
federalist 70 questions and answers
federalist 70 questions and answers provide essential insights into one of
the most influential essays in American political philosophy. Written by
Alexander Hamilton, Federalist No. 70 argues for a strong, energetic
executive branch, emphasizing the need for a single president to ensure
effective governance. This article explores the fundamental questions and
answers related to Federalist 70, examining the rationale behind Hamilton’s
arguments and the broader implications for the U.S. Constitution.
Understanding these questions and answers is crucial for grasping the debates
surrounding executive power during the founding of the United States. This
comprehensive discussion covers the key themes, the importance of an
energetic executive, the dangers of plural executive leadership, and the
relevance of Federalist 70 in contemporary politics. The following sections
will guide readers through these topics with clarity and depth.

Overview of Federalist 70

Key Arguments in Federalist 70

Common Questions and Detailed Answers

Importance of a Single Executive

Relevance of Federalist 70 Today

Overview of Federalist 70
Federalist 70 is one of the 85 essays collectively known as The Federalist
Papers, authored by Alexander Hamilton under the pseudonym Publius. The essay
focuses specifically on the executive branch of the newly proposed American
government. Hamilton contends that a strong and unitary executive is
essential for good governance, arguing against a plural executive or weak
presidency. The paper was written during the debates over the ratification of
the U.S. Constitution in 1788 and addresses concerns about executive power
and accountability. Federalist 70 highlights the qualities that an effective
executive must possess, including energy, decisiveness, and accountability,
to protect the nation and enforce laws efficiently.

Context of the Essay
Federalist 70 was written in response to fears among Anti-Federalists who
worried that a strong executive might evolve into a monarch or tyrant.
Hamilton sought to alleviate these concerns by explaining the necessity of



energy in the executive and how a single president would be better suited
than a committee or council to respond quickly and responsibly to issues. The
essay defends the structure of the executive as outlined in the Constitution,
underscoring the importance of unity and vigor for the president’s role.

Key Arguments in Federalist 70
Hamilton’s arguments in Federalist 70 revolve around the concept of an
energetic executive, which he defines as essential for good government. He
emphasizes four main ingredients of energy in the executive: unity, duration,
adequate provision for support, and competent powers. These elements ensure
that the president can act decisively, maintain authority, and fulfill
constitutional responsibilities.

Unity in the Executive
Hamilton argues that a single executive is preferable to a plural executive
because unity leads to clear accountability and prevents conflicting
decisions. A single president can act with decisiveness and speed, which is
crucial during crises. Conversely, multiple executives may cause confusion
and weaken the authority of the office.

Duration and Stability
Federalist 70 stresses the importance of a stable executive term to provide
continuity in government. Hamilton believed that a fixed term would allow the
president to gain experience and exercise power effectively without fear of
immediate removal or instability.

Adequate Support and Competent Powers
The essay also highlights the need for adequate compensation and sufficient
constitutional powers to enable the executive to function independently and
effectively. Proper support ensures that the president is motivated to serve
the public interest and can execute duties without undue influence from other
branches.

Common Questions and Detailed Answers
Federalist 70 questions and answers often cover the rationale behind the
preference for a single executive, the dangers of plural leadership, and the
balance of power between branches. Below are some commonly asked questions
with comprehensive answers.



Why does Hamilton argue for a single executive instead of multiple1.
executives?
Hamilton believes that a single executive provides unity and
accountability. Multiple executives could lead to disagreements, diluted
responsibility, and inefficiency. A singular president can act
decisively and be held responsible by the public.

What does Hamilton mean by an “energetic executive”?2.
An energetic executive is one who is active, decisive, and capable of
enforcing laws and protecting the nation. Energy in the executive
includes qualities such as vigor, promptness, and the ability to respond
to emergencies effectively.

How does Federalist 70 address concerns about executive tyranny?3.
Hamilton argues that unity and energy do not necessarily lead to tyranny
if proper checks and balances exist. The Constitution’s separation of
powers and the system of checks ensures that the executive remains
accountable while being strong enough to govern.

What role does accountability play in Federalist 70?4.
Accountability is central to Hamilton’s argument. A single executive is
easier to hold responsible for actions and decisions, which deters abuse
of power and promotes good governance.

Why is duration important for the executive’s effectiveness?5.
Duration provides stability and allows the president to develop
expertise and authority. Frequent changes in leadership could undermine
the executive’s ability to govern effectively.

Importance of a Single Executive
The preference for a single executive is a cornerstone of Federalist 70.
Hamilton’s reasoning connects the structure of the executive branch with the
practical needs of governance and the protection of liberty. Unity in the
executive ensures clarity in decision-making and responsibility.

Advantages of Unitary Executive

Decisiveness: A single executive can make prompt decisions, which is



vital during emergencies.

Accountability: It is easier to assign praise or blame to one individual
rather than a group.

Energy: The executive can act with vigor and persistence.

Responsibility: Unified authority reduces conflicts within the executive
branch.

Dangers of Plural Executive
Hamilton warns that dividing executive power among multiple individuals can
lead to conflicting policies, delays, and weakened leadership. A plural
executive risks indecision and internal disputes that hinder effective
governance.

