
commonlit the necklace answers

commonlit the necklace answers provide essential insights and detailed explanations for
understanding the short story "The Necklace" by Guy de Maupassant, as featured on CommonLit’s
educational platform. This article explores the most frequently asked questions and answers related
to the story’s plot, themes, characters, and literary devices. By delving into these commonlit the
necklace answers, educators and students can enhance their comprehension and engagement with
the text. The discussion covers key elements such as the story’s symbolism, the protagonist’s
motivations, and the moral lessons conveyed by Maupassant. Additionally, this guide highlights
strategies for analyzing the narrative and preparing for assessments based on “The Necklace.” The
following sections provide a structured overview of commonlit the necklace answers that address
the story’s critical aspects and help facilitate academic success.

Understanding the Plot of "The Necklace"

Main Characters and Their Roles

Themes and Symbolism in "The Necklace"

Commonlit The Necklace Questions and Answers

Literary Devices and Their Significance

Understanding the Plot of "The Necklace"
Understanding the plot is fundamental to grasping commonlit the necklace answers. "The Necklace"
is a classic short story that revolves around Madame Mathilde Loisel, a woman who dreams of a
wealthy lifestyle but is trapped in modest circumstances. The plot centers on her desire to appear
affluent at a prestigious ball, leading her to borrow a seemingly expensive necklace. After losing the
necklace, Mathilde and her husband sacrifice years of their lives to repay the debt, only to discover
that the original necklace was a fake. This twist ending is crucial to interpreting the story’s message.
The plot’s structure, including exposition, rising action, climax, and resolution, provides a
framework for analyzing the narrative and understanding its literary impact.

Exposition and Setting
The story is set in 19th-century Paris, highlighting social class distinctions and societal expectations.
The exposition introduces Mathilde’s dissatisfaction with her middle-class life and her longing for
luxury, setting the stage for the ensuing conflict. This background is essential to understanding her
motivations and the choices she makes throughout the story.

Rising Action and Conflict
The rising action involves Mathilde borrowing the necklace and attending the ball, where she enjoys
the admiration of others. The conflict arises when she realizes the necklace is lost, propelling her
and her husband into financial hardship. This tension drives the narrative forward and emphasizes



themes of pride and materialism.

Climax and Resolution
The climax occurs when Mathilde and her husband have paid off the debt after years of toil. The
resolution reveals the shocking truth about the necklace’s worthlessness, underscoring the story’s
irony and moral lesson. This final twist challenges the reader’s assumptions and enhances the
story’s overall impact.

Main Characters and Their Roles
Commonlit the necklace answers often focus on the characters, particularly their development and
significance within the story. The characters embody various social and psychological themes, and
their interactions underscore the narrative’s central conflicts. Understanding these characters helps
clarify the story’s messages and enriches literary analysis.

Madame Mathilde Loisel
Mathilde is the protagonist whose vanity and desire for a luxurious life lead to her downfall. She is
characterized by her beauty, charm, and dissatisfaction with her social status. Her actions and
decisions represent themes of pride, materialism, and the consequences of deception. Mathilde’s
character arc—from hopeful to burdened—reflects the story’s exploration of illusion versus reality.

Monsieur Loisel
Mathilde’s husband plays a supportive and self-sacrificing role. Despite his modest income, he works
tirelessly to replace the lost necklace, demonstrating loyalty and responsibility. His character
contrasts with Mathilde’s vanity, highlighting themes of humility and devotion. His quiet endurance
adds emotional depth to the narrative.

Madame Forestier
Madame Forestier is Mathilde’s wealthy friend who lends her the necklace. She symbolizes the
upper class and the superficial nature of social appearances. Her role is pivotal in the story’s twist,
as the necklace she lent turns out to be fake. This revelation serves as a critique of materialism and
social pretenses.

