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excerpt from the picture of dorian gray commonlit answers is a sought-after
resource for students and educators engaging with Oscar Wilde’s classic
novel, "The Picture of Dorian Gray." This article delves into the specific
CommonLit excerpt, providing detailed answers and analysis to enhance
comprehension. The excerpt from the Picture of Dorian Gray CommonLit answers
focus on thematic elements, character motivations, and literary devices
employed by Wilde, facilitating a deeper understanding of the text.
Additionally, it contextualizes the passage within the larger narrative,
allowing readers to appreciate Wilde’s commentary on vanity, morality, and
the human condition. This discussion also highlights how CommonLit’s
educational platform presents the excerpt for academic use, complete with
thought-provoking questions and answer keys. The following sections will
explore the CommonLit excerpt, thematic interpretations, character analysis,
and practical tips for educators and students alike.

Understanding the CommonLit Excerpt from The Picture of Dorian Gray

Thematic Analysis of the Excerpt

Character Exploration within the Passage

Literary Devices and Style in the Excerpt

CommonLit Questions and Answer Strategies

Educational Use and Benefits of the Excerpt

Understanding the CommonLit Excerpt from The
Picture of Dorian Gray
CommonLit provides a curated excerpt from Oscar Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian
Gray designed to highlight key narrative moments and themes. This passage is
selected to engage readers with Wilde’s intricate prose and complex moral
questions. The excerpt commonly focuses on Dorian Gray’s interaction with his
portrait, which serves as a symbolic representation of his inner corruption
and external beauty. Understanding this excerpt requires familiarity with the
novel’s premise, where Dorian remains youthful while his portrait ages
grotesquely as a record of his moral decay.



Context within the Novel
The excerpt from the Picture of Dorian Gray CommonLit answers often situates
the passage early or mid-novel, capturing the tension between appearance and
reality. It typically involves key characters such as Dorian Gray himself,
Lord Henry Wotton, and Basil Hallward, the artist. Recognizing the social and
philosophical backdrop of Victorian society further enhances comprehension,
as Wilde critiques superficiality and societal hypocrisy.

Summary of the Excerpt
The passage generally describes Dorian’s initial reaction to the portrait and
his subsequent realization of its supernatural qualities. It may include
dialogues revealing Lord Henry’s influence on Dorian’s worldview, emphasizing
hedonism and aestheticism. This summary aids readers in identifying pivotal
moments and preparing for detailed analysis.

Thematic Analysis of the Excerpt
The excerpt from the Picture of Dorian Gray CommonLit answers often explores
prominent themes such as the duality of human nature, the consequences of
vanity, and the conflict between morality and desire. Wilde’s narrative
questions the value of external beauty versus internal integrity, a central
thematic concern in the novel.

The Duality of Appearance and Reality
The portrait symbolizes the split between Dorian’s outward charm and his
corrupted soul. This theme reveals the dangers of placing too much importance
on physical appearance, a prevalent issue in Wilde’s era and today. The
CommonLit excerpt encourages readers to reflect on how societal values impact
individual behavior.

Morality and Corruption
The passage highlights the gradual moral decline of Dorian Gray, spurred by
his wish to remain eternally young. This theme underscores the novel’s
critique of ethical decay hidden behind a facade of innocence and beauty. The
CommonLit answer keys typically emphasize this moral lesson to guide student
interpretation.

Character Exploration within the Passage
Characters play a crucial role in the excerpt from the Picture of Dorian Gray



CommonLit answers, with particular focus on Dorian Gray himself, Lord Henry
Wotton, and Basil Hallward. Each character embodies different philosophies
and values that drive the narrative forward.

Dorian Gray’s Transformation
Dorian’s character in the excerpt is portrayed at a crossroads, torn between
innocence and the temptation of a life devoted to pleasure. His fascination
with the portrait reflects his internal conflict and foreshadows his eventual
downfall. Analysis of his dialogue and actions in the excerpt reveals his
psychological complexity.

Lord Henry Wotton’s Influence
Lord Henry serves as a catalyst in the excerpt, introducing Dorian to a
worldview centered on aestheticism and self-indulgence. His persuasive
rhetoric challenges traditional moral values, shaping Dorian’s decisions.
Understanding Lord Henry’s role helps clarify the thematic shifts in the
passage.

Basil Hallward’s Artistic Perspective
Basil represents sincerity and moral earnestness, contrasting sharply with
Lord Henry’s cynicism. His attachment to Dorian and the portrait underscores
themes of beauty and truth. The excerpt often highlights Basil’s concern for
Dorian’s soul, which adds emotional depth to the narrative.

Literary Devices and Style in the Excerpt
Oscar Wilde’s writing style in the excerpt from the Picture of Dorian Gray
CommonLit answers is characterized by wit, irony, and lush descriptive
language. These literary devices enhance the thematic richness and engage
readers at multiple interpretive levels.

Symbolism
The portrait itself is the most significant symbol, representing the hidden
consequences of Dorian’s choices. Wilde’s use of symbolism invites readers to
look beyond surface appearances and consider deeper meanings.

Irony and Paradox
The excerpt contains numerous instances of irony, particularly in how



Dorian’s wish for eternal youth results in spiritual degradation. Paradoxes
within the dialogue and narrative structure accentuate the novel’s critique
of Victorian social norms.

Imagery and Descriptive Language
Wilde’s vivid imagery paints a stark contrast between the youthful Dorian and
the grotesque portrait. This contrast emphasizes the theme of duality and
captures readers’ imaginations, making the moral implications more tangible.

