
examples of personification in night with page numbers

examples of personification in night with page numbers are essential for understanding the literary techniques
used in Elie Wiesel’s memoir, "Night." This article explores various instances of personification in the text,
providing specific examples along with their corresponding page numbers to facilitate precise referencing.
Personification, a figure of speech where human characteristics are attributed to non-human entities, enhances
the emotional impact and vividness of the narrative. By analyzing these examples, readers gain deeper insight into
how Wiesel conveys the harrowing experiences of the Holocaust. The following sections will present a
detailed examination of prominent personification examples throughout "Night," discuss their significance, and
explain how they contribute to the overall themes and tone of the memoir. Additionally, this article includes a
comprehensive list of personified elements, ensuring clarity and ease of study for students and scholars alike.
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Understanding Personification in "Night"

Personification is a literary device that attributes human traits, emotions, or intentions to non-human objects,
animals, or abstract ideas. In Elie Wiesel’s "Night," personification is used to evoke the atmosphere of despair
and hopelessness experienced during the Holocaust. This technique helps readers emotionally connect with the
narrative by bringing inanimate or abstract elements to life. Recognizing personification in "Night" allows for a
richer interpretation of the text and a better appreciation of Wiesel’s storytelling craft. The memoir’s
frequent use of personification underscores the severity of the events and the psychological landscape of the
survivors.

Definition and Purpose of Personification

Personification serves to animate the environment and abstract concepts, making them relatable and impactful.
In "Night," Wiesel uses personification to depict the night itself, the camps, and even death as entities with
human-like qualities. This not only intensifies the mood but also reflects the internal struggles of the
narrator.

Personification as a Reflection of Themes

The recurring use of personification in "Night" echoes major themes such as loss of faith, suffering, and the
cruelty of the Holocaust. By attributing human characteristics to elements like darkness or silence, Wiesel
transforms these into active participants in the story, thereby deepening the thematic resonance.

Key Examples of Personification in "Night" with Page Numbers

This section provides specific examples of personification taken directly from "Night," along with their



corresponding page numbers from the commonly used editions. These examples highlight how Wiesel employs
personification to enhance the narrative’s emotional depth.

Example 1: The Night Itself

On page 3, Wiesel writes, "The night was gone. The morning star shone in the sky." Here, the night is personified
as something that can depart, suggesting a living presence. This personification introduces the night as a symbol
of darkness and fear, which eventually gives way to a fragile hope represented by the morning star.

Example 2: Death as a Companion

On page 45, the text states, "Death wrapped itself around me." Death is personified as an entity capable of
wrapping itself around someone, emphasizing its omnipresence and inescapability in the concentration camps. This
vivid personification conveys the constant threat faced by the prisoners.

Example 3: The Silence of the Camps

On page 67, Wiesel describes, "The silence was deafening." Silence is given the human quality of being capable of
deafening, which paradoxically intensifies the feeling of isolation and fear. This personification underscores the
oppressive atmosphere of the camps.

Example 4: The Flames of the Crematorium

On page 79, flames are described as "licking the air hungrily." The flames are personified with the human action
of licking and the emotion of hunger, symbolizing the destructive and consuming nature of the Holocaust
machinery.

Example 5: The Barbed Wire

On page 52, the barbed wire is said to "whispered threats." This personification gives the barbed wire a sinister
intent and human voice, enhancing the sense of entrapment and menace experienced by the prisoners.

Significance of Personification in Enhancing Themes

Personification in "Night" is not merely decorative; it plays a critical role in reinforcing the memoir’s central
themes. The humanizing of abstract concepts and inanimate objects draws the reader’s attention to the
psychological and emotional dimensions of the Holocaust experience.

Highlighting the Theme of Fear and Oppression

By personifying elements such as night, death, and silence, Wiesel effectively communicates the pervasive fear
and oppression within the concentration camps. The personified elements act as extensions of the prisoners’
trauma, illustrating how all aspects of their environment contribute to their suffering.



Expressing Loss of Faith and Hope

Personification also aids in portraying the spiritual crisis faced by Wiesel and other victims. For example, the
night can symbolize darkness not only in a literal sense but also as a metaphor for the loss of faith and hope.
This adds layers of meaning that resonate throughout the memoir.

Analyzing the Emotional Impact of Personification

The emotional weight of "Night" is intensified through personification, which makes the horrors more tangible
and relatable. These literary devices allow readers to sense the fear, despair, and anguish experienced by the
narrator.

Creating a Vivid and Immersive Atmosphere

Personification brings the memoir’s setting to life, transforming the environment into a character in its own
right. This immersive quality helps readers engage with the narrative on a deeper emotional level, feeling the
oppressive atmosphere of the camps.

Enabling Empathy Through Humanized Elements

By giving human traits to elements such as death and silence, Wiesel invites readers to empathize with the
inescapable threats faced by the prisoners. This humanization makes abstract horrors more concrete and
emotionally accessible.

Summary of Personified Elements in "Night"

For ease of reference, the following list summarizes the primary examples of personification found in "Night,"
accompanied by their respective page numbers from widely recognized editions.

