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Overview of "Departure" by Sherwood Anderson

"Departure" is a short story by Sherwood Anderson that delves into themes of change, identity, and the
complexities of human relationships. The narrative typically centers around a character’s transition or
separation from a familiar environment or situation, highlighting the emotional and psychological effects of
such a change. Anderson’s storytelling is marked by his simple yet evocative prose, which invites readers to
interpret underlying meanings and reflect on the human condition. This section provides a synopsis and
background on the story, setting the stage for detailed analysis.

Synopsis of the Story

The story "Departure" follows a protagonist who is grappling with a significant change, often leaving behind a
past life or relationship. The narrative explores the internal conflict and external circumstances prompting the
departure. Anderson’s focus on the character’s internal dialogue and perceptions creates an intimate portrait
of emotional turmoil and resolution. The story’s progression underscores the inevitability and necessity of
change.

Author’s Intent and Style

Sherwood Anderson’s intent in "Departure" is to depict the nuanced human experiences surrounding leaving and
transformation. His style is characterized by minimalism, psychological depth, and symbolic undertones. The
story’s tone often reflects melancholy and introspection, inviting readers to engage with the protagonist’s
emotional journey. Anderson’s use of concise language and fragmented narrative structure enhances the story’s
impact and thematic resonance.



Main Themes and Motifs

The story "Departure" contains several interwoven themes and motifs that reflect Anderson’s broader literary
concerns. Understanding these themes is essential for interpreting the story’s meaning and relevance. This section
breaks down the central thematic elements and recurring motifs, explaining their significance within the
narrative.

Theme of Change and Transition

The primary theme in "Departure" is change, particularly the process of leaving behind the familiar to embrace an
uncertain future. This theme is explored through the protagonist’s physical and emotional journey, illustrating
the challenges and opportunities that come with transition. Anderson portrays change as both painful and
necessary, emphasizing its role in personal growth.

Theme of Isolation and Loneliness

Isolation is another significant theme, often depicted through the protagonist’s sense of detachment from
others and from their previous life. The emotional loneliness accompanying departure highlights the cost of
change and the human need for connection. Anderson’s nuanced portrayal of solitude adds depth to the
narrative’s emotional landscape.

Motifs: Departure and Journey

Motifs such as the act of leaving, travel, and journeying recur throughout the story, symbolizing broader
existential questions. These motifs serve to reinforce the themes and provide a framework for understanding the
protagonist’s experiences. The motif of departure is both literal and metaphorical, representing physical
movement as well as psychological transformation.

Character Analysis

Analyzing the characters in "Departure" reveals the story’s psychological complexity and thematic depth. This
section focuses on the protagonist and supporting characters, examining their roles, motivations, and
development throughout the story. Understanding these characters is crucial for interpreting the narrative’s
emotional and symbolic layers.

The Protagonist

The protagonist in "Departure" is typically portrayed as a reflective and conflicted individual facing a
pivotal moment. Their internal struggles with identity, belonging, and change drive the narrative forward.
Anderson’s detailed characterization allows readers to empathize with the protagonist’s dilemmas and
aspirations. The character’s evolution throughout the story exemplifies the human capacity for resilience and
self-discovery.

Supporting Characters

Supporting characters in the story often serve as foils or symbolic representations of the protagonist’s past
or future. They may embody societal expectations, emotional attachments, or obstacles to change. Their
interactions with the protagonist highlight key themes and accentuate the narrative tension surrounding
departure. These characters deepen the story’s exploration of interpersonal dynamics and individual choices.



Symbolism and Literary Devices

Sherwood Anderson employs various literary devices and symbolism in "Departure" to enrich the narrative and
convey complex ideas subtly. This section identifies and explains these techniques, demonstrating how they
contribute to the story’s meaning and emotional impact.

Symbolism of Departure

The act of departure itself is a powerful symbol in the story, representing more than just physical movement. It
symbolizes transformation, loss, and the passage from one phase of life to another. This symbolism invites
readers to consider broader themes of change and identity beyond the immediate plot.

Use of Imagery and Metaphor

Anderson’s use of imagery and metaphor enhances the story’s emotional resonance. Descriptions of settings,
weather, and objects often carry symbolic weight, reflecting the protagonist’s inner state. Metaphors related
to travel, roads, and horizons are common, reinforcing themes of journey and transition.

Literary Devices

Stream of Consciousness: Anderson employs this technique to depict the protagonist’s thoughts and
feelings in a natural, flowing manner.

Foreshadowing: Subtle hints about the outcome or emotional shifts prepare readers for the story’s
development.

Symbolic Dialogue: Conversations often carry double meanings, revealing deeper psychological or
thematic concerns.

Setting and Historical Context

The setting and historical context of "Departure" are integral to understanding its themes and character
motivations. This section examines the story’s temporal and geographical background, explaining how these
elements influence the narrative.

Geographical Setting

The story is generally set in a small town or rural environment, typical of Anderson’s focus on American
Midwest life. This setting reflects themes of confinement and the desire for escape. The physical landscape often
mirrors the protagonist’s emotional state, emphasizing feelings of stagnation or longing for freedom.

Historical and Social Context

"Departure" was written during a period of significant social and economic change in America, which informs its
themes of transition and uncertainty. The story reflects the tensions of modernization, shifting social roles,
and individual alienation. Understanding this context helps explain the protagonist’s motivations and the
story’s broader commentary on society.



Common Questions and Answers

This section addresses frequently asked questions about "Departure" by Sherwood Anderson, providing clear
and concise answers to aid comprehension and analysis.

What is the main message of "Departure"?

The main message centers on the inevitability of change and the emotional complexity involved in leaving behind
the familiar to pursue personal growth or freedom. It suggests that departure, while difficult, is a necessary
part of life’s progression.

How does Anderson portray the protagonist’s emotions?

Anderson uses internal monologue, imagery, and symbolic elements to convey the protagonist’s mixed feelings of
fear, hope, sadness, and determination. The portrayal is subtle yet powerful, capturing the nuanced emotional
landscape associated with departure.

Why is the setting important in the story?

The setting reinforces the themes of confinement and desire for change. It provides a backdrop that contrasts
with the protagonist’s aspirations, highlighting the tension between environment and individual will.

What literary devices are prominent in the story?

Key literary devices include symbolism, stream of consciousness, metaphor, and foreshadowing. These techniques
deepen the narrative’s psychological and thematic complexity.

How can understanding these answers improve literary analysis?

Comprehending these answers allows readers to engage more deeply with the text, recognize underlying themes,
and appreciate Anderson’s stylistic choices. It enhances the ability to interpret the story beyond surface-level
reading.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Departure' by Sherwood Anderson?

'Departure' explores themes of self-discovery, change, and the emotional turmoil associated with leaving one's
past behind to embrace a new beginning.

Who is the protagonist in 'Departure' by Sherwood Anderson and what is
their journey?

The protagonist is a man who decides to leave his familiar life and town in search of a fresh start, reflecting
on his regrets and hopes throughout the story.



How does Sherwood Anderson use symbolism in 'Departure'?

Anderson uses symbolism such as the train and the journey itself to represent transition, escape, and the
uncertainty of the future.

What is the significance of the ending in 'Departure' by Sherwood Anderson?

The ending highlights the protagonist’s acceptance of change and the bittersweet nature of leaving behind the
past while facing an uncertain future.

How does 'Departure' reflect Sherwood Anderson's writing style and
themes?

'Departure' reflects Anderson's characteristic focus on internal conflict, small-town life, and the complexity
of human emotions through simple yet poignant prose.

Additional Resources
1. Sherwood Anderson: A Study of His Life and Works
This book provides an in-depth exploration of Sherwood Anderson’s literary career, focusing on his unique
style and thematic concerns. It includes analysis of his notable works, including "Departure," offering insights
into the motifs of change and self-discovery. Readers will gain a deeper understanding of Anderson’s impact on
American literature.

2. The Complete Works of Sherwood Anderson
A comprehensive collection that features all of Anderson’s major writings, including "Departure." This volume
allows readers to see the evolution of Anderson’s themes, such as identity, alienation, and transformation. It
is an essential resource for those studying his literary contributions.

3. Understanding Sherwood Anderson's "Departure": Themes and Interpretations
This critical essay anthology delves specifically into the short story "Departure," examining its themes of
personal growth and the struggle to break free from societal constraints. Contributors discuss the story’s
symbolism and Anderson’s narrative techniques. It is ideal for students and scholars seeking detailed
interpretations.

4. American Modernism and Sherwood Anderson
Exploring Anderson’s role within the broader American Modernist movement, this book places "Departure" within
the context of early 20th-century literature. It highlights how Anderson’s work reflects the tensions of
modern life and the quest for authenticity. The book offers a historical and cultural framework for
understanding his stories.

5. Thematic Analyses of Sherwood Anderson’s Short Stories
Focused on recurring themes across Anderson’s short stories, including "Departure," this book analyzes motifs
such as isolation, change, and the search for meaning. It provides comparative studies to show how these
themes develop throughout his oeuvre. A valuable resource for thematic studies and literary criticism.

6. Sherwood Anderson: Portrait of an Artist
A biographical account that illuminates the life experiences shaping Anderson’s writing, including his personal
struggles and travels. The book connects his biography with his literary output, giving context to stories like
"Departure." It offers readers a nuanced portrait of the man behind the works.

7. Critical Perspectives on Sherwood Anderson's Fiction
This collection of scholarly essays examines various aspects of Anderson’s fiction, with several essays
dedicated to "Departure." Topics include narrative structure, character development, and psychological
depth. It is an essential text for advanced literary analysis.



8. Journeys and Transitions in American Literature
Placing Anderson’s "Departure" alongside other American works that explore themes of journey and
transformation, this book discusses how departure signifies both physical and emotional change. It provides
comparative literary analysis that enriches understanding of Anderson’s story within a larger tradition.

9. Exploring Identity in Sherwood Anderson’s Works
This book focuses on the exploration of identity and selfhood in Anderson’s writing, with a detailed chapter on
"Departure." It investigates how characters confront and redefine themselves amidst changing circumstances.
Readers interested in psychological and existential themes will find this particularly insightful.
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