
example of infinitive phrase

example of infinitive phrase is a fundamental concept in English grammar that helps in constructing clear
and effective sentences. An infinitive phrase typically consists of the word "to" followed by the base form of
a verb, and it can function as a noun, adjective, or adverb within a sentence. Understanding the structure
and usage of infinitive phrases is essential for mastering sentence variety and enhancing writing skills. This
article explores various examples of infinitive phrases, explains their grammatical roles, and provides tips
on how to identify and use them correctly. Additionally, common mistakes and advanced uses of infinitive
phrases will be discussed to deepen the understanding of this important grammatical element. The
following sections will cover definitions, examples, functions, and practical applications of infinitive phrases
in detail.

Definition and Structure of Infinitive Phrases

Functions of Infinitive Phrases in Sentences

Examples of Infinitive Phrases

Common Mistakes with Infinitive Phrases

Advanced Uses of Infinitive Phrases

Definition and Structure of Infinitive Phrases
An infinitive phrase is a group of words that begins with an infinitive verb, which is the base form of a
verb preceded by the word "to." For example, in the phrase "to run a marathon," "to run" is the infinitive
verb, and "a marathon" is the complement that completes the phrase. Infinitive phrases can include objects,
complements, and modifiers that provide additional information about the action or state described by the
verb.

The basic structure of an infinitive phrase includes:

The particle "to"

The base form of the verb (infinitive)

Optional objects or modifiers



For instance, in the infinitive phrase "to write a novel," "to write" is the infinitive, and "a novel" is the
object of the verb "write." This phrase functions as a single unit within the sentence, often acting as a noun,
adjective, or adverb.

Functions of Infinitive Phrases in Sentences
Infinitive phrases serve different grammatical functions depending on their role in a sentence. They can
act as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs, adding variety and complexity to sentence structures.

Infinitive Phrases as Nouns
When an infinitive phrase functions as a noun, it can serve as the subject, direct object, or subject
complement in a sentence. For example, "To learn a new language is challenging" uses the infinitive
phrase "to learn a new language" as the subject.

Infinitive Phrases as Adjectives
Infinitive phrases can modify nouns by acting as adjectives. They describe or provide more information
about a noun. In the sentence "She has a plan to travel the world," the phrase "to travel the world" modifies
the noun "plan."

Infinitive Phrases as Adverbs
Infinitive phrases may also function as adverbs, explaining why, when, where, or how an action is
performed. For example, in "He left early to catch the train," the phrase "to catch the train" explains the
purpose of leaving early.

Examples of Infinitive Phrases
Examples provide clarity on how infinitive phrases function in real contexts. Below are several examples
categorized by their grammatical roles.

Infinitive Phrases as Subjects

To exercise regularly improves overall health.



To read challenging books expands the mind.

To arrive early is appreciated at the meeting.

Infinitive Phrases as Direct Objects

She hopes to win the competition.

They decided to postpone the event.

We need to find a solution quickly.

Infinitive Phrases as Adjectives

He has a report to finish before noon.

There is a lot to learn in this course.

She gave me a book to read over the weekend.

Infinitive Phrases as Adverbs

She studies hard to pass the exam.

They left early to avoid traffic.

He paused to think before answering.

Common Mistakes with Infinitive Phrases
Despite their relative simplicity, infinitive phrases are sometimes misused or confused with other



grammatical structures. Recognizing these common errors can improve sentence clarity and grammatical
accuracy.

Dangling Infinitives
A dangling infinitive occurs when the infinitive phrase does not clearly connect to the word it modifies.
For example, "To win the race, the finish line was crossed quickly" is incorrect because the phrase "to win
the race" does not logically modify "the finish line."

Splitting Infinitives
Splitting an infinitive means inserting an adverb or other word between "to" and the verb, such as "to
boldly go." While once considered incorrect, split infinitives are now widely accepted, especially when
they improve clarity or rhythm.

Incorrect Verb Forms
Using the wrong verb form after "to" is a frequent mistake. The verb following "to" should always be in its
base form. For example, "to going" is incorrect; the correct form is "to go."

Advanced Uses of Infinitive Phrases
Beyond basic sentence construction, infinitive phrases can be employed for stylistic effect and to convey
nuanced meanings in advanced writing.