Relevance of Federalist 70 Today
Federalist 70 remains highly relevant in contemporary discussions about
executive power in the United States. Debates about the scope and limits of
presidential authority often reference Hamilton’s arguments for an energetic
and accountable executive. Issues such as emergency powers, executive orders,
and presidential accountability continue to evoke the principles outlined in
this essay.

Federalist 70 and Modern Executive Power
In today’s political landscape, questions about the balance between executive
strength and democratic accountability persist. Federalist 70 provides a
foundational framework for understanding why the Constitution grants
significant powers to the president while incorporating checks by Congress
and the judiciary. The essay’s emphasis on energy and unity helps explain the
design of the executive branch and informs ongoing legal and political
debates.

Implications for Governance and Policy
Federalist 70’s insights encourage policymakers to recognize the need for a
strong leader who can respond effectively to national challenges without
becoming unchecked. The essay supports the idea that executive power, when
properly constrained, is essential for maintaining order, enforcing laws, and
protecting the republic.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument of Federalist No. 70?
The main argument of Federalist No. 70, written by Alexander Hamilton, is
that a strong, energetic, and unitary executive (a single president) is
essential for good government, ensuring accountability, protection of the
community, and effective administration.

Why does Federalist No. 70 advocate for a single
executive rather than a plural executive?
Federalist No. 70 argues that a single executive is preferable because it
ensures decisiveness, accountability, and unity of purpose, whereas a plural
executive would lead to conflicts, disagreement, and weakened leadership.

How does Federalist No. 70 address concerns about a
powerful executive becoming tyrannical?
Hamilton acknowledges the risk but argues that a single executive is more
accountable to the people and can be checked by the legislative and judicial
branches, thus preventing tyranny more effectively than a committee or plural
executive.

What qualities does Federalist No. 70 say are
important for the president to have?
Federalist No. 70 emphasizes the importance of energy in the executive, which
includes qualities such as unity, duration, adequate provision for support,
and competent powers to act decisively and effectively.

How does Federalist No. 70 relate to the concept of
separation of powers?
Federalist No. 70 supports the separation of powers by advocating for a
distinct, independent executive branch led by a single individual who can act
swiftly and be held accountable, balancing power with the legislative and
judicial branches.

Why is accountability emphasized in Federalist No.
70?
Accountability is emphasized because a single executive can be held
responsible for their actions by the public and other branches of government,
which promotes transparency and effective governance, unlike a plural
executive where responsibility is diffused.



Additional Resources
1. Understanding Federalist No. 70: The Case for a Strong Executive
This book provides an in-depth analysis of Federalist No. 70, authored by
Alexander Hamilton. It explores the arguments for a single, energetic
executive as a cornerstone of effective government. The text includes
questions and answers that clarify the importance of unity, accountability,
and vigor in the presidency, making it ideal for students and scholars of
American political thought.

2. Federalist Papers Explained: Focus on No. 70
A comprehensive guide to the Federalist Papers with a special focus on
Federalist No. 70. This book breaks down Hamilton’s reasoning on executive
power through a series of questions and answers designed to enhance
understanding. It is useful for readers seeking to grasp the foundational
ideas behind the U.S. executive branch’s structure.

3. The Energetic Executive: Questions and Answers on Federalist 70
This title delves into the concept of an energetic executive as presented in
Federalist 70. It offers a question-and-answer format that discusses the
necessity of a single president, the dangers of executive plurality, and the
role of energy in leadership. The book helps readers connect historical
context with modern interpretations.

4. Federalist 70 and the Presidency: A Q&A Approach
Designed for students and educators, this book provides a thorough Q&A
exploration of Federalist 70’s themes. It covers the rationale behind
executive unity, the implications of a strong chief executive, and the
balance of powers. The engaging format makes complex political theory
accessible and relatable.

5. Debating Executive Power: Insights from Federalist No. 70
This book tackles the ongoing debates surrounding executive power by
revisiting Federalist No. 70. Through questions and answers, it highlights
Hamilton’s arguments about energy, accountability, and the risks of divided
executive authority. It serves as a valuable resource for understanding the
historical and contemporary relevance of the Federalist Papers.

6. Federalist No. 70: Questions and Answers for Civic Education
Focused on civic education, this book uses a Q&A format to teach readers
about the principles behind Federalist No. 70. It explains why a single
executive is essential for effective governance and how this idea fits within
the broader U.S. constitutional framework. The clear, concise explanations
support both classroom use and independent study.

7. The Presidency and Federalist 70: Exploring Executive Unity
This text examines the concept of executive unity as advocated in Federalist
70, emphasizing its importance for presidential strength and accountability.
The question-and-answer sections provide clarity on Hamilton’s views and
their implications for the separation of powers. It is particularly helpful
for those interested in the constitutional design of the executive branch.



8. Federalist 70 in Context: Questions and Answers on Executive Power
Offering historical context and detailed analysis, this book addresses
Federalist 70 through a structured Q&A format. It discusses the challenges
faced by the early republic and how Hamilton’s arguments sought to address
them. Readers gain insight into the founding principles that continue to
shape the U.S. presidency today.

9. Hamilton’s Federalist 70: A Study Guide with Q&A
This study guide breaks down Federalist 70 into manageable questions and
answers for easy comprehension. It covers key themes such as energy in the
executive, the dangers of executive plurality, and the importance of
accountability. Ideal for students preparing for exams or anyone interested
in American political philosophy.
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