
examples of foreshadowing in the
monkey's paw

examples of foreshadowing in the monkey's paw are central to understanding
the narrative’s suspense and thematic depth. W. W. Jacobs’ classic horror
story, "The Monkey’s Paw," employs foreshadowing extensively to hint at
future events and build a chilling atmosphere. This literary device not only
prepares readers for the unfolding tragedy but also emphasizes the story’s
underlying message about fate, desire, and consequence. Throughout the tale,
various subtle and explicit cues signal the ominous outcomes linked to the
magical monkey's paw. Recognizing these examples of foreshadowing in "The
Monkey’s Paw" enhances the reader’s appreciation of Jacobs’ craftsmanship and
the story’s cautionary tone. This article explores the primary instances of
foreshadowing in the story, analyzes their significance, and discusses how
they contribute to the overall mood and meaning.

Foreshadowing Through Dialogue and Warnings

Symbolic Foreshadowing in the Monkey’s Paw

Foreshadowing in Plot Events

Thematic Implications of Foreshadowing

Foreshadowing Through Dialogue and Warnings
Dialogue and explicit warnings in "The Monkey’s Paw" serve as primary
examples of foreshadowing in the story. Early conversations between the
characters reveal apprehensions about the paw’s supernatural powers and hint
at the misfortunes to come. These verbal cues establish an atmosphere of
suspense and caution.

Sergeant-Major Morris’s Cautionary Words
The arrival of Sergeant-Major Morris introduces the monkey’s paw with a
series of warnings. He explicitly advises the Whites against using it,
stating that it has caused death and sorrow. His grave tone and reluctance to
discuss the paw’s history foreshadow the tragic consequences of tampering
with fate. Morris’s stories about previous owners who suffered misfortune
foreshadow the disastrous wishes the Whites will make.



Mr. White’s Skeptical Responses
Mr. White’s dismissive attitude toward the warnings also foreshadows the
tragic outcomes. His playful wish for two hundred pounds seems harmless, but
his underestimation of the paw’s power sets the stage for unforeseen
repercussions. This skepticism highlights a common human flaw—disregard for
caution when tempted by desire—which foreshadows the suffering that follows.

Symbolic Foreshadowing in the Monkey’s Paw
Symbolism in "The Monkey’s Paw" plays a crucial role in its foreshadowing
techniques. The paw itself, its physical description, and the setting all
provide symbolic hints that suggest the story’s dark trajectory.

The Monkey’s Paw as a Symbol
The paw, described as shriveled and sinister-looking, symbolizes unnatural
interference with fate. Its grotesque appearance foreshadows the unnatural
and tragic consequences of using it. The fact that it is a monkey’s paw, an
animal limb, adds a sense of the uncanny and the forbidden, implying that
wishes made through it come with a heavy price.

The Stormy Night Setting
The story’s setting, particularly the stormy night when the paw is
introduced, serves as atmospheric foreshadowing. The howling wind and eerie
environment reflect the turmoil and chaos that the paw’s magic will unleash.
This setting prepares readers for the unsettling events that follow.

Foreshadowing in Plot Events
Several key plot events in "The Monkey’s Paw" act as foreshadowing devices,
subtly alerting readers to future developments and the story’s dark climax.

The First Wish and Its Consequences
The initial wish for two hundred pounds foreshadows the tragic nature of the
paw’s magic. The subsequent news of Herbert’s accidental death and the
compensation of two hundred pounds reveal that the wish is granted in a
twisted, sorrowful manner. This event signals that the paw’s power comes at a
devastating cost.



Herbert’s Death and the Third Wish
The grief experienced by the Whites and the mysterious knocking at the door
foreshadow the horror connected to their second and third wishes. The tension
builds as the family anticipates the return of their son through the paw’s
magic, implying that unnatural events are about to unfold. The eventual third
wish, which is left ambiguous, foreshadows a desperate attempt to undo the
tragedy.

Thematic Implications of Foreshadowing
Foreshadowing in "The Monkey’s Paw" is not merely a narrative tool but also
reinforces the story’s central themes. These examples of foreshadowing deepen
the reader’s understanding of the consequences of human desires and the
dangers of interfering with fate.

Warnings Against Tampering with Fate
The repeated foreshadowing elements underscore the theme that fate should not
be altered. The eerie warnings, symbolic elements, and tragic outcomes
collectively emphasize that attempts to control destiny can lead to ruin.
This thematic foreshadowing delivers a moral lesson about accepting life’s
natural course.

The Dual Nature of Desire
Foreshadowing highlights the dual nature of desire—hope and danger. The
Whites’ wishes stem from hope, but the foreboding signs hint at the peril
accompanying their fulfillment. This contrast reflects the complexity of
human longing and the unpredictable consequences of getting what one wishes
for.