Infinitive Phrases in Passive Voice
Infinitive phrases can be used in passive constructions. For instance, "The project needs to be completed by
Friday" uses the passive infinitive "to be completed."

Infinitive Phrases with Perfect Aspect
When expressing actions that should have been completed before a certain point, the perfect infinitive is
used. For example, "She claimed to have finished the work" shows the use of the perfect infinitive "to have
finished."



Infinitive Phrases with Modal Verbs
Infinitive phrases often follow modal verbs to indicate possibility, necessity, or obligation, as in "You must
try to understand the rules."

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an infinitive phrase?
An infinitive phrase is a group of words that begins with an infinitive (to + base form of a verb) and
includes any complements or modifiers. It functions as a noun, adjective, or adverb in a sentence.

Can you provide an example of an infinitive phrase?
Yes, an example of an infinitive phrase is 'to finish the project on time.' In the sentence 'She wants to finish
the project on time,' the phrase acts as the direct object.

How do infinitive phrases function in sentences?
Infinitive phrases can function as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs. For example, as a noun: 'To learn is
important.' As an adjective: 'He has a paper to write.' As an adverb: 'She paused to think.'

What is the difference between an infinitive and an infinitive phrase?
An infinitive is the base form of a verb preceded by 'to' (e.g., to run), while an infinitive phrase includes
the infinitive plus any modifiers or complements (e.g., to run a marathon).

Are there any common mistakes when using infinitive phrases?
Common mistakes include splitting the infinitive unnecessarily (e.g., 'to boldly go'), confusing infinitive
phrases with gerunds, or misplacing the phrase so that it creates ambiguity or changes the sentence
meaning.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Infinitive Phrases: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth exploration of infinitive phrases, explaining their structure and function in
English grammar. It provides clear examples and exercises to help readers identify and use infinitive
phrases effectively. Ideal for students and educators, it emphasizes practical application to improve writing
and speaking skills.



2. The Power of Infinitives: Enhancing Your Sentence Skills
Focusing on the role of infinitive phrases in sentence construction, this book demonstrates how to use them
to add clarity and style. It covers common pitfalls and how to avoid them, making it a useful resource for
writers looking to refine their craft. The book includes illustrative examples from literature and everyday
language.

3. Infinitive Phrases in Action: Examples and Exercises
Designed as a workbook, this title provides numerous examples of infinitive phrases in different contexts.
Each chapter includes exercises to reinforce understanding and improve usage. It’s particularly helpful for
learners who benefit from hands-on practice and immediate feedback.

4. Grammar Essentials: Understanding Infinitive Phrases
This concise guide breaks down the basics of infinitive phrases for quick learning and reference. It explains
how infinitives function as nouns, adjectives, and adverbs, supported by relevant examples. Suitable for
both beginners and advanced learners, it’s a handy tool for grammar review.

5. Infinitive Phrases Made Easy: Step-by-Step Examples
With a focus on simplicity and clarity, this book walks readers through the formation and use of infinitive
phrases step by step. It includes everyday examples and tips to avoid common errors. Perfect for ESL
students and anyone seeking to improve their English grammar skills.

6. Creative Writing with Infinitive Phrases
This book explores how infinitive phrases can add flair and precision to creative writing. It provides
examples from poetry, fiction, and essays, showing how infinitives enhance expression and imagery.
Writers will find practical advice for incorporating these phrases effectively.

7. Advanced Grammar: Infinitive Phrases and Beyond
Aimed at advanced learners, this book delves into complex uses of infinitive phrases, including split
infinitives and infinitive phrase modifiers. It offers detailed explanations and examples to deepen
understanding. The book also compares infinitive phrases with other grammatical structures.

8. Teaching Infinitive Phrases: Strategies and Examples
Geared toward educators, this book provides methodologies for teaching infinitive phrases in the classroom.
It includes sample lesson plans, activities, and example sentences to engage students. The strategies are
designed to accommodate various learning styles and proficiency levels.

9. Everyday English: Using Infinitive Phrases Naturally
This practical guide shows how infinitive phrases are used in everyday spoken and written English. It
includes dialogues, common expressions, and real-life examples to help learners sound more natural. The
book emphasizes conversational fluency and comprehension.
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