
Each character embodies different aspects of human behavior and morality, contributing to the overall
message of the story.

The Man in the Well
The man represents vulnerability and helplessness. His situation in the well symbolizes isolation and the
desperate need for aid. Throughout the story, he pleads for assistance while confronting the children’s
reluctance and indifference.

The Children
The children serve as a collective character illustrating innocence, curiosity, and a complex mixture of
empathy and cruelty. Their decision to withhold help and their discussions about the man reveal insights
into social dynamics and moral ambiguity among youth.

Group Dynamics
The interactions among the children highlight peer influence and moral conflict. Some children express
concern and desire to help, while others advocate for ignoring the man, showcasing the varying ethical
perspectives within a group.

Themes and Symbolism
Understanding the deeper meanings in "The Man in the Well" is critical for fully grasping commonlit the
man in the well answers. The story uses themes and symbols to address universal questions about
humanity and morality.

Theme of Morality and Ethics
The central theme revolves around moral responsibility. The children’s decision to delay helping the man
raises questions about right and wrong, social responsibility, and the consequences of indifference.



Theme of Innocence and Experience
The contrast between the children’s innocence and the harsh reality of the man’s plight underscores the
transition from childhood naivety to a more complex understanding of human suffering and ethical
dilemmas.

Symbolism of the Well
The well symbolizes entrapment, both physical and metaphorical. It represents the man’s isolation and the
barriers between help and despair. The well also serves as a metaphor for societal neglect and the
invisibility of those in need.

Well as a symbol of isolation

Children’s role as gatekeepers of aid

The man’s voice symbolizing a plea for humanity

Plot Summary and Key Events
Providing a clear summary helps readers understand the story’s progression and lays the groundwork for
accurate commonlit the man in the well answers. The narrative unfolds through a series of interactions
between the children and the man in the well.

Discovery of the Man
The children stumble upon the man trapped in a deep well while playing outdoors. Initially curious, they
soon realize the gravity of his situation as he calls out for help.

Decision to Withhold Immediate Help
Despite hearing the man's cries, the children hesitate to inform adults or rescue him, debating among
themselves about what to do. This moment introduces the moral conflict central to the story.



Interaction and Dialogue
The man communicates with the children, sharing details about himself and pleading for rescue. The
children’s responses range from sympathy to cruelty, reflecting their internal moral struggles.

Conclusion and Aftermath
The story ends ambiguously, with the children ultimately leaving the man in the well without immediate
assistance. This unresolved ending invites readers to contemplate the implications of inaction and the
complexity of human ethics.

Commonlit The Man in the Well Answers to Comprehension
Questions
Accurate answers to comprehension questions are essential for mastering the story’s content and themes.
Below are detailed responses to commonlit the man in the well answers frequently sought by students and
educators.

Why do the children hesitate to help the man?1.

The children hesitate due to fear, uncertainty, social influence, and a lack of understanding of the
consequences. Their reluctance is compounded by peer pressure and a natural curiosity that conflicts
with empathy.

What does the man in the well symbolize?2.

The man symbolizes vulnerability, isolation, and the neglected individuals in society who depend on
others for survival. He represents the moral test faced by the children and, by extension, the readers.

How does the story explore the theme of morality?3.

Through the children’s actions and inactions, the story examines the complexities of ethical decision-
making, the responsibility to help others, and the consequences of ignoring those in need.

What is the significance of the story's ambiguous ending?4.

The ambiguous ending leaves readers questioning the outcomes and moral implications, emphasizing
the uncertainty and complexity of human nature and ethical choices.



How do the children’s interactions reflect human nature?5.

Their interactions reveal a mix of innocence, cruelty, selfishness, and empathy, illustrating the
multifaceted nature of human behavior and the influence of social dynamics.

Literary Devices and Author’s Purpose
Analyzing the literary techniques used in "The Man in the Well" enhances the understanding of
commonlit the man in the well answers and the story’s impact. Ira Sher employs several devices to deepen
the narrative’s meaning.

Point of View
The story is narrated from the children’s perspective, which creates an intimate yet unreliable viewpoint.
This choice challenges readers to interpret the events critically and consider the moral ambiguity
presented.

Symbolism
Symbolism is pervasive throughout the story, with the well and the man serving as central symbols
representing broader themes of entrapment, helplessness, and societal neglect.