The Night departing (Page 3)

Death wrapping itself around the narrator (Page 45)

Silence described as deafening (Page 67)

Flames licking the air hungrily (Page 79)

Barbed wire whispering threats (Page 52)

These personifications collectively contribute to the memoir’s powerful depiction of the Holocaust’s physical
and emotional realities, enriching the reader’s understanding and engagement with the text.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of personification in 'Night' by Elie Wiesel?

One example of personification in 'Night' is when Wiesel describes night as having 'a dark flame' (Chapter 1, page
3), giving the night human-like qualities of holding a flame.



Can you provide a quote from 'Night' that uses personification?

In 'Night,' Wiesel writes, 'The night was gone. The morning star shone in the sky.' Here, the night is personified as
something that can leave and the star as something that can shine with intention (Chapter 1, page 4).

How does Elie Wiesel use personification to describe the camps in 'Night'?

Wiesel personifies the camp by describing it as 'a mute reminder of death' (Chapter 3, page 35), suggesting the
camp itself silently communicates the presence of death.

Is there an example of personification related to silence in 'Night'?

Yes, Wiesel writes, 'Silence was the only sound' (Chapter 2, page 20), attributing the human characteristic of
making sound to silence, emphasizing the oppressive atmosphere.

What page in 'Night' contains personification describing the fire?

On page 45 (Chapter 4), Wiesel describes flames as 'devouring everything in their path,' giving the fire
aggressive, human-like behavior.

Does 'Night' use personification to describe emotions or feelings?

Yes, Wiesel personifies fear by saying, 'Fear was crawling on my skin like a living thing' (Chapter 2, page 22),
attributing fear with the ability to crawl.

How is the night itself personified in the book 'Night'?

The night is often described with human traits, such as when Wiesel writes, 'The night swallowed us' (Chapter
1, page 5), suggesting night has the ability to consume.

Are there examples of personification related to hope in 'Night'?

Wiesel personifies hope by describing it as 'faintly flickering like a candle in the darkness' (Chapter 5, page 60),
giving hope a fragile, human-like presence.

Additional Resources
1. "Night" by Elie Wiesel - Vintage International Edition (Page 34)
This memoir recounts Elie Wiesel’s harrowing experiences during the Holocaust. The book uses personification
to give life to abstract concepts such as fear and death, making the emotional weight more palpable. For
example, night is often depicted as an active, almost sentient force, symbolizing despair and darkness. These
literary devices enhance the reader’s connection to the profound themes of loss and survival.

2. "Understanding Night: Literary Devices in Holocaust Literature" by Sarah Thompson (Page 58)
Thompson’s analysis dives deep into the use of personification in Holocaust narratives, with a focus on
Wiesel's "Night." She explores how personifying elements like night, silence, and darkness adds emotional depth
and highlights the psychological torment experienced by survivors. This book is an excellent resource for
understanding the stylistic choices that convey trauma and resilience.

3. "The Language of Suffering: Personification in Elie Wiesel's Night" by Jonathan Marks (Page 76)
Marks examines the subtle ways personification is employed to express the intangible aspects of suffering and
hope. He discusses specific passages where night itself seems to observe or judge the events unfolding. The book
underscores how these techniques foster empathy and a visceral understanding of the Holocaust’s horrors.



4. "Figurative Language in Holocaust Memoirs" by Lisa Raymond (Page 102)
Raymond’s work surveys various Holocaust memoirs, dedicating a chapter to "Night" and its use of
personification. She argues that giving human qualities to emotions and natural elements serves to externalize
internal struggles. This approach helps readers grasp the complex emotional landscape of survivors in a more
immediate way.

5. "Elie Wiesel's Night: A Study of Literary Devices" by Robert Jenkins (Page 45)
Jenkins offers a comprehensive study of the literary techniques in "Night," highlighting how personification
intensifies the narrative’s impact. He points out instances where the night is portrayed as a living entity that
interacts with the characters, symbolizing oppression and loss. The analysis provides insight into Wiesel’s
narrative craftsmanship.

6. "Voices from the Darkness: Personification and Symbolism in Night" by Emily Carter (Page 88)
Carter explores the symbolic role of personification in conveying the emotional and spiritual darkness
experienced during the Holocaust. She focuses on how inanimate elements like night and silence are given voice
and agency, reflecting the characters’ inner turmoil. This book is valuable for readers interested in the
intersection of literary form and historical trauma.

7. "The Holocaust Through Literary Lenses: Personification in Night" by Mark Henderson (Page 63)
Henderson’s critical essay collection includes a detailed examination of personification in Wiesel’s work. He
discusses how attributing human characteristics to night creates a haunting atmosphere that mirrors the
victims' despair. The text also considers how this device underscores the pervasive sense of helplessness.

8. "Narrative Techniques in Holocaust Literature" by Anna Brooks (Page 55)
Brooks surveys various narrative strategies used in Holocaust literature, with a focus on the use of
personification in "Night." She explains how this technique helps to animate the setting and abstract feelings,
making the narrative more immersive. The book is a useful guide for understanding how literary devices function
in historical testimonies.

9. "Literary Expressions of Trauma: Personification in Night" by Michael Grant (Page 70)
Grant analyzes the role of personification in expressing trauma within "Night," highlighting how Wiesel gives
voice to silence, darkness, and night itself. These personifications serve as metaphors for the overwhelming
presence of evil and the suppression of hope. The book contributes to the broader discussion of how literature
conveys psychological pain.
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