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dependency theory ap human geography example is a crucial concept that helps
explain the persistent economic disparities between developed and developing
countries in the global context. This theory examines how the historical and
contemporary economic relationships between nations contribute to unequal
development, often positioning less developed countries as dependent on more
economically powerful ones. In AP Human Geography, understanding dependency
theory provides insight into global patterns of development, resource
distribution, and economic exploitation. This article delves into the core
principles of dependency theory, providing concrete AP Human Geography
examples to illustrate how this theory manifests in real-world scenarios.
Additionally, it explores the implications of dependency on global economic
systems, political relations, and social structures. Readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of how dependency theory applies to human
geography and why it remains relevant in analyzing global inequalities.
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Understanding Dependency Theory
Dependency theory is a framework used to understand the economic
relationships between developed and developing nations, emphasizing how these
relationships create and maintain underdevelopment in poorer countries. It
argues that resources flow from peripheral, less developed countries to core,
wealthy countries, enriching the latter at the expense of the former. This
concept is integral to AP Human Geography because it helps explain patterns
of economic inequality and development disparities observed across the globe.

Definition and Core Principles
At its core, dependency theory posits that the economic development of a



country is conditioned by its dependence on more developed countries. This
dependence limits the potential for autonomous growth in peripheral nations
and perpetuates a cycle of poverty and underdevelopment. The theory
challenges traditional modernization models by asserting that
underdevelopment is not simply a stage but a condition actively produced and
maintained through global economic structures.

Difference from Modernization Theory
Unlike modernization theory, which suggests that all countries progress
through similar stages of development, dependency theory argues that economic
disparities are the result of exploitative relationships. While modernization
theory promotes internal factors such as culture and technology as causes of
underdevelopment, dependency theory highlights external forces, including
colonialism, multinational corporations, and unequal trade relations.

Historical Context of Dependency Theory
Dependency theory emerged in the 1960s and 1970s as a response to the
perceived failures of modernization theory to explain persistent poverty in
Latin America and other regions. It was developed primarily by Latin American
scholars and economists who sought to analyze the structural economic
inequalities rooted in colonial histories and international capitalism.

Origins in Latin America
Intellectuals such as Raúl Prebisch and Andre Gunder Frank played pivotal
roles in formulating dependency theory. They observed that Latin American
economies were heavily reliant on exporting raw materials to industrialized
nations while importing manufactured goods. This trade imbalance hindered
industrial growth and economic diversification in their countries,
reinforcing dependency.

Impact of Colonialism and Global Trade
The legacy of colonialism significantly shaped dependency relationships.
Colonized countries were integrated into the world economy primarily as
resource suppliers, a role that was often maintained after gaining
independence. Global trade patterns established during colonial times favored
the economic interests of core countries and limited the development
prospects of peripheral nations.



Key Concepts within Dependency Theory
Several important concepts form the foundation of dependency theory, helping
to articulate the mechanisms of economic dependency and underdevelopment.

Core, Periphery, and Semi-Periphery
The world is divided into three types of countries based on their roles in
the global economy:

Core countries: Developed, industrialized nations that control global
markets and capital.

Periphery countries: Less developed countries that provide raw materials
and cheap labor to core nations.

Semi-periphery countries: Nations that exhibit characteristics of both
core and periphery, often acting as intermediaries in global trade.

Unequal Exchange
Unequal exchange refers to the unfair trading relationships where peripheral
countries export low-value raw materials and import high-value manufactured
goods, resulting in persistent trade deficits and economic dependency.

Structural Dependence
Structural dependence describes how peripheral countries' economies are
structured in ways that make them reliant on core countries for capital,
technology, and markets, limiting their ability to develop independently.

Dependency Theory AP Human Geography Examples
Applying dependency theory to AP Human Geography requires analyzing specific
examples that illustrate how economic dependence shapes global development
patterns.

Latin America’s Economic Dependence
Latin America provides a classic example of dependency theory in practice.
Many countries in this region rely heavily on exporting commodities like oil,
copper, and agricultural products to developed nations. This reliance results
in vulnerability to global market fluctuations and limits the growth of



domestic industries.

Sub-Saharan Africa and Resource Extraction
In Sub-Saharan Africa, many economies depend on exporting raw materials such
as minerals and oil to core countries. This pattern reinforces dependency, as
profits often flow to multinational corporations headquartered in developed
countries, with limited reinvestment in local economies.

Southeast Asia’s Semi-Periphery Role
Southeast Asian countries like Malaysia and Thailand serve as semi-periphery
examples, where industrialization and export-oriented economies exist but
still rely on foreign investment and technology from core nations. This
intermediary position shows how development is uneven and tied to global
economic structures.

List of Dependency Theory Examples in AP Human
Geography

Export of raw materials from Africa to Europe and North America

Latin America's reliance on commodity exports such as coffee and oil

Semi-peripheral countries like Brazil and India balancing industrial
growth with dependency

Multinational corporations influencing development patterns in
peripheral countries

Trade imbalances between developed and developing nations

Implications of Dependency Theory in Global
Development
Dependency theory offers critical insights into how global economic systems
perpetuate inequality and emphasizes the need to address structural barriers
to development.



Economic Policies and Development Strategies
Countries influenced by dependency theory often adopt strategies such as
import substitution industrialization (ISI) to reduce dependency on imports
and stimulate domestic industries. These policies aim to break the cycle of
dependence by fostering self-sufficient economic growth.