Dialogue and Tone
The dialogue between the man and the children reveals character traits and ethical tensions, while the
tone oscillates between innocent curiosity and unsettling detachment, highlighting the story’s moral
complexity.

Author’s Purpose
Ira Sher’s purpose is to provoke reflection on ethical behavior and the human condition, encouraging
readers to examine their own responses to suffering and social responsibility.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Man in the Well' on CommonLit?
The main theme of 'The Man in the Well' is the moral ambiguity and ethical dilemmas faced by
individuals, highlighting human nature and the consequences of inaction.

Why do the children in 'The Man in the Well' choose not to help the
man?
The children choose not to help the man because they are afraid, uncertain about the situation, and worried
about the potential consequences, reflecting themes of fear and moral conflict.

How does the story 'The Man in the Well' end on CommonLit?
The story ends ambiguously, with the man remaining trapped in the well while the children continue to
visit but do not rescue him, emphasizing themes of helplessness and ethical responsibility.

What literary devices are prominent in 'The Man in the Well'?
Prominent literary devices in 'The Man in the Well' include symbolism, allegory, and first-person
narration, which enhance the story's exploration of human psychology and morality.

How can 'The Man in the Well' be interpreted in terms of societal
behavior?
The story can be interpreted as a critique of societal apathy and the tendency to avoid responsibility,
illustrating how groups may fail to act in critical situations due to fear or self-interest.

Additional Resources
1. "To Kill a Mockingbird" by Harper Lee
This classic novel explores themes of morality, justice, and human nature through the eyes of Scout Finch,
a young girl in the racially segregated American South. Like "The Man in the Well," it delves into the
complexity of human behavior and the impact of empathy and understanding. The story challenges readers
to confront prejudice and the importance of standing up for what is right.

2. "Lord of the Flies" by William Golding
In this gripping tale, a group of boys stranded on a deserted island descend into savagery and chaos. The
novel examines the inherent darkness within humanity and how societal rules shape behavior, echoing



themes found in "The Man in the Well." It prompts readers to consider the thin line between civilization
and primal instincts.

3. "The Lottery" by Shirley Jackson
This short story presents a small town that conducts a shocking annual ritual, exposing the dangers of
conformity and unquestioned traditions. Similar to "The Man in the Well," it reveals unsettling aspects of
human nature and societal dynamics. The narrative encourages reflection on morality and the
consequences of collective behavior.

4. "Lord of the Flies" by William Golding
In this classic novel, a group of boys stranded on an island struggle to maintain order and civility,
ultimately succumbing to barbarism. Like "The Man in the Well," it explores themes of isolation, morality,
and the darker sides of human nature. The story serves as a powerful commentary on society and the
human psyche.

5. "The Tell-Tale Heart" by Edgar Allan Poe
This psychological thriller delves into madness and guilt through the narrator's obsessive recounting of a
murder. The story's exploration of conscience and inner turmoil parallels the moral questions raised in "The
Man in the Well." Poe's work challenges readers to examine the complexities of human emotions and
ethical dilemmas.

6. "Of Mice and Men" by John Steinbeck
Set during the Great Depression, this novella explores friendship, dreams, and the harsh realities of life for
marginalized individuals. Themes of compassion, isolation, and human vulnerability resonate with those in
"The Man in the Well." Steinbeck's poignant storytelling highlights the struggles and hopes that define
human experience.

7. "The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas" by Ursula K. Le Guin
This philosophical short story presents a utopian city with a dark secret, forcing readers to confront ethical
questions about happiness and sacrifice. Like "The Man in the Well," it challenges perceptions of morality
and communal responsibility. Le Guin's narrative invites deep reflection on societal values and individual
conscience.

8. "Animal Farm" by George Orwell
An allegorical novella depicting a group of farm animals who overthrow their human owner, only to face
new forms of tyranny. The story critiques power dynamics and corruption, themes that align with the
moral complexities found in "The Man in the Well." Orwell's work encourages readers to question
authority and the nature of justice.

9. "The Crucible" by Arthur Miller
Set during the Salem witch trials, this play explores hysteria, fear, and the consequences of mass paranoia. It
shares with "The Man in the Well" an examination of human behavior under pressure and the impact of
societal judgment. Miller's work serves as an allegory for the dangers of intolerance and the importance of



integrity.
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