
figurative language in tangerine

figurative language in tangerine plays a crucial role in enhancing the vividness and emotional impact of the
novel. In the context of literature, figurative language refers to the use of metaphors, similes, personification,
symbolism, and other literary devices that transcend literal meanings to create deeper understanding and
sensory experiences for readers. In Tangerine, a popular young adult novel by Edward Bloor, the author
skillfully employs various forms of figurative language to develop themes, build character depth, and immerse
readers in the setting. This article explores the types of figurative language found in Tangerine, their functions,
and their contributions to the novel’s overall narrative. By analyzing these elements, readers and scholars can
gain a richer appreciation of how language shapes meaning and emotion in the story. The following sections will
cover the identification of figurative language in Tangerine, examples of key devices, and their thematic
significance.
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Understanding Figurative Language in Tangerine

Figurative language in Tangerine serves as a powerful tool for Edward Bloor to convey complex ideas and
emotions indirectly. Unlike literal language, which communicates straightforward information, figurative
language uses imaginative expressions that invoke imagery and symbolism. This approach enriches the reader’s
experience by allowing multiple layers of interpretation and emotional resonance. Within the novel, figurative
language is intertwined with the plot and character arcs, making it essential to understanding the narrative’s
depth. It is also instrumental in portraying the protagonist’s inner struggles and the environmental backdrop of
Tangerine, Florida. Recognizing figurative language helps readers unlock the subtleties embedded in the text.

Definition and Purpose

Figurative language involves various literary devices such as metaphor, simile, hyperbole, and personification,
all of which enhance descriptive quality beyond literal meaning. Its purpose in literature includes:

Creating vivid imagery

Expressing abstract ideas concretely

Evoking emotional responses

Adding symbolic meaning

Enriching narrative style

In Tangerine, these elements work together to highlight themes like identity, family conflict, and environmental
challenges.



Role in Young Adult Literature

In young adult novels, figurative language often aids in connecting readers to the characters’ experiences and
emotions. Tangerine utilizes this literary technique to address complex social and personal issues in an
accessible manner. The figurative expressions create a relatable and immersive world for adolescent readers,
encouraging deeper engagement with the story’s messages. The language choices also reflect the protagonist’s
perspective, making the narrative voice authentic and compelling.

Common Types of Figurative Language in the Novel

Edward Bloor employs a variety of figurative language forms throughout Tangerine. Understanding these
devices provides insight into how the novel’s themes and characters are developed. The most prevalent types
include metaphor, simile, personification, symbolism, and imagery.

Metaphor

Metaphors are direct comparisons between two unrelated things, implying a shared quality. In Tangerine,
metaphors are used to depict emotional states and social dynamics. For example, the harsh Florida environment
is often metaphorically linked to the protagonist’s internal conflicts, emphasizing struggle and resilience.

Simile

Similes use “like” or “as” to compare two things explicitly. The novel frequently uses similes to create vivid
pictures and clarify abstract feelings. They help readers visualize scenes and understand character emotions
more clearly.

Personification

Personification attributes human qualities to inanimate objects or natural forces. In Tangerine, nature and
weather are often personified to reflect the mood and tension within the story. This device deepens the
atmosphere and foreshadows events.

Symbolism

Symbolism involves using objects, characters, or settings to represent larger ideas. The title itself, Tangerine,
symbolizes a place of change and personal growth. Various symbols throughout the novel reinforce themes
such as identity, truth, and justice.

Imagery

Imagery appeals to the senses through detailed descriptions. The novel’s rich imagery paints a clear picture of
the environment and character experiences, making the story more immersive and emotionally engaging.

Examples of Figurative Language in Tangerine

Examining specific examples of figurative language in Tangerine helps illustrate how Edward Bloor crafts his
narrative. These examples reveal the novel’s layered meanings and the author’s stylistic choices.



Metaphorical Descriptions

One notable metaphor in Tangerine compares the protagonist’s life to a storm, symbolizing turmoil and
unpredictability. This metaphor recurs in various forms, reinforcing the theme of overcoming adversity amidst
chaos.

Similes Creating Vivid Imagery

Similes such as “the sun was like a blazing fireball sinking into the horizon” vividly portray the Floridian
landscape. Such descriptions enhance the sensory experience and set the tone for particular scenes.

Personification of Nature

The novel often personifies the environment, for example, describing the wind as “whispering secrets through the
trees.” This imbues the setting with a sense of mystery and foreboding, mirroring the protagonist’s feelings.

Symbolic Elements

Symbols like the muck fires and citrus groves hold deeper meanings related to destruction, renewal, and
cultural identity. These elements enrich the narrative by connecting the plot to broader social and
environmental issues.

Thematic Significance of Figurative Language

Figurative language in Tangerine is not merely decorative but serves to deepen the novel’s exploration of its
central themes. Through these literary devices, the author effectively conveys messages about identity, family
dynamics, and environmental concerns.

Identity and Self-Discovery

The figurative expressions related to change and growth reflect the protagonist’s journey toward self-
awareness. Metaphors of storms and light illustrate the challenges and revelations that shape his identity.

Family and Conflict

Personification and symbolism emphasize the tension and complexity within family relationships. The natural
elements often mirror familial discord, highlighting the emotional undercurrents in the story.

Environmental Awareness

Imagery and symbolism spotlight the environmental setting of Tangerine, underscoring issues like pollution and
urban development. These figurative elements raise awareness about ecological impact and community
responsibility.



Impact on Character Development and Setting

Figurative language significantly influences the portrayal of characters and the setting in Tangerine. It
facilitates a nuanced understanding of motivations, personalities, and the social environment.

