
figurative language for kids

figurative language for kids is an exciting way to help children understand and enjoy
language beyond its literal meanings. Teaching figurative language introduces young
learners to creative expressions that make reading and writing more vivid and engaging.
This article explores various types of figurative language suitable for children, including
similes, metaphors, personification, idioms, and hyperbole. It also provides practical
examples and tips for educators and parents to help kids recognize and use figurative
expressions effectively. Understanding figurative language supports comprehension skills
and encourages imaginative thinking, making it a vital component of language arts
education. Below is an overview of the topics covered to guide readers through the key
elements of figurative language for kids.

What Is Figurative Language?

Common Types of Figurative Language for Kids

Why Teach Figurative Language to Children?

Examples of Figurative Language in Children’s Literature

Activities and Tips for Teaching Figurative Language

What Is Figurative Language?

Figurative language is a form of expression that uses words or phrases in a way that
deviates from their conventional meaning to convey complex or vivid ideas. Unlike literal
language, which means exactly what it says, figurative language employs figures of speech
to create imagery, emphasize emotions, or add creativity to communication. For kids,
understanding figurative language helps them appreciate the richness of texts and
enhances their ability to interpret nuances in spoken and written language. This section
explains the fundamental concept of figurative language and how it differs from literal
language.

Common Types of Figurative Language for Kids

There are several types of figurative language that are particularly accessible and
engaging for children. Introducing these forms helps kids recognize and use creative
expressions in their reading and writing. Below are the most common types of figurative
language for kids, along with definitions and examples.



Similes

A simile is a comparison between two different things using the words "like" or "as" to
highlight a shared quality. Similes are easy for children to understand because they
explicitly link one object to another in a vivid way.

Example: "She is as brave as a lion."

Metaphors

Unlike similes, metaphors make direct comparisons without using "like" or "as."
Metaphors imply that one thing is another, providing a stronger image or idea.

Example: "The classroom was a zoo."

Personification

Personification gives human traits or actions to animals, objects, or ideas. This form of
figurative language makes descriptions more lively and relatable for children.

Example: "The wind whispered through the trees."

Idioms

Idioms are phrases whose meanings cannot be understood from the literal definitions of
the words. They often reflect cultural expressions and require context to grasp their
figurative meanings.

Example: "It's raining cats and dogs."

Hyperbole

Hyperbole is an exaggerated statement used to emphasize a point or create humor. It
helps kids understand how language can be playful and imaginative.

Example: "I am so hungry I could eat a horse."



Why Teach Figurative Language to Children?

Teaching figurative language to kids is essential for several reasons. It enhances reading
comprehension by allowing children to interpret texts beyond the surface level.
Recognizing figurative expressions helps students understand the author's intent and the
emotional tone of a story or poem. Additionally, figurative language enriches vocabulary
and encourages creative thinking, which is valuable for writing skills and oral
communication. Introducing figurative language early supports critical thinking as
children learn to analyze and interpret meanings. Overall, figurative language instruction
contributes to literacy development and fosters a deeper appreciation for literature.

Examples of Figurative Language in Children’s
Literature

Children’s books and stories often contain rich examples of figurative language, making
them ideal resources for teaching. Authors use figurative speech to create memorable
characters, settings, and plots that capture young readers’ imaginations. For instance,
classic fairy tales, poems, and contemporary picture books frequently include similes,
metaphors, and personification. Here are some examples from well-known children’s
literature:

“The Giving Tree” by Shel Silverstein uses personification to give the tree human
emotions.

“Where the Sidewalk Ends” by Shel Silverstein contains numerous playful hyperboles
and idioms.

“Charlotte’s Web” by E.B. White employs metaphors and personification to bring
animal characters to life.

These examples show how figurative language makes stories more engaging and helps
children connect emotionally with the text.

Activities and Tips for Teaching Figurative
Language

Effective teaching of figurative language for kids involves interactive and creative
activities that make learning fun and memorable. Educators and parents can use the
following strategies to help children identify and use figurative expressions confidently.



Interactive Reading

Reading aloud and discussing figurative language in stories encourages children to notice
and understand creative expressions. Asking questions about similes, metaphors, or
idioms within the text promotes comprehension and critical thinking.