Themes and Symbolism in "The Necklace"
Themes and symbolism are central to commonlit the necklace answers, as they reveal the deeper
meanings behind the narrative. The story uses literary devices to critique social values and human
behavior, making it rich for analysis and discussion.

The Theme of Appearance versus Reality
A primary theme in "The Necklace" is the contrast between appearance and reality. Mathilde’s
obsession with outward appearances leads her to borrow a necklace that symbolizes false wealth.
The story’s climax reveals the true nature of the necklace, exposing the dangers of valuing



appearances over truth. This theme invites reflection on societal pressures and personal integrity.

The Theme of Pride and Vanity
Mathilde’s pride and vanity drive the plot and lead to her tragic fate. Her desire to impress others
blinds her to the consequences of her actions. The story critiques the destructive nature of excessive
pride and the importance of humility. This theme resonates with readers as a moral caution.

Symbolism of the Necklace
The necklace itself is a powerful symbol representing wealth, status, and illusion. It embodies
Mathilde’s aspirations and the superficial values of society. The fact that it is fake symbolizes the
emptiness of materialism and the futility of chasing false appearances. This symbolism is key to
interpreting the story’s message.

Commonlit The Necklace Questions and Answers
Commonlit the necklace answers often take the form of questions that assess comprehension,
analysis, and critical thinking. These questions cover plot details, character motivations, thematic
elements, and literary techniques. Providing thorough answers helps students prepare for exams
and deepen their understanding.

Sample Questions

What motivates Mathilde to borrow the necklace?

How does the story’s setting influence the characters’ actions?

What is the significance of the story’s ending?

How does Maupassant use irony in "The Necklace"?

What does the necklace symbolize in the story?

Sample Answers
Mathilde is motivated by her desire to appear wealthy and fit in with high society, which leads her to
borrow the necklace. The 19th-century Parisian setting emphasizes social class divisions that
pressure characters to maintain appearances. The ending’s revelation that the necklace was fake
highlights the story’s irony and moral lesson about the dangers of vanity. Maupassant uses
situational irony to create an unexpected twist that challenges the reader’s expectations. The
necklace symbolizes material wealth and social status but ultimately represents illusion and the
emptiness of superficial values.



Literary Devices and Their Significance
Analyzing literary devices is an integral part of commonlit the necklace answers, as these elements
enhance the story’s meaning and emotional impact. Maupassant’s use of narrative techniques
contributes to the effectiveness of the story’s themes and character development.

Irony
Irony is the most prominent literary device in "The Necklace." The situational irony of the necklace’s
true value contrasts sharply with the Loisels’ sacrifices, underscoring the story’s critique of pride
and materialism. This device creates surprise and emphasizes the moral lesson.

Foreshadowing
Maupassant uses foreshadowing subtly to hint at the story’s conclusion. Early descriptions of
Mathilde’s dissatisfaction and the necklace’s significance prepare the reader for the eventual twist.
This technique builds suspense and enhances the narrative’s cohesiveness.

Symbolism
Symbolism enriches the story by imbuing objects and characters with deeper meaning. The necklace
symbolizes false wealth, while Mathilde represents human vanity. These symbols invite readers to
reflect on societal values and personal priorities.

Imagery
Vivid imagery is employed to contrast the opulence of the ball with the Loisels’ modest lifestyle.
Descriptions of clothing, settings, and emotions create a visual and emotional context that supports
the story’s themes.

Irony highlights the twist and moral lesson.1.

Foreshadowing builds anticipation.2.

Symbolism conveys thematic depth.3.

Imagery enhances emotional engagement.4.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Necklace' in CommonLit?
The main theme of 'The Necklace' is the danger of vanity and the consequences of dishonesty, as
well as the value of honesty and contentment.



Why did Mathilde Loisel borrow the necklace in 'The
Necklace'?
Mathilde Loisel borrowed the necklace because she wanted to appear wealthy and elegant at the
ball, as she was dissatisfied with her modest life.