Character Insight Through Figurative Language

Characters’ emotions and internal conflicts are often expressed through metaphors and similes. This allows
readers to perceive their complexities and growth beyond literal dialogue and action.

Creating a Vivid Sense of Place

The use of imagery and personification brings the Floridian setting to life, making it an active participant in the
narrative. The environment shapes the plot and reflects the cultural and social context of the story.

Enhancing Narrative Mood and Tone

Figurative language sets the emotional tone of scenes, whether tense, hopeful, or melancholic. This enhances
reader engagement and supports the thematic depth of the novel.

Summary of Key Figurative Devices Used in Tangerine

Metaphors that link emotional states to natural phenomena

Similes that create vivid sensory descriptions

Personification of nature to reflect mood and foreshadow events

Symbolism representing broader themes like identity and environment

Imagery that immerses readers in the setting and character experiences

Frequently Asked Questions

What is figurative language and how is it used in 'Tangerine'?

Figurative language involves using words or expressions with a meaning different from the literal
interpretation. In 'Tangerine', it is used to create vivid imagery and convey deeper meanings about characters and
settings.

Can you give an example of a simile from 'Tangerine' and explain its
significance?

An example of a simile in 'Tangerine' is when the author compares the intensity of the lightning storm to a 'wild
animal's roar.' This simile emphasizes the power and unpredictability of the storm, reflecting the turmoil in the
protagonist's life.



How does metaphor enhance the themes in 'Tangerine'?

Metaphors in 'Tangerine' help to highlight themes such as identity, family conflict, and resilience by drawing
symbolic connections between characters' experiences and broader concepts.

What role does personification play in 'Tangerine'?

Personification in 'Tangerine' gives human qualities to non-human elements, making scenes more relatable and
emotionally engaging, such as describing the orange groves as 'whispering secrets,' which enhances the setting's
mood.

Are there examples of hyperbole in 'Tangerine'? What effect do they have?

Yes, hyperbole is used in 'Tangerine' to exaggerate feelings or situations, like describing the heat as 'burning the
skin off,' which intensifies the reader's experience of the harsh environment.

How does the author use imagery as a form of figurative language in
'Tangerine'?

The author uses vivid imagery to paint detailed pictures of the Florida landscape and characters' emotions,
helping readers to visualize scenes and connect emotionally with the story.

Why is understanding figurative language important for readers of
'Tangerine'?

Understanding figurative language allows readers to grasp the deeper meanings and emotional nuances in
'Tangerine', enriching their comprehension of the story and its messages.

Additional Resources
1. Figurative Language in "Tangerine": An In-Depth Analysis
This book explores the various forms of figurative language used in Edward Bloor’s novel "Tangerine." It
examines metaphors, similes, personification, and symbolism throughout the text, highlighting how they
contribute to character development and thematic depth. Readers gain a comprehensive understanding of the
author’s stylistic choices and their effects on the story’s impact.

2. Metaphors and Meanings in "Tangerine"
Focusing specifically on metaphors, this book delves into the symbolic imagery that enriches "Tangerine." It
discusses how metaphors are employed to convey complex emotions and social issues within the narrative. The
analysis supports readers in interpreting the deeper significance behind the novel’s figurative expressions.

3. Similes and Sensory Imagery in "Tangerine"
This work highlights the use of similes and vivid sensory descriptions that bring the setting and characters of
"Tangerine" to life. The book critiques how these literary devices enhance the reader’s experience by painting
clear and relatable pictures. It also offers examples and exercises for identifying similes within the text.

4. Personification and Symbolism in Edward Bloor’s "Tangerine"
Examining the use of personification and symbolism, this book reveals how inanimate objects and natural
elements are given human traits to deepen the narrative. It discusses the symbolic significance of key elements in
the story, such as the tangerines themselves. The book provides insights into how these devices support the
novel’s themes of growth and change.

5. Exploring Figurative Language Techniques in Young Adult Literature: "Tangerine" Case Study
This educational resource situates "Tangerine" within the broader context of young adult literature,
focusing on figurative language techniques. It offers a comparative analysis with other YA novels while



emphasizing the unique stylistic elements in Bloor’s writing. Teachers and students can use this book as a guide
to literary analysis and classroom discussion.

6. Symbolism and Themes in "Tangerine": A Figurative Language Perspective
This book centers on the interplay between symbolism and overarching themes in "Tangerine." It examines how
figurative language reinforces ideas such as identity, family conflict, and environmental change. Readers will
appreciate the detailed breakdown of key passages that exemplify these literary techniques.

7. Figurative Language and Characterization in "Tangerine"
Focusing on character development, this book analyzes how figurative language shapes readers’ perceptions of
the novel’s protagonists and antagonists. It discusses the emotional resonance created through similes,
metaphors, and other devices. The text also explores how these techniques reveal internal conflicts and
growth.

8. Teaching Figurative Language through "Tangerine": A Classroom Guide
Designed for educators, this guide provides lesson plans and activities centered on the figurative language
found in "Tangerine." It includes strategies for helping students identify and interpret literary devices,
promoting critical thinking and engagement. The book also offers assessment tools to measure comprehension of
figurative language concepts.

9. Unlocking the Power of Figurative Language in "Tangerine"
This accessible guide introduces readers to the impact and importance of figurative language within "Tangerine."
It breaks down complex literary devices into understandable terms and illustrates their use with examples from
the novel. Ideal for middle school readers, the book encourages deeper appreciation and analysis of the text.
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