
example of an expressed power

example of an expressed power refers to a specific authority explicitly granted to a branch of

government, typically found within a constitution or legal framework. These powers are clearly stated

and leave little room for interpretation, distinguishing them from implied or inherent powers.

Understanding examples of expressed powers is essential to grasp how governments function,

particularly in federal systems like that of the United States. This article explores what constitutes an

expressed power, provides detailed examples, and explains their significance in maintaining the

balance of power. Additionally, the discussion includes the role of expressed powers in the legislative,

executive, and judicial branches. The article concludes by examining how expressed powers differ

from other types of governmental powers. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of

the concept and its practical applications.

Definition of Expressed Powers

Examples of Expressed Powers in the United States Constitution

Expressed Powers of the Legislative Branch

Expressed Powers of the Executive Branch

Expressed Powers of the Judicial Branch

Distinction Between Expressed, Implied, and Inherent Powers



Definition of Expressed Powers

Expressed powers, also known as enumerated powers, are those explicitly granted to a government

body by a legal document such as a constitution. The term “expressed” signifies that these powers

are written down clearly and specifically, leaving minimal ambiguity about what powers an institution

holds. These powers serve as a foundation for governance, outlining the roles and responsibilities of

different branches or levels of government.

The concept of expressed powers is critical in constitutional law because it helps limit governmental

authority to what is formally authorized. By defining expressed powers, constitutions aim to prevent

overreach and maintain a balance between different branches of government as well as between

federal and state authorities.

Examples of Expressed Powers in the United States

Constitution

The United States Constitution is a primary source of expressed powers for the federal government.

Article I, Section 8, for instance, lists numerous powers granted to Congress. These include the

authority to tax, regulate commerce, declare war, and raise and support armies. Article II outlines the

expressed powers of the President, while Article III defines the powers of the federal judiciary.

Some well-known examples of expressed powers from the U.S. Constitution include:

The power to coin money

The power to establish post offices and post roads

The power to regulate interstate and foreign commerce

The power to declare war



The power to appoint federal judges and ambassadors

These examples illustrate how the Constitution explicitly delegates specific authorities to different

branches of government, ensuring clarity and legal grounding for government actions.

Expressed Powers of the Legislative Branch

The legislative branch, primarily represented by Congress in the United States, possesses a range of

expressed powers that enable it to enact laws and oversee government operations. These powers are

explicitly stated in the Constitution to empower Congress to fulfill its role as the lawmaking body.

Taxation and Spending

One of the most fundamental expressed powers of Congress is the authority to levy taxes and allocate

government spending. This power allows Congress to fund federal programs and services, impacting

virtually every aspect of national governance.

Regulation of Commerce

Congress has the expressed power to regulate commerce with foreign nations and among the states.

This power is crucial for maintaining economic order and facilitating trade across state lines and

beyond U.S. borders.

Declaration of War

Only Congress has the constitutional authority to declare war, an expressed power that underscores its

role in decisions related to national security and military engagement.

Other Legislative Powers

Additional expressed powers include the ability to:



Coin money and regulate its value

Establish post offices

Grant patents and copyrights

Impeach and try federal officials

Expressed Powers of the Executive Branch

The executive branch, headed by the President, holds several expressed powers that enable

enforcement and administration of federal laws. These powers are outlined primarily in Article II of the

U.S. Constitution.

Commander-in-Chief

The President serves as the commander-in-chief of the armed forces, an expressed power that grants

direct control over military operations, though the declaration of war remains a congressional

prerogative.

Appointment Power

The President has the authority to appoint federal judges, ambassadors, and other high-ranking

officials, subject to Senate confirmation. This power ensures leadership within the federal government

aligns with the executive’s policy goals.

Treaty-Making Power

Another expressed power is the ability to negotiate and enter into treaties with foreign nations,

although such treaties require the advice and consent of the Senate to become effective.



Other Executive Powers

Additional expressed powers include:

Granting pardons and reprieves for federal offenses

Ensuring laws are faithfully executed

Delivering the State of the Union address

Expressed Powers of the Judicial Branch

The judicial branch’s expressed powers are more limited in scope but are fundamental to its role in

interpreting laws and ensuring justice. Article III of the U.S. Constitution outlines these powers,

primarily vested in the Supreme Court and other federal courts.

Judicial Review

While the power of judicial review is not explicitly stated in the Constitution, the authority to interpret

laws and declare acts of Congress or the executive unconstitutional is considered an inherent function

closely related to expressed judicial powers.