What was the twist ending in 'The Necklace'?
The twist ending reveals that the necklace Mathilde borrowed and lost was actually a fake and worth
very little, making her and her husband’s years of hardship unnecessary.

How does 'The Necklace' illustrate the concept of irony?
The story uses situational irony, where the outcome is the opposite of what is expected; Mathilde
loses a necklace she believes is valuable, only to find out it was fake.

What lesson can readers learn from 'The Necklace'?
Readers learn the importance of honesty and not placing too much value on material possessions or
social status.

How does Mathilde's character change throughout 'The
Necklace'?
Mathilde changes from a vain and superficial woman longing for wealth to a hardened, hardworking
person after facing years of poverty.

Why is 'The Necklace' commonly included in CommonLit
reading assignments?
It is included because it offers rich themes, irony, and moral lessons that are accessible for students
and spark critical thinking about societal values.

What role does social class play in 'The Necklace'?
Social class is central to the story, as Mathilde's desire to appear upper class drives the plot and
ultimately leads to her downfall.

How can students effectively answer comprehension questions
about 'The Necklace' on CommonLit?
Students should focus on understanding key themes, characters’ motivations, plot details, and
literary devices like irony to provide thoughtful and supported answers.



Additional Resources
1. "The Necklace" by Guy de Maupassant - Annotated Edition
This edition of "The Necklace" includes the original short story along with detailed annotations and
explanations. It helps readers understand the themes of pride, vanity, and irony present in the story.
The notes also provide historical context and literary analysis to deepen comprehension.

2. "CommonLit Literature Guide: The Necklace"
A comprehensive study guide designed to accompany CommonLit’s version of "The Necklace." It
offers summaries, answer keys, discussion questions, and essay prompts that align with CommonLit
curriculum standards. This guide is perfect for teachers and students seeking structured support.

3. "Short Stories for Critical Thinking: The Necklace and Other Classics"
This collection pairs "The Necklace" with other classic short stories that challenge readers to think
critically about human nature and social status. Each story includes questions and activities to
promote deeper analysis. The book encourages students to explore themes of deception, pride, and
consequence.

4. "Irony and Symbolism in The Necklace: A Student’s Guide"
Focused specifically on literary devices, this guide breaks down the use of irony and symbolism in
Guy de Maupassant’s "The Necklace." It explains how these devices enhance the story’s impact and
offers exercises to identify similar techniques in other works. Ideal for learners aiming to improve
literary analysis skills.

5. "CommonLit Answer Keys and Explanations: Volume 1"
This resource provides answer keys and thorough explanations for multiple CommonLit texts,
including "The Necklace." It helps educators verify student responses and offers insights into the
reasoning behind correct answers. Useful for both classroom and remote learning settings.

6. "Themes of Vanity and Social Class in 19th Century Literature"
An exploration of how vanity and social class are portrayed in 19th-century literature, with "The
Necklace" as a central example. The book discusses societal expectations and the consequences of
pride in historical context. It encourages readers to compare these themes across different authors
and genres.

7. "Character Analysis Workbook: Madame Loisel from The Necklace"
This workbook invites students to delve deeply into the character of Madame Loisel, examining her
motivations, flaws, and development throughout the story. It includes guided questions, writing
prompts, and character mapping activities. A great tool for character study and essay preparation.

8. "The Power of Irony in Short Fiction: Case Studies Including The Necklace"
This book analyzes the use of irony in various short stories, highlighting "The Necklace" as a prime
example. It discusses how irony shapes readers’ understanding and emotional response. The text
includes comparisons with other ironic stories and teaching strategies.

9. "CommonLit Practice Tests and Quizzes for The Necklace"
Designed to assess comprehension and critical thinking, this collection of practice tests and quizzes
focuses on "The Necklace" as presented in CommonLit. It features multiple-choice questions, short
answers, and essay topics. Perfect for reinforcing learning and preparing for exams.
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