Dialogue warnings and character skepticism build suspense

Symbolism of the paw and setting creates an ominous mood

Plot events foreshadow tragic twists and eerie outcomes

Thematic foreshadowing reinforces messages about fate and desire



Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of foreshadowing in 'The Monkey's
Paw' related to the paw itself?
The sergeant-major's warning about the monkey's paw being cursed and bringing
misfortune foreshadows the tragic events that follow when the family uses it.

How does the conversation about fate in 'The
Monkey's Paw' serve as foreshadowing?
The discussions about fate and the consequences of interfering with it
foreshadow the unnatural and disastrous outcomes of the family's wishes.

What role does the first wish play in foreshadowing
in 'The Monkey's Paw'?
The first wish for 200 pounds and the subsequent death of the son foreshadow
the dark price that comes with tampering with fate through the monkey's paw.

How does the setting contribute to foreshadowing in
'The Monkey's Paw'?
The isolated and gloomy setting of the White family home creates an eerie
atmosphere that foreshadows the sinister events caused by the monkey's paw.

Can the sergeant-major's story about the previous
owner of the monkey's paw be seen as foreshadowing?
Yes, the sergeant-major's tale about the previous owner's tragic experiences
with the paw foreshadows the misfortunes the White family will encounter.

What is an example of subtle foreshadowing in the
behavior of the characters in 'The Monkey's Paw'?
The hesitation and reluctance of Mrs. White to make the third wish hints at
her fear of what might happen, foreshadowing the grim consequences of using
the paw again.

Additional Resources
1. The Monkey's Paw and the Art of Foreshadowing
This book explores the various literary techniques used in W.W. Jacobs'
classic tale, focusing on how foreshadowing creates suspense and a sense of



impending doom. It dissects key moments in the story where subtle hints lead
to the tragic ending. Readers gain insight into how foreshadowing shapes
readers’ expectations and emotional responses.

2. Shadows of Fate: Foreshadowing in Horror Literature
This comprehensive study examines foreshadowing across multiple horror
stories, including The Monkey’s Paw. It highlights how authors use subtle
clues and symbolic elements to build tension. The book offers examples and
analysis to help readers recognize and appreciate foreshadowing in the genre.

3. Wishes and Warnings: Symbolism and Foreshadowing in The Monkey’s Paw
Focusing on symbolism as a tool of foreshadowing, this book explains how
objects and dialogue in The Monkey’s Paw hint at future events. It discusses
the paw itself as a symbol and how the narrative uses it to warn characters
and readers alike. The analysis deepens understanding of the story’s moral
lessons.

4. The Power of Prediction: Literary Foreshadowing Techniques
This guide covers various foreshadowing techniques used in literature, with
The Monkey’s Paw as a central example. It breaks down how suspense is
carefully built through imagery, dialogue, and plot devices. The book is
useful for students and writers interested in mastering foreshadowing.

5. Echoes of the Future: Foreshadowing in Classic Short Stories
A collection of essays analyzing foreshadowing in classic short stories,
including The Monkey’s Paw. Each essay focuses on how subtle hints prepare
readers for climactic twists. The book illustrates the importance of
foreshadowing in crafting memorable and impactful narratives.

6. Death and Desire: Foreshadowing in Gothic and Supernatural Tales
This book examines how foreshadowing contributes to the eerie atmosphere in
gothic and supernatural literature. Using The Monkey’s Paw as a case study,
it explores themes of fate, death, and consequence conveyed through
foreshadowing. Readers learn to identify the narrative signals that
foreshadow doom.

7. Unseen Clues: The Role of Foreshadowing in Suspense Stories
Focusing on suspense and mystery genres, this book highlights how
foreshadowing keeps readers engaged. It includes a detailed analysis of The
Monkey’s Paw’s suspense-building techniques. The book serves as a resource
for understanding how authors hint at future events without revealing too
much.

8. The Dark Hand: Foreshadowing and Fate in W.W. Jacobs’ The Monkey’s Paw
Dedicated entirely to The Monkey’s Paw, this book explores how foreshadowing
intertwines with themes of fate and consequence. It examines key moments that
hint at the story’s tragic outcome and the inescapability of destiny. The
analysis offers a deeper appreciation of Jacobs’ storytelling craft.

9. Foreshadowing and Fear: Techniques in Early 20th Century Horror
This book surveys early 20th-century horror stories, highlighting how



foreshadowing creates fear and anticipation. The Monkey’s Paw is featured
prominently as an example of masterful use of foreshadowing. The book
discusses how these literary devices influenced later horror writing.
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