Original Jurisdiction

The Constitution grants the Supreme Court original jurisdiction in certain types of cases, such as those

involving ambassadors or disputes between states, which is an expressed power defining the Court’s

authority.



Appellate Jurisdiction

Federal courts also have the expressed power to hear appeals from lower courts, enabling them to

oversee the application of federal law across the country.

Distinction Between Expressed, Implied, and Inherent Powers

Understanding examples of expressed powers requires differentiating them from other categories of

powers, namely implied and inherent powers. Expressed powers are clearly written and granted,

whereas implied powers arise from the necessity to carry out expressed powers effectively, and

inherent powers are those that naturally belong to any sovereign government.

For example, the power to raise an army is an expressed power, but the ability to draft citizens into

military service is an implied power derived from the expressed authority to raise and support armies.

Inherent powers include actions necessary for national security that may not be explicitly stated but are

recognized as essential to sovereignty.

This distinction helps clarify the scope and limits of governmental authority, ensuring that powers are

exercised within constitutional boundaries.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of an expressed power in the U.S. Constitution?

An example of an expressed power is the power of Congress to coin money, as stated in Article I,

Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution.

Can you give an example of an expressed power held by the

President?

Yes, an example is the President's expressed power to veto legislation, outlined in Article II, Section 7



of the U.S. Constitution.

What is an expressed power related to the military?

An expressed power related to the military is Congress's authority to raise and support armies, found

in Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution.

Is the power to declare war an expressed power?

Yes, the power to declare war is an expressed power granted to Congress by the Constitution in

Article I, Section 8.

What expressed power allows Congress to regulate trade?

Congress has the expressed power to regulate commerce with foreign nations and among the states,

known as the Commerce Clause, located in Article I, Section 8.

Additional Resources

1. The Federalist Papers

This collection of 85 essays, written by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay, explains

the principles behind the U.S. Constitution. It provides detailed insight into expressed powers granted

to the federal government, such as the power to tax, regulate commerce, and maintain armed forces.

The essays are foundational texts for understanding the original intent of expressed powers in

American government.

2. Congressional Powers and the Constitution

This book offers an in-depth exploration of the expressed powers of Congress as outlined in Article I of

the U.S. Constitution. It discusses how these powers have been interpreted and applied throughout

history, including the power to declare war, coin money, and establish post offices. The author also

analyzes landmark Supreme Court cases that have shaped congressional authority.



3. The Expressed Powers and Limits of the Presidency

Focusing on Article II of the U.S. Constitution, this book examines the expressed powers granted to

the President of the United States. It covers powers such as the role of Commander-in-Chief, the

authority to grant pardons, and the power to make treaties with Senate approval. The book also

addresses how these powers have evolved through political practice and judicial review.

4. Understanding the Commerce Clause: Expressed Powers in Action

This book centers on the Commerce Clause, an expressed power of Congress that has been critical in

shaping federal regulatory authority. It traces the historical development and judicial interpretation of

this power, highlighting its impact on economic and social policies. Readers gain insight into how

expressed powers can expand or contract based on Supreme Court decisions.

5. The Power to Tax: Constitutional Foundations and Controversies

Exploring one of the most fundamental expressed powers of the federal government, this book delves

into the constitutional basis for taxation. It explains how the power to tax has been used to fund

government operations and influence economic behavior. The author also discusses contentious

issues such as tax limits and the balance between federal and state taxing authority.

6. Expressed Powers and Federalism: Balancing Authority

This book examines the relationship between expressed powers granted to the federal government

and the principles of federalism. It discusses how these powers define the scope of national authority

while respecting state sovereignty. Case studies illustrate conflicts and cooperation between federal

and state governments over expressed powers.

7. The War Powers of Congress and the President

Focusing on the expressed powers related to national defense, this book analyzes the constitutional

roles of Congress and the President in declaring and conducting war. It reviews historical instances

where war powers were exercised and contested, including the Vietnam War and post-9/11 military

actions. The text provides a critical look at the balance of power in matters of national security.

8. Expressed Powers in Constitutional Law: A Casebook



This casebook compiles key legal cases that clarify and define expressed powers within the U.S.

Constitution. It offers summaries and commentaries on Supreme Court decisions that have influenced

the understanding and limits of these powers. Law students and scholars use this resource to study

the practical application of constitutional expressed powers.

9. The Role of Expressed Powers in Modern Governance

This contemporary analysis explores how expressed powers continue to shape government functions

in the 21st century. It discusses challenges posed by technological advances, globalization, and

changing political landscapes. The book argues for a dynamic interpretation of expressed powers to

meet modern governance needs while maintaining constitutional integrity.
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