Figurative Language Games

Games like matching idioms to their meanings or creating similes and metaphors based on
pictures can reinforce learning through play.

Writing Exercises

Encouraging kids to write their own sentences or short stories using figurative language
develops their expressive skills and creativity.

Use of Visual Aids

Charts and flashcards illustrating different types of figurative language help children
memorize and differentiate between them.

Examples of Figurative Language Activities:

Simile and Metaphor Hunt: Finding examples in books or around the classroom.

Personification Art: Drawing pictures of objects given human qualities.

Idiom Illustration: Drawing literal and figurative meanings of idioms.

Hyperbole Storytelling: Creating exaggerated stories for fun.

By integrating these activities into lessons, children gain a practical understanding of
figurative language and its impact on communication.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is figurative language?
Figurative language is when we use words or phrases in a way that is different from their
usual meaning to make writing more interesting and fun. It helps create pictures in our
minds.

Can you give an example of a simile?
A simile is a type of figurative language that compares two things using the words 'like' or
'as'. For example, 'Her smile is as bright as the sun.'

What is a metaphor?
A metaphor is a figure of speech that says something is something else to show a
similarity. For example, 'Time is a thief' means time goes by quickly and takes things
away.

Why do writers use figurative language?
Writers use figurative language to make their stories and poems more exciting, colorful,
and easier to imagine. It helps readers feel emotions and see pictures in their minds.

What is personification?
Personification is when we give human qualities or actions to animals, objects, or ideas.
For example, 'The wind whispered through the trees.'

How can kids practice using figurative language?
Kids can practice by writing poems, stories, or sentences using similes, metaphors, and
personification. They can also look for examples of figurative language in books and songs.

Additional Resources
1. “What’s the Big Idea, Metaphor?” by Brian P. Cleary
This engaging book introduces children to the concept of metaphors through fun examples
and playful language. It uses colorful illustrations and relatable scenarios to help kids
understand how metaphors work. The book makes learning figurative language enjoyable
and accessible.

2. “Similes and Metaphors” by Allan Fowler
Part of the In a Flash series, this book breaks down similes and metaphors with clear
explanations and examples. It includes activities and practice exercises to reinforce
understanding. Perfect for helping kids recognize and use figurative language in their
writing.



3. “Figurative Language” by Larry Swartz
This book explores various types of figurative language, such as idioms, personification,
and hyperbole. Each concept is explained with simple definitions and vivid examples. The
engaging format encourages young readers to identify figurative expressions in everyday
language.

4. “A Forest of Figures: Figurative Language for Kids” by Brian P. Cleary
Filled with rhymes and humorous illustrations, this book explores different figures of
speech in a lively and memorable way. It covers similes, metaphors, personification, and
more. Children will enjoy the playful approach to learning complex language concepts.

5. “The King’s Commissioners: A Story About Idioms” by Sheila Keenan
This storybook introduces kids to idioms through an entertaining narrative about a king
and his quirky commissioners. It explains idiomatic expressions in context, making them
easier to understand and remember. The book is a fun way to teach the tricky nature of
idioms.

6. “Up, Up, Up! It’s Apple-Picking Time!” by April Pulley Sayre
While primarily a nature-themed picture book, it incorporates similes and vivid descriptive
language that highlight figurative expressions. The text encourages young readers to
notice and appreciate imaginative language used in everyday descriptions. It’s a gentle
introduction to figurative language through storytelling.

7. “My Dog Is as Smelly as Dirty Socks” by Helaine Becker
This humorous book uses similes and exaggerations to describe a dog in a fun and
relatable way. It’s an entertaining way for children to see how figurative language adds
color and humor to writing. The playful comparisons make it easy for kids to grasp similes.

8. “Cool Melons – Turn to Frogs! The Life and Poems of Issa” by Matthew Gollub
This collection of haiku poems introduces children to figurative language through imagery
and metaphor. The simple yet profound poems encourage kids to think about language
creatively. It’s a wonderful resource for exploring poetic expressions and figurative
speech.

9. “Figurative Language for Kids: A Workbook” by Jennifer Smith
This workbook offers exercises and activities focused on identifying and using different
types of figurative language. It’s designed to reinforce learning through practice, making
it ideal for classroom or home use. The variety of tasks helps children build confidence in
understanding similes, metaphors, idioms, and more.
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