CommonLit Questions and Answer Strategies
The excerpt from the Picture of Dorian Gray CommonLit answers typically
accompany a series of comprehension and analysis questions designed to assess
critical thinking and textual understanding. Effective strategies for
addressing these questions enhance academic performance.

Types of Questions

Literal comprehension questions about events and character actions

Analytical questions exploring themes, symbolism, and character
motivation

Vocabulary and language use queries focusing on Wilde’s stylistic
choices

Opinion-based prompts encouraging personal interpretation aligned with
textual evidence

Answering Techniques
To accurately respond to CommonLit questions, readers should:

Carefully reread the excerpt to locate textual evidence

Identify key themes and motifs before answering thematic questions

Use direct quotations to support analysis

Clarify character perspectives and their influence on the narrative

Explain vocabulary in context to demonstrate understanding of Wilde’s



style

Educational Use and Benefits of the Excerpt
The excerpt from the Picture of Dorian Gray CommonLit answers serves as a
valuable educational tool in literature classrooms. It provides a manageable
portion of Wilde’s novel for detailed study, making complex themes accessible
to students.

Facilitating Literary Analysis Skills
This excerpt encourages students to engage critically with literary texts,
developing skills such as thematic analysis, character study, and
interpretation of literary devices. CommonLit’s structured questions promote
active reading and analytical thinking.

Supporting Diverse Learning Styles
By combining the excerpt with guided questions and answer keys, CommonLit
supports various learning preferences. Visual learners benefit from
structured outlines, while verbal learners gain from focused textual
analysis.

Encouraging Moral and Philosophical Reflection
The themes within the excerpt prompt students to consider ethical dilemmas
and societal values, fostering critical reflection beyond the classroom.
Understanding Wilde’s critique of vanity and morality helps students relate
literature to contemporary issues.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme explored in the excerpt from
The Picture of Dorian Gray on CommonLit?
The main theme explored in the excerpt is the relationship between beauty,
morality, and the consequences of living a hedonistic lifestyle.

How does the character Dorian Gray change throughout



the excerpt?
In the excerpt, Dorian Gray begins as an innocent and impressionable young
man but becomes increasingly obsessed with his own youth and appearance,
leading to moral corruption.

What role does the portrait play in the excerpt from
The Picture of Dorian Gray?
The portrait acts as a supernatural element that reflects the true state of
Dorian's soul and physical corruption, while Dorian himself remains outwardly
youthful and beautiful.

How does the language in the excerpt contribute to
the Gothic atmosphere of the novel?
The language uses dark, vivid imagery and emotional intensity to create a
sense of mystery and foreboding, contributing to the Gothic atmosphere.

What moral questions does the excerpt raise about
vanity and self-indulgence?
The excerpt raises questions about the dangers of excessive vanity and self-
indulgence, suggesting that prioritizing appearance and pleasure can lead to
a loss of one's moral compass.

Why is the excerpt from The Picture of Dorian Gray
commonly used in educational settings like
CommonLit?
The excerpt is commonly used because it introduces students to complex themes
such as ethics, identity, and consequences, while also providing rich
literary devices for analysis.

Additional Resources
1. The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde
This classic novel explores themes of vanity, moral corruption, and the
nature of beauty. Dorian Gray remains eternally young while his portrait ages
and reflects the consequences of his hedonistic lifestyle. The book delves
into the conflict between appearance and reality, making it a timeless
exploration of ethical dilemmas.

2. Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson
This novella examines the duality of human nature through the story of Dr.
Jekyll, who creates a potion that transforms him into the evil Mr. Hyde. It



highlights the struggle between good and evil within a single individual and
the consequences of indulging one’s darker impulses. The work complements
themes found in The Picture of Dorian Gray about identity and morality.

3. Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
A gothic novel that explores themes of creation, responsibility, and the
consequences of playing God. Victor Frankenstein’s creation becomes a
reflection of his own inner turmoil and societal rejection. Like Wilde’s
novel, it addresses the dangers of obsession and the impact of one's actions
on the self and others.

4. Lord of the Flies by William Golding
This novel portrays the descent into savagery of a group of boys stranded on
an uninhabited island. It explores the inherent darkness within human nature
and the fragile veneer of civilization. The themes resonate with those in The
Picture of Dorian Gray, particularly regarding innate human impulses and
moral decay.

5. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
This novel examines themes of decadence, idealism, and the American Dream’s
corruption. Jay Gatsby’s pursuit of youth, beauty, and status mirrors Dorian
Gray’s obsession with eternal youth and superficial allure. Both novels
critique society’s obsession with appearance and the moral compromises made
to achieve it.

6. Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoevsky
A psychological novel focusing on the mental anguish and moral dilemmas faced
by Raskolnikov after he commits murder. It delves deeply into themes of
guilt, redemption, and the complexity of human conscience. This aligns with
Wilde’s exploration of morality and the consequences of one’s actions.

7. Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier
A gothic novel that explores themes of identity, jealousy, and the haunting
influence of the past. The mysterious presence of Rebecca affects the
protagonist’s sense of self and her relationship with others. Similar to The
Picture of Dorian Gray, it investigates how hidden truths impact personal
identity.

8. The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson
This work examines the dual aspects of human nature through a scientist’s
experiment that unleashes his darker self. It shares thematic concerns with
Wilde’s novel, especially the exploration of hidden sins and the conflict
between outward respectability and inner corruption.

9. The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath
A semi-autobiographical novel that explores themes of identity, mental
illness, and societal expectations. The protagonist’s struggle with her sense
of self and the pressures to conform echo the internal conflicts faced by
Dorian Gray. It provides a modern perspective on psychological and moral
struggles.
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