Political and Social Effects
Dependency relationships can lead to political instability, as peripheral
countries grapple with foreign influence and economic vulnerability. Social
consequences include persistent poverty, limited access to education and
healthcare, and unequal wealth distribution.

Globalization and Neocolonialism
Modern globalization can be viewed through the lens of dependency theory,
where multinational corporations and international financial institutions
maintain influence over developing countries. This phenomenon, often called
neocolonialism, highlights the continuing relevance of dependency theory in
contemporary human geography.

Critiques and Limitations of Dependency Theory
While dependency theory provides valuable perspectives on global inequality,
it also faces criticism and limitations.

Overemphasis on External Factors
Critics argue that dependency theory sometimes underestimates internal
factors such as governance, corruption, and cultural influences that also
affect development outcomes. Solely focusing on external dependence can
oversimplify complex development dynamics.

Inability to Explain Economic Successes
Some countries, particularly in East Asia, have achieved rapid economic
growth despite historical dependency, challenging the deterministic view of
dependency theory. These cases suggest that dependency might not be an
insurmountable barrier to development.



Evolution of Global Economic Relations
The global economy has evolved since dependency theory was first proposed,
with emerging economies playing more significant roles. This dynamic
landscape requires updated theoretical frameworks to capture new patterns of
interdependence and development.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of dependency theory in AP Human
Geography?
An example of dependency theory in AP Human Geography is how many countries
in Latin America rely on exporting raw materials to developed countries while
importing finished goods, which keeps them economically dependent and limits
their development.

How does dependency theory explain the relationship
between core and periphery countries?
Dependency theory explains that core countries exploit periphery countries by
extracting resources and labor, leading to economic dependence where
periphery countries remain underdeveloped and reliant on the core for
technology and capital.

Can you give a real-world example of dependency
theory impacting a country's development?
Yes, many African countries exhibit dependency theory where their economies
depend heavily on exporting raw materials like minerals or oil to developed
countries, which results in limited industrial growth and continued economic
dependence.

How is dependency theory relevant to studying
economic development in AP Human Geography?
Dependency theory is relevant because it provides a framework to understand
global inequalities by showing how historical and economic relationships
between countries influence development patterns, highlighting why some
regions remain poor.

What role does multinational corporations play in
dependency theory with an example?
Multinational corporations often reinforce dependency by extracting resources



from developing countries without significant local reinvestment. For
example, mining companies operating in the Congo export minerals to developed
countries, perpetuating economic dependence.

Additional Resources
1. Dependency and Development in Latin America
This book explores the historical context and ongoing impacts of dependency
theory in Latin American countries. It examines how economic and political
dependencies have shaped development patterns and contributed to
inequalities. Through case studies, the authors analyze the role of
multinational corporations and international financial institutions in
perpetuating dependency.

2. The Political Economy of Dependency
Focusing on the intersection of politics and economics, this book delves into
how peripheral countries are structurally dependent on core nations. It
discusses the mechanisms through which dependency limits economic growth and
sovereignty. The text provides a critical analysis of global trade,
investment, and aid relationships from a dependency theory perspective.

3. Global Inequality and Dependency Theory
This work offers a comprehensive overview of global inequalities through the
lens of dependency theory. It highlights how historical colonization and
contemporary globalization maintain unequal power dynamics between developed
and developing nations. The book also addresses policy implications for
breaking cycles of dependency.

4. Dependency Theory in the Age of Globalization
This book revisits dependency theory in the context of 21st-century
globalization. It evaluates whether traditional dependency paradigms still
hold in an era of digital economies and transnational networks. The author
integrates new empirical data to discuss evolving forms of economic
dependency and resistance.

5. The Geography of Dependency: Spatial Inequality and Development
Examining the spatial aspects of dependency, this book focuses on how
geographic location influences economic and social dependency relationships.
It investigates urban-rural divides, regional disparities, and the role of
natural resources in perpetuating dependency. The text bridges human
geography and political economy to provide a nuanced understanding of place-
based dependency.

6. Capitalism and Dependency: A Critical Introduction
This introductory text offers a critical examination of capitalism through
the framework of dependency theory. It explains key concepts such as core-
periphery relations, unequal exchange, and accumulation by dispossession. The
book is designed for students new to the topic, providing clear explanations
and real-world examples.



7. Colonial Legacies and Dependency in Africa
Focusing on the African continent, this book analyzes how colonial histories
have entrenched economic and political dependencies. It discusses post-
colonial state formation, resource extraction, and foreign aid in maintaining
dependency structures. The work also explores efforts toward self-sufficiency
and development within African nations.

8. Dependency Theory and Environmental Justice
This interdisciplinary book connects dependency theory with environmental
issues, highlighting how peripheral countries often bear the brunt of
ecological degradation. It explores the unequal environmental burdens
resulting from global economic processes. The authors argue for incorporating
dependency perspectives in environmental justice movements and policies.

9. Rethinking Development: Dependency Theory and Beyond
This book challenges traditional development models by integrating dependency
theory with contemporary critiques. It assesses alternative approaches to
development that emphasize local agency, sustainability, and equitable
economic relations. The text encourages readers to reconsider the assumptions
underlying global development